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K» CXXVL 

Jam te premit nox» iloAAn 

IAm fitting down to begin the tads of adding 
a new volaiiie to tbefa ef&y% ^Aca the }aft 
day of the year X7S9 is within a few hours pi 
-fts concluiion, aixl I fliall bid fareweii to thi^ 
eventfal period with a grateful mind for its 
having pafTed lightly over my head without 
any extraordinary perturbation or misfortune on 
my part fuiFered^ gently leading me towards 
that deftined and not far diftant hour) when I^ 
like it, (hall be no more. 

I have accompanied it through all thofe 
chsmgifes and fuccefllons of feafons, which in our 

Voi. V. B climate 
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dimate are fo ftrongly difcriminated ; have 
fhared In the pleafures and produ£tions of each^ 
and if any little idle jars or bickerings may occa- 
flonally have ftarted up betwixt us, as will fome- 
times happen to the beft of friends, I wiUingly 
configh th6m to oblivion, and keep in hiind'dnly 
thofe kind and good offices, which will pleafe 
on reflexion, and ferve to endear the memory 
of the deceafed. r 

AH days in twelve months will not be days 
of funlhine ; but 1 wiH fay this for my friend in 
bis loft moments^ that I cannot put my finger 
upon one in the lame century, that hath given 
birth to more interefting events,' been a warmer 
advocate for the liberties and rights of mankind 
in genera], or a kinder patron to this counti^ 
in particular : I could name a day (if there was 
any need to point out what is fo ftrongly im- 
prefled on our hearts) a day of gratulation and 
tbankfgiving, which will ever ftand forth amongft 
die whiteft in our calendar. 

Hie dies vere mibifeftus airas 
Eximet euros : ego nee tumultump 
tfee mrifer vim metuam, tenente 

Cfjariterrat. HoaXt* 
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** This is indeed a ftftal day, 

'** A day that heals my cares and pains^ 

'*' Drives death and danger far away, 

*♦« And tefls me — Csefar lives and reigns.** 

i'hough my friend in hjs kjl moments hath in 

this and other inftances been fo confiderate of 

our happinefs, I am afraid 'he is not likely to 

leave our morals much better than he found 

them: I* cannot fay that in the courfe of my 

duty as an Obferver any very ftriking inftance 

of amendment hath come under my notice ; and 

though I have all the difpofition in life to fpeak 

as favourably in my friend's bshalf as truth will 

let me, I am bound to confefs he was not apt to 

think fo ferioufly of his latter end as I could 

have wifhed : there was a. levity in his conduft, 

which be took no pains to conceal ; he did not 

;{bem to i-efle£^ upon the lapfe of time, how 

•^eedily hhffringy Jummtr^ and autumn would 

pafs away and the winter of his days come upon 

him 4 like Wolfey he was not aware how foon the 

/rg/?, the killing fr^ would nip his root: he was 

however a gay convjvial fellow, loved his bottle 

and his friend, pafled his tiraie peaceably amon^ft 

us, and. certainly merits the good word of every 

loyal fubjeft in this kingdom. 

As for his proceedings in other countries, it 

B 2 is 
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is not here the reader muft look for m ac-^ 
count of them ; politics have no place in thefe 
volumes ; 1)ut it cannot be denied that he ha» 
made many widows and orphans in Europe, beert 
an a^ve agent for the court of death, and £pped 
his. hands deep in ' Chriftian and Mahometan 
blood. By the friends of freedom he will be 
celebrated to the lateft timev He has begun a 
bufinefs, which, if followed up by his fucceflbr 
with equal zeal, lefs ferocity and more difcre* 
tion, may lead to wonderful revolutions : theref 
are indeed fome inftanccs of cruelty, which bear 
hard upon his chara6ler ; if feparatdy viewed^ 
they idmit of no palliation j in a general lighty 
allowances may be made for that phrenfy, which 
feizes the mind^ when impelled to great an^ 
arduous undertakings ; when the wound is gan- 
grened the incifion muft* be deep, and if that U 
to be done by coarfe' iftftrumfents and unflcilfut 
hands, who can wonder if the galh more refem- 
bles the ftab of kn alTaffin than the Operation of 
a furgeon ? An aera is how opened, awful, in- 
terefting and fo involved in nlyftery, that the 
acuteft fpeculation cannot penetrate to the ifliie 
of it: In fhort, my friend in his lafl moments hath 
put a vaft machine in motion, and left a talk ta 
futurity, that will demand the ftrongeft bands 
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and ableft heads to compleat : in the mean time 
I (hall hope that my countrymen, who have all 
thofe bleffings by inheritance, which lefs-f^- 
voured natiom are now ftrugglii^g to obtain by 
force, will fo ufe their Ijiberty, that the reft of thq 
vrorld, who are not fo happy, may think it an 
objcft worth contending for, and quote oilr 
peace and our profperity as the beft proofs exift* 
ing of its re^l valine. 

Whilft my thoughts have been thus employed 
In reflefling upon the laft day of an ever-memo- 
rable year, I have composed a few elegiac linc| 
to be thrown into the grave, which time is now 
opening to rejiriyc his reliques, 

<« The ygar\s gay yerdure, alj its charms ar? gone, 
•' And now comes old December chill and drear* 
*f Dragging a darkling length of evening oiji, 
«« Whilft all things droop, as Nature';^ death were nea|r^ 

* * Time flie$ ara?i,n y/ith broad-expanded wingt, 
f* Whence never yet a Cngle feather fell, 
** But holds his fpecd,and through the welkin riog^ 
f* Of ail that breathe the inexoirable knell, 

«» Oh! for a moment ttop-— a moment's fpace 
** For recolie^ion mercy might concede, 
f* A little paufefcr m9n*s unthinking race 
^J To pfiinder on thaj world, tp which they fpeed^ 

B ) But 
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<* But«^tis ill vain $ old Time difdains to reft* 
' ** And moment after moment flits along* 
, •« Each with a (Ung to pierce the idler's breaft, 

<< And vindicate its predeceflbr''s wrong. 

•* Though the new-dawning year in its advance 
** With hope's gay promife may entrap the mind* 
** Let memory give one retrofpeAive glance 
«* Through the bright period| which it leaves behind. 

** .^ra of mercies ! n^ wrapt bofom fprings 
<* To meet the tranfport recolIe6lion gives $ 
<< Heaven's angel comes with healing on his wings j 
"He (hakes his plumes* my country's father lives* 

<« The joyful tidings o'er the diftantipund * 
'^ Of Britain's empire tl^e four winds proclaim* 
<< Her fun-bumt iilands fwell th' CKuI^ipg found* 
** And fartheft Ganges echoes George^s name. 

** Period of blifs! can anyBritiflimufe 
'< Bid thee farewell without a parting tear? 
** Shall the hiftorian's gratitude refufe 
«* His brightcft page to this recorded year? 

** Thoti Freedom's nurfing mother ihalt be ftilMi 
«« The glories of its birth are all thine own, 
«« Upon thy breads hung^h' Herculean child, 
** And tyrants trembled at its baby frown. 

«* A fanguine mantle the dread infant wore* 
«* Before it rolPd a ftream of human blood j 
•* Smiling it ftood, and, poin^ng to the fhore* 
*< Beckon'd the nations from acroifs the flood. 

«Thett 
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<< Then at that awful fight, as with a fpell, 
<« The everlaftittg doors of death gave way, 
** Prone to the dull OppreiHon^s fortrefs fell, 
f' And refcuM captives hailM the light of day. 

'* Meanwhile Ambition chac^d its fairy prize 

«< With moonftruckmadnefs down the Danube's ftream, 

« The Turkiih crefcent glittering in its eyes, * 

<< And loft an empire to purfue a dream. 

'f The trampled ferpen^ (Superftition) wreath'd ' 

« Her feft'ring icales with anguifli,to and fro> v 
*« Torpid flie lay, tiien darting forward iheath^d 
<< Her deadly fangs in the ungudrded foe, 

** OhAuftria! why fo prompt to venture forth, 
*^ When fate now hurries thee to iife\ laft goal ? 
*' Thee too. thou crowned eagle of the north, 
** JDeath^s dart arrefts, though towering to the pole* 

^« Down then. Ambition $ drop into the grave ! 
<< And by thy follies be this maxim (hewn— i 
** *Tis not th/B monarch''s glory to enflave 
« His neighbour's empire, but to bl^s his own. 

<« Come then, fweet peace ! m Britain fix thy reign, 
** Bid Plenty fmile, and Commerce croud her coaft| 
** And may this ever-ble^ed year remain 
*f Her king'si her peopIS'$ and her mufe's boaftt*^ 
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N^CXXVII. 

I Am' under prpmife to refumc dfe hiftory of 
my fricpd Ne4 Drowfjr* from which I was 
oUig&d* to break off ih my laft volum^ N*^ ip,^ 
The events, which have fili^e occurred,]ihall now 
be related. 

Thq readex will perhaps r^oUea*: thit^ Ae 
worthy Hebrew9 who aflunles the name of 
Abrahams, had juft poncluded the narrative of 
his adventures, and that the next morning was 
^ppoinj^d for a ppiK^lia^9ry^ iotenri&W between 
Mrs. Goodifoa and her fetber* Ned^ whofe 
xiatural indolence fe^d now began to give place tq 
themoff aiSHye of all pelfions, had been (6 much 
agitated by th^ ey^nts^ of thi? day, that we had 
no footter parted from hotiefl Abrahams, than 
he began to comment upon the lucky incident 
>of our rencontre with the old gentleman at the 
comedy 3 h^ feemed ftron^* inclined to deal 
wit^ defiiny fojr.fome ccttain dmpulfeBy which he 
remembered ta have felt, when he w^ foearneft 
to go to the play; and declared with miich gra- 
vity, that he went thither fully prcpofleifed 
fome good fortune would tarn up : " Well, to 
f* be fure,'* (aid he, " I ought to rejoice in the 

*' happy 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



NMa;- THE OBS.ERVER/ ^ 

^* happy turn affairs have now taken, and I do 
^ rejoice ; but it would have giveii rhi infinite 
««' delight to have fulfilled the planl had in de- 
^ fign for Mts. Goodifon*s accommodation 5 
*' fhc will now want no affift^nce from me ; my 
♦Mittle cottage will never have the honour ofre^ 
** ceiving her; all thofe fchemes are at an end j 
f* Gonftantia-too Will be a great fortune, Ihe 
^* vnH have higher views in life, and think ^o 
f'' more of me; or, if fhe did, it is not to bq 
^' fuppbfed her grandfather, who fo bitterly rc- 
♦* fented his daughter's match,- will fufFer her to 
f** fell into the fatoc offence," I muft confpfs I 
thought^ fo entirely with my friend Ned in the? 
concluding pdrt of thefe 'remarks^ that I could 
pdly advift him^ to wait the event of time, an4 
recommend himtelf in the mean while as well 
as he could to Mr. Somervillc, the grandfather 
of Conftantia* Art and education, it is true, hac^ 
|)0t contribut¥}d much to Ned's accomplifliments^ 
but nature bid done great things in his favour^ 
to- a perfoA admiraibly, though not finically, 
formed| {he had giv^n a moft interefting fet of 
features, with fuch a ftriking charafter of bene- 
volence and open honeft.y, that he might be faid 
to carry his heart in hi^ countenance : though ' 
there vfas a kind of laflituie in*his deporttnent, 

thq 
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the cfk& of habits long indulged, yet his fenfibi- 
bility was ever ready to ftart forth upon the firA 
call, and on thofe occafions no one would have 
regretted that he had not been trained in the 
fchool of the graces ; there wa^ fomething then 
difplayed) which they cannot teach, and only na* 
ture in her happiefl: moments can beftow. 

. The next morning produced a letter sfrooi 
hpncft Abrahams, full of joy.for the happy re- 
conciliation now eftablifhed, and inviting u$ to 
celebrate the day with Mrs. Somervillc and the 
ladies at his houfe. This was an anxious crifis 
for my friend Ned j and I perceived his mind iw 
foch a ftate of agitation, that I thought fit to fta:y 
v/ith him fi3r the reft of the forenqpn : he began 
to form a variety of conje<2ures as to the reception 
he was likely to meet from the old gentleman, 
with no lefs a variety of plans for his own 
behaviour, and even of fpeeches with which he 
was to uflier in his firft addrefTes ; fometimes he 
funk into melancholy and defpair, at other times 
be would fnatch a gleam of hope, and talk him- 
felf into tranfports ; he was now, for the firft 
time in his life, ftudioufly contriving how to fet 
off his perfon to the beft advantage ; his hair was 
fafbionably dreft, and a .handfome new fuit was 
tried on? during which ke furveyed himfelf in the 

glafii 
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glais with fome attention, and^ as I thought, not 
entirely without % fecret fatisfaftion, which, in- 
deed, I have feen other gentlemen bcftow upon 
their perfons in a much greater degree, with^ 
much lefs reafon for their excufe. 

When he was compleatly equipt, and the 
time approached for our going, " Alas !" he 
cried, ** what does all this fignify ? I am but a 
** clown in better clothes. Why was my fe- 
** ther fo negle£tful of my education, or rather 
" why was I fo negligent to avail myfelf of the 
.** little he allowed me ? What would I not give 
** to redeem the time; I have thrown away ! But 
^ 'tis in vain : I have neither wit to recommend 
** myfelf, nor addrefs to difguife my want of it; 
** I have nothing to plead in my favour, but ' 
^^ common honour and honefty ; and what cares 
^^ that old hard-hearted fellow for qualities, 
*^ which could not reconcile him to his own 
^ (bn-in-law ? he will certainly look upon me 
** with contempt. As for Conftantia, gratitude, 
'* perhaps, might in time have difpofed her 
^ heart towards me^ and my zealous fervices 
** might have induced her mother to overlook 
** my deficiencies, but there is an end of that 
" only chance I had for happinefs, and I am a 
f fool to thruft myfelf into a focicty, where I 

«<am 
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H am'fure to heap frelh fuel on my paffion, ai^d 
^*' frelh misfortunes on my head/^ 

With thefe impreffiohs, which I could only 
footVbixt not difpel, Ned proceeded to the place 
of meeting with an aching heart and dejected 
countenance. We found the whole party af- 
fembled to receive us, and though my friend's 
cmbarraftment difabled him from uttering any 
one of the ready-made fpeeches he had digefted 
for the purpofe, yet I faw nothing in Mr. So* 
inerville*s countenance or addrefs, that could 
augur otheVwife than well for honefi Ned j Mrs* 
Gooiifon was as gracious as poffible, and Con- 
ftantia*s fniile was benignity itfelf, Honeft 
Abrihams^ who has all the hofpitality, as well ^ 
as virtues of his forefathers the patriarchs^ re* 
peived us with open arms, and a face in which- 
wlde-mouthed joy grinned moil deledlably^ It^ 
was with pleafiife I obferved R^r. Somerville^s 
grateful attentions towards him ^and his good^ 
daime ; they' had nothing of oftentation or arti- 
fice in thenl, but feemed the'genuihe effufidns of . 
his heart; they convinced nie he was not a mar| 
innately morofc, and that the refentment, fo long 
foftered in his bofom, was pffcflually extirpated. 
Mrs. Abrahams, in her province, had exerted 

berfelf to very good purpofe, and fpread her board| 

.......... ^^ 
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if not .elegantly, yet abundantly: Abrahams^ or* 
his p^Ttj kept his wine and his tongue goin^ 
l¥ith incelTant gaiety and good-humour, ^lyl 
whiUl he took every opportunity of drawing 
forth Ned^s honeft heart and natural manners to 
the beft advantage, I was happy in difcovering 
that they did not efcape the intuition of Somer^ 
Ville, and tliat he made falter progrefs towards his 
good opinion, than if he had exhibited better 
breeding and Ids fmcerity of charailer. 

In. the courfe of the evening the old gentlf- 
maii tcjld us he had deternrined upon taking hi$ 
daughter and Conftantia into the country with 
him> where he flattered himfelf Mrs. Goodifoa 
would recover her health and ff^irits fooner than 
in town, and at the fame time gaye us all ia 
turn a preffing invitation to bis houfe. Abraham^ 
and his wife excufed themfelves on the fcore of 
bufineft ; but Ned, who had no fuch ple^ to 
make, nor any difpofition to invent one, thank- 
fully Accepted the propofal. 

The day fuccceding, and fome few others, 
ivere pafled by Mrs, Goodifon and Cpnftantia 
at Mr. Somerville's in the neceflary preparationsf 
and. arrangements previous to their leaving Lon- 
don J during this time Ned's diffidence and their 
occupations did not admit of any interview, and 
8 their 
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their departure was only announced to him i>y 3 
note from the old gentleman, reminding him of 
his engagement : his fpirits were by this time fo 
much lowered from their late elevation, that he 
even doubted if he fhould accept the invitation : 

• love however took care to fettle this point in 
his own favour, and Ned arrived at the place of 
his deftination rather as a vi<9im under the power 
of a hopelefs paffion, than as a modern fine 
gentleman with the affiiming airs of a conqueror. 
The charms of the beautiful Conftantia, which 
had drawn her indolent admirer fo much out of 
his charafter and fo far from his home, now 
heightened by the happy reverfe of her fituatioi^ 
and fct off with all the aids of drefs, dazzled him 
with their lu'ftre ; and though her change of for- 
tune and appearance was not calculated to dimi- 
ni(h his pailion, it feemed to forbid his hopes : 
in forrow, poverty and, dependancc flie had in- 
fpired him with the generous ambition of ref- 
cuing her from a fituation fo ill proportioned! 
to her merits, and„ though he had not actually 
made, he had very ferioufly meditated a propofal 

. of marriage : He faw her now in a fyr different 
point of view, and comparing her with himfelf^ 
her beauty, fortune and accomplifliments with his. 
own confcious deficiencies, he funk into defpatr* 
& This 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



N»i27. THE OaSERVEK. 15 

This was not unobfcrved by Conftantia, neither 
did ihe Want the penetration to difcern the caufe 
of It. When he had dragged on this wretched 
cxiftfcnce for fome days, he found the pain of it 
no longer fupportable, and, afcamed of wearing 
a face* 6f woe in the houfe of happiriefe, he toe* 
the hardy refolution of bidding farewell to Con-^ 
ftantia and his hopes for ever. 

Whilft he was meditating upon this painfal 
fabjcA one evening during a folitary walk, he 
was furprized to hear himfelf accofted Jhy.the 
very perfon, from whofe chains he had determined 
to break loofe ; ConQantia was unattended, th(^ 
place was retired, the hour was fqlemn aqd hct 
looks were foft and full of compaffiom . What 
cannot love tfkQ. ? it infptred him with refoilu-i^ 
tion to ipeak ; it did more, it fupplied him with 
eloquence to exprefs his feelings. 

Conftantiia in few words gav% him to under'* 
ftand that (he rightly guefled the fituation of his 
mind ; this at once drew fx:om him a confeffion 
of bis love and his defpair- — of the former he 
IjJoke little and with no difplay; he neither 
(ought i6 reconlmend his paffion, or excite her 
pity J of his own defers he fpoke more at large, 
and dwelt much upon his want of education i he 
reproached himfelf for the habitual indolence of 

his 
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his di^pfttion^ and dien, for the firft time, rai& 
jng his e)tes from the ground, be turned them on 
Conftantia) and after a paufe exclaimed, ^< Tlonfc 
^ Hoaiisen^ you are reitt>red to a condition^ 
^< which no lionger fubjeifl^ you to die pofibl^ 
^ bcslfiqc I had once the audadty to hint b,U 
^^ Con&kms as I am of my own unwprthineS 
<^ at all times to aipire to ituch.a^ropdfal, let m^ 
*^ do myfelf die juftice to declare diat my heart 
^' was o|>en to you in die ptireft fenfe ; that td 
^ have tendered an afylum to your belaved m<3^ 
^ ther, without eniharing yokr heart by die ob-* 
^^ ligation, would ftill haVe been the pride of my 
^ life, and I as truly abhorred to etad, as yoii 
^ could diidain to grants an interefted furrende# 
^ of yoiif hand : and now^ lovely Conftantia^ 
*^ when I am ^bout to4eave you in the bofom cf 
** profperity, if. I do not feem to part frbm yotf 
V with all that linmixt felicity, which your good 
^ fortune oug;J)t to infpire^ do not reproach mi 
^ for my unhappy weaknefe $ but recollect fbf 
^ once in your life, tiiat your charms are irrefiAl^ 
^ ble, and my foul only toO fufceptible of theij* 
^ power and too far plunged into delpair^ to 
** admit of any happinefs hereafter/^ 

At the conclufion of this fpeech Ned agaiit 
fixt bis eyes on the ground; afteraAert filence, 

** J perceive,** 
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** I perceive,* replied Conftantia,' ** that my 
^ bbfervations of late were rightly formed, anci 
** you have been torturing pur mind with re- 
^ fIe<^ons very flattering to me, but not very 
^ juft tpwards yourfelf : *elieve me. Sir, your 
" opinion is as much tbd^eialted in one cafe, as 
** it is too humble in the other. As for me, hav- 
^* ing as yet feen little of the World but its mi- 
*' feries^ aAd being indebted to the benevolence 
^ of human nature for fupporting me under 
** them, I fhiill ever look to that principle as a 
*' greater recommendation in the charafter of a 
** companion for life, thah the moft brilliant ta- 
*^ lents or moft elegant accomplifhments : ill 
** the quiet walks of life I (hall expcft to find 
** my enjoyments." Here Ned ftarted from hi^ 
reverie, a gleam of joy ruflhed upon his heart, 
by an invduntafy motion he had grafped one of 
her hands ; {he perceived the tumult her words 
had created, and extricating her hand from his-^ 
** Permit me," iaidflie, ♦* to qualify my refpeA 
** for a benevolent difpofition by remarking to 
** you, that without a£Kvity there can be no vir- 
*' tue : I will explain myfelf more particularly ; 
*' I will fpeak to you with the fihcerity of a 
** friend— You arc bleft with excellent natural 
^< endowment^ a good heart and a good under- 
Voi. V. C « ftandingi 
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^ ik^n^ng ; y«u have nothing 4q do but t» 
f^ jQia)(;e joff an lack^ent baluti todtiiaviog jrp|i^ 
*« At'^pur commaivl> tp cfuplpy tb« one *n4 cuW 
** 4vate tlw5 otbpr : thp meaw of domg thi^ it 
^ would be preiMtnj^tion in me to prefciribc^ but 
•* a? my gwidfatb^^r i§ ii nwi well acquainjtoi 
^< witb tbe wprld 9pd fiiUy qualifif^d to gi>^. 
•* adyjcj^i I flwiuW c^iwftly recommend tp yo» 
^ WttP tetc a bafty doparnure before you bg^ 
" confuUed bhn, and I may veniwe to promife 
^* y W will jjeyer rq>ent of apy confidence yoii: 
^ ipiay repofe in bi? AieiuKbip and difcrejuon/* 

J}cre Cpaftani^a put an eivl to tbe con^^ 
^rejice and turned towards the hou^fe; Noi 
^qp4 f^^ in deep re^ei3ipn» his mind (pmetifpos 
lightening witb hqpc^ fometimes xelaiilMig inti» 
de^r : bis final deteniUnatioi^ bowevei^ wa# 
iQ obey Cooftantia's advice and fcek m intei> 
wew witb Mr- SpmcmiUef. 



N^GXXVIIL 

ry^E next merniHg, as foon as Ned and Mr^ 

X SemerviHe met, the old gentleman took 

kim into his library, and i^n he Was ieate^ 

•'Sir/' 
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« Sir/' laid he, « I Ihall fare ycta fomc emtfar* 
*^ raffinent V I b^is our confereoce hy teUtng 
*' you dikt 1 am weH apprifed of ]rotir fentittdntft 
<< towards my Conftantia $ lihiU make tbe£ml6 
^^ liafte to pot you oat of fiifpenie by afibring 
'' jroli diat I am not unfriendly to your wiihei»'* 
This was an opening of ilicfa unexpeded ^0f 
tb Ned^ thsthis fpirits kad nearly funk under ltH6 
lurpriee i fae ftared wildly without pOwier of ut<l 
t&raoce, ftarte venturing to credit wfaait he hatf 
heard ; th^ bbdd ruflidd into his obeddi, nnd 
Sonoiervine) irai^ his difiarder^ proireeded t 
^' Wbeh I hive 6id this on my owii paft^ ttnf^ 
^ derftand) yom^^endeoian^ Aatlocily en§ig^ 
^ not to obftruS: your iuccefe, I do na^ bay 1 
^^ tamiot^ undertake tb enfinre it : that liiuft de^ 
^ paid upon Cbnftantib ; permit me to add, it 
* muft depend upon yourlelf." Hkrc Ned, dn^s 
able tofupprefsUs faranfpcnts, eagerly dmianded 
what there could be in his power to doj that 
might advance him in die good opinion and 
efteem of Conftantia } (ixch was his gratitude to the 
old gtitirledian for his kmdneft, that he ooiild 
fcarce refaUn ffom Growing himfelf at his fectf 
ami bb itiiplol^ed him inifamtly to point dOt the 
ha^y means, which he would imtdlcitly friibracei 
were ifa^ every b difficulty ever fd diwgerwi; 
Ca « There 
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*< There will be neidier hardlhip nor hazard,'* 
replied Mr. Somenrille) ^^ in what I (hall advife. 
<< Great things may be accomplifhed in a {hort 
^ time^ where the difpofition Is good and the 
^ iindfrftanding apt: Aough your father neg- 
*< le&ed your education, it is no reafon you (hould 
^ negle&yourfelf ; you muft fhakeofFyour indo- 
^^ lences and as the &rft ftep neceilary towards 
^ your future comfort is to put yourfelf at cafe 
" in point of fortune, you muft make yourfelf 
*« matter of your own cflate j that I fufpcS can 
«' only be done by extricating your af&irs from 
^< the hands they are in; \>ut as thisis a bufinefs, 
** that' will require, the affiftance of an honeft 
*^ and able agent, I fhall recommend to you my 
<< own lawyer,, on whofe integrity you may fe- 
«« curely rely ; he will foon reduce yourafiairs 
** to fuch a fyftem.of regularity, that you wiH 
<* find it an eafy bufincfs, and when you difcover 
^ how many fources of fiiture happinefe it opens. 
^ to you, you will purfue it as an em|>loyment 
** of no lefe pleafure dian advantagew** » 

To this good advice Ned promifed the fdlefl: 
a^d moft unreferved obedience; Mr. Somenrille 
refiimed his fubjed and proceeded: <* When 
^' you have thus laid the foundation in ceco- 
^ nomy, what remains to be done will bea tafk 

«of 
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« of pleafure : this will confift in fiirnt(hing 
*^ your mind and enlarging your experience, in 
*' fliort, Sir, rubbing off the ruft of indolence 
*< and the prejudices of a narrow education: 
<^ now for this important undertaking I have a 
<? friend in my eye, whofe underftanding, tem- 
" per, morals and manners qualify him to rcn- 
<« der you mod eilential fervices : with this ami- 
<^ able and inftrudtive companion I (hould in 
^^ the jirft place recommend you to t^ike a 
^ tour through the moft interefting par^ of 
** your own country, and hereafter, as occafion 
<* fhall ferve, you may, or you may not, extend 
f' your travels into other countries : this is the 
*' beft counfcl I have to give you, and I tender 
<^ it with all poifible good wiibes for your 
« fuccefe," 

A plan, propofed with fo much cordiality and 
holding forth fuch a reward for the accomplifli- 
ment of its conditions, could not fail to be em-» 
braced with ardour by the late defpairing loVer 
of Conftantia. The worthy lawyer was pre-^ 
pared for the undertaking, ^nd Ned was all im- 
patience to convince Mr* Somerville^ that in« 
dolence was no longer his ruling defeat* He 
gave inftant orders fof his journey, and then 
^W to Conftantia, at whofe feet he poured 
C 3 forth 
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forth the humble, yet ardent, acki^owledgments 
of a heart overflowing with gratitude and love : 
it- itemed as if lore'* arrmr, like Ahurrel's fp^r^ 
pofleflfedthe magic powers of transformation with 
»teueh : thw^e was a fpirit in.his eyeJ, an energy 
in his nnotions, an illumtnation over his whole 
perfon, that gave hi»f<mn and features anewcaft : 
Gonftanda iaw the fudden transformation with 
farpriae, and as it evinced the ffexibilitjr of his 
nature and the infiaence of her own charms, fhe 
fiw it alfo with delight : *^So (bon ! '* was her only 
r^ly^ when be announced his immediate depar-' 
tarcj but thofa words were uttered widi fuch a ca- 
dence and accompanied by ftich a look, as to die 
eye and ear of love conveyed more meaning than 
volumes would contain^ unaided .by fuch expfef. 
fion — '* Yes, adorable Conftantia," he exclaimed, 
*< I am now fetting forth to give the carlieft 
^^ proof in my power of a ready and alert obediv, 
*^ ence to the diflates of my beft advifer i thefe 
♦*• few moments, which your condefccnfion in- 
<t dulges me with, are the only moments Ifliall' 
^^ not rigidly devote to the immediate duties of 
^^ my taflct: infpired- with the hope of returning^ 
<i lefs unworthy of your attention, I chearfully 
** fubmit to banifli. myfelf from your fight for a 
«« time, content to ch^rifh in my heart the lovely 

** image 
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^ irtttige thi^rt impreft, ahd ftartterlttg ttiyftlt i 
« have the fahftlon of yottt gobd wlffiet for thd 
^ fliceeft of ihy undertaking." Cdnftantii aft. 
itnred hhri He had her good Wilhes for &;e)j hap- 
^Itiefi in life, and,' then yiddinghei- h^hd'td bim; 
bfe'tertdferijr prdftd it to his lips art J departed. 

If #ould be an unlntbreffing detail t5 ertU- 
«ieratfe the^tmtgenieilt§^, which NedB)^ tHfe Ih- 
ftliftioni of bi^ friendly 4nd' judicious agent 
idojpted on his return tit Poppjr-balL IB^ aiftiit 
bad indcfed been much tit^c&cdj but tbejr vretH 
nbt emba^rafledi fo that they T/rere eaffly put intd 
fd& order and regulation, as gave Him* fult 
Wfiiit for purfiiln^ othtt objeflfeof a ibofe^anl:* 
mating nature: With this ti^W he returned ttt hl4 
ffiend Mtr; 8omervtlle, ahd Was agairt blferf 
^ith the prefence of Coflftantia, to Tiirtiom tvttf 
ds^ feemed to add neW gfaces: be Was wd- 
tfMiei by aH parties in the iridft aflFe£Bonat6 man- 
nttft-'j Mn Somervirte, upon converfirtg \v!th hh 
ftWy^r, received a very flatteririg reptrtt of Netf^s 
naivity- and- attentlori, Mt if^as be diipJeaftd ttf 
hear from the fame authority, that his eftatfe ami 
^operty ht exceeded any" a;tnfoanf, which the 
unpretending owhcr Hmftlf hadever hinted at. 

It was now the latter end of April, and Ned 

bad allowed bimfelf oarfy a few'daystt)|«'eparfc fof 

C 4 his 
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hh tour, and to form an acquaintance Wit;h die 
amiable perfoo, who at Mr^ Somerville's requeft 
had CAgaged to accompany him ; their plan was 
to employ fix months in this excurfion through 
]|£ngland and part of Scotland, during which they 
were to vifit the chief towns and principal ma-i 
nufadprie^, and Mr. Somerville had further con- 
trived to lay out their courie, fo as tq ^U in with 
the houfes of fon^ of his friends by the way, 
where he had fecured them a welcome in fuch 
focieties, as promifed no lefs profit than amuie-^ 
^lent to a young perfon in the purfuit of experi- 
ence. Meafures had ()een taken to provide equi- 
page, fervants and all things requifite for a tra-i 
veiling eftablifhment, amongft which a few well- 
feleded books yitert not forgotten, and, thus at 
length equipt, Ned with his companion, on the 
firft morning of the month of May, having taken 
leave of Mr, Somerville an4 Mrs. Goodifon, and 
received a tender adieu froqi his beloved Confian- 
%hy ftept reluctantly into his chaife, and left the 
fineft eyes in the creation to pay the tribute of 9, 
tear to the forrows of the fccne. 

From this period I had heard nothing of his 
proceedings till a few days ago, when I was fa-; 
voured by him with the following letter, dated 
from (he l^oufe of Mr^ Somerville : 

<« peai' 
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« Dear Sir, 
** I am juft returned from a fix months 
♦' tour, in the courfe of which I have vidted 
^ a variety of places and perfons in company 
*' with a gendeman, from whofe pleating fociety 
** I have reaped the higheft enjoyment, and, if I 
^^ do not deceive my(elf, no fm^ll degree pf pro^ 
^ fit and inftru6lion* 

** Before I fate out upon this excurfion I had 
^ the fatisfa£lion offeeing my private affairs put 
*' in fuch a train, and arranged upon fo clear a 
** lyftem, that I find myfelf in pofleffion of a 
** fund of occupation for the reft of my days in 
^* fuperintending the concerns of my eftate, and 
^ interefting myfelf in the welfare and profpe-* 
♦* rity of every perfon, who depends upon me. 

" When I returned to this charming place^ 
^ the reception I met with froq^i Mr, Somcrville 
*' was as flattering as can be conceived j the 
^ worthy mother of my beloved Conftantia was 
*' no lefs tind to mej but in what words can I 
*' attempt to convey to you thd impreflion I felt 
" on my heart, when I was welcomed with 
^ fm|les of approbation by the ever-adorable ob- 
*' je£l of my affeftion ? What tranfport did it 
^^ give me, when I found her anxious to enquire 
** into every circumftance, that had occured in 
♦* the courfe of my travels ! none were too mi^ 

** nute 
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« nute for her notice ; (he feemcd' to take an 
^ ifltercft in every thing that had happened to 
^ me, and our converfations wdre rencfw«edtinlc 
^ after time without wearinefs on her fart, or 
•* any profpcft of exhaufting our fubjcd. 

" At this time I had no other expeftfttfon but 
•* of a fecond excuriion with th6 condii£teir of 
" the firft, and as diat gentleman was in fre- 
<* quent conference witb Mr. SomerVille, I took 
** for granted they were concerting the plan oif 
^ a foreign tour; and though my heart waS 
•* every hour more and more fondly attached to 
** Conftamia, fo that a feparation ftom her was 
. ^ painful to reflefl: on, yet I was refolved at aH 
«* events not to fwerve from my engagements 
<* with her grandfether, and therefore held rtiy- 
^ felf in trembling cxpecSbtion of anothei^ fum- 
" mons to go forth: delfghtfiiHy as tfie houf^ 
** pafied away in her fbciety, I dreaded Icfftarij^ 
^* fymptoms of felf-indulgcnce flionid lower me 
** in her opinion, or create fttfpicions in Mr. 
*« Somcrville and Mrs. Gooiifon tiki L wa«^ lA 
** any danger of relapfing into my forrtiet indo- 
"' lence : I therefore feized the flrft opportunifj^ 
** of explaining myfelf to thoft reQ)e6labl6 
*^ friends, when Conftantia v^as not' prefent, 
«« and, addreffing myfelf to Mr* Soinertiftt, a<l 
^ fured him that 1 was not difpofed tei forget 

** any 
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^•^ any part of his good advice, nor fo much my 
^^ own enemy as to evade any one of thofe con- 
^ ditions,. to. the performance of which be had* 
** annexed the hope of {o tranfcendant a reward : 
** conftious that- he couldimpofe nothing upoir 
** me fo hard to.doj or fo painfiil to fuffer, which 
** fuch a prize would not infinitely ovcrrbaknce^ 
*• I had no other backwardnefs or appreheniion 
** as to hi» commands, bi>t what fprung from the* 
^ conviifioft, that afper all my cfForta I maft* 
*' ever remain .unworthy of Conftantia* 

•* I (hall never forget Mr. Somcrville's reply, 
^ nor tfee aftion wWch accompanied it; My 
*• good friend, (t&d he, (leaning over the amr 
« of the chairj and kindly takifig me by die 
*• hanrf) ' it is more thanr enougji for a man tor 
*• have made one fach fatal error in his life as T 
** have done, one fuch unhappy facrifice to the 
" fitlfe opinions of the world ; but though I have 
** heartily repented of this error, I am not fo far 
•* reformed, as. to be without ambition in the 
^ choice of a htilband for our Conftaotia; no,- 
*• Sif, I am ftill as ambitious as ever, but I hope 
^ with better judgment and upon better prin- 
* ciples: I will not bate an atom of virtue in 
** the bargain I am to make ; I infift upon the 
" good qualities of the heart and temper to the 
^ laft fcruple ; thefe are the effentials ^xdiich I 

« rigidly 
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** rigidly exad, and all thefe you poflefsj 'there 
*^ are indeed other, many other, incidental ar- 
*f tides, which you may, or you may not, fuperadd 
" to the account ; but 1 am contented to ftrike 
<^ hands with you on the fpot, though you (hall 
*' never have fet foot uppn foreign foil.p-r*What 
^ fays my daughter to this i . 

^ When I caft my eyes upon the countenance 
^ of the mod benevolent of women, and faw it 
** turned cxpreffivcly upon me, finiling through 
^ tears, joy palpitated at my heart, whilft Ihe de^- 
** livered herfelf as follows : — ^I were of all beings 
^ moft infenfible, could I withhold my teftimony- 
^ to this gentleman's merits, or my entire aflcnt 
<^ to his alliance with my d^ugl>ter ; but ^s I have 
<^ ever repofed perfect confidence in her, and, as 
^ far as I was enabled, always confulted her 
<^ wi(hes, I (hould be glad this qu^ftion might be 
" fairly and candidly referred to her unbiaffed 
*• judgment for decifion ; fhe is very young ; oiur 
^ friend here is neither old in years nor expe^ 
** rience ; both parties have time before them; 
*f (hould (lie be willipg to bold off from the 
** married ftate for a while, (hould (he forefee 
^ advantages in cur friend's undertaking a 
^ fecond tour with the fame inftru£live aflb-. 
^' ciate, (whether into foreign countries or nearer 
^ home) let her be the judge of what is moft 

« likely 
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*' likely to conduce to her future happiiiefs in a 
" hufband, and as I am perfuaded our friend 
** Here will pt^Stik no unfair in^furcs for biaffing 
*^ her judgment, let him confult Conftantia's 
^ wiibes on the cafe, and as (he determines (6 
*^ let him a6l, and fo let us^ree. 

*' With thefe inftruaioris, which Mr Somer^ 
** ville feconded, I haftened to Conilantia, and 
*' without hefitation or difguife related u> her 
** what had paffed and requefted her decilion. 
« Judge (if it be poffible to judge) of my tran- 
^ iports, when that ingenuous, that angelic 
*5 creature gave me a reply, that left no room to 
*' doubt that I was Weft in the polTeffion of her 
^ heart, and that flie could not endure a fecopjd 
" feparation* 

** I flew to Mr. Son\crville ; I fell at the feet 
*^ of Mrs. Goodifon ; I interceded, implored 
" and was accepted. Nothing ever equalled the 
" generofity of their behaviour. I am now to 
^ change my name to Somerville, at that wor- 
*^ thy gentleman's exprefs defire, and meafures 
** are ali^ady in train for that purpofe. The 
^ fame abilities, which I am indebted to for the 
*^ good condition of my affairs, are employed in 
^ perfefting the marriage fettlement, and the 
^ period now between me and happinefs would 

. - "by 
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^ by any odier perfon but myfelf be teraied k 
*' very fliort one. 

^ Thus am I on the very eve of beii^ bleft 
^ with the loveliefty the divineft objed upoh 
^ cardi) and dius have I by the good counti df 
** my friends (in wbich mimber I ihall ever reci 
^ kon pu) broke the fliackles of Aat unmanly 
. «€ indolence, under which I was finkiag zf/zct 
^ into irretrievable languor and infigniicaiice, 
^ Henceforward I entreat you to r^ard me ai 
« a tiew man, and believe that with rtiy n^mel 
^ have put off my infirmity. We are in ^\lf 
« expeffaition of our friendly Abrahams^ whd is 
** an Ifraeliti indeed: your company woultl 
^ round our circle and complete the happinefk 
«< of 

** Your ever afffeilionatc 

*< Edward/' 



N* 
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N- CXXIX. 

F0€mt^*4nM ad pmrtftn fiultitia rapiu 

(p. SYR&$.) 

To TH? OBSERVER. 
•Sir, 

THE antieqt ftmiJjr of the Saplings^ whereof 
your humbk fervsint is the unworthy 
rcprefentativc, has been Sox many genera* 
^PDS cllft]dQgyi(he4 for a certain pliability of 
;[Bmper> which wi0iioi?ie people poffes lor good* 
l|iU0U>^r| am) by others is called weaknefs ; but 
bp\vevi|r the world may differ in dcfcribing i^ 
ihere feems a g^ner^ agreement xti the mamie» 
rfm^ingttfoofit. 

Our fiimily eftate, though far from contempti- 
He^ is cpnfiderably reduced from its antient 
^pendor, not only by an unlucky tumble that m/ 
{T^ndfsfther Sir Paul got in the fampus Miffifippi 
fcbwnej Iput.alfo by various lofles, bad debts and 
incwtious fccuriuee> which have fellen heavy 
ujmn the purfcs of my predeceflbrs at different 
times J but as every man mufl pay for his good 
grafter, I daf e fay they did not repent of their 
PMT^afe^ and Jor my part it is a reflection that 
9 never 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



5i fKE 6'BSEkVfeR. N^ii^ 

never gives me any difturbance. This aforefaid 
grandfather of mine was fuppofed to have fur- 
niflied Congreve with the hint for his charafter 
of Sir Paul Pliant^ at leaft It hndi bcch fo 
Whifpered Co me very frequently by my aunt 
Jemima, who was a great colle(^or of family 
anecdotes ; and, to (peak the truth, I am not to- 
tally without fujpicion, that a certain ingenious 
author, lately deceafed, had an eye towards mj^ 
infignificant felf in the dramatic pourtrait of his 
Cood'Tiatured Mart. ^ 

Though I fcoril the il6tioh of fetting rayfetf 
off .to the public and you by panegyrics of mjr 
own penning, (as the manner of fome is) yet I 
may truly fay without boafting, that I had ttie 
charaSer at fchool of being the very ht&fag that 
ever came into itj and this I believe ever/ 
gentleman, who was my contemporary at ff^eft^ 
mtnjler^ will do me the j uftice to acknowledge : it 
was a reputation I confefs that I did not earn 
for nothing, for whilft I worked the clothes off 
my back and the fkin off my bones in fcouting 
upon every body's errands, I was pummeled td 
a mummy by the boys, Jhewed up by the ufhcrSj 
flead alive by the miafters and reported for an 
incorrigible dunce at my book ; a report, whrcb 
under corre<Sion I muft think had fbme degree 

of 
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of injuftice in it^ as it was impoffihle f^r me to 
leara a book I was Hev^ albwed to open: in 
this period of my edi^cation I took little food anct 
lah ileep) h that> whilft I (bot up in ftaturi 
after tks manner of my progenitors^ who were a 
tall raee of men, I grew as gaunt as a grey-^ 
hound, but having abundantly more fpirit than 
f^rsngtk, and being vot^ by the great boys to 
to be what is called Trut game^ I was fingled out 
as a kind of tr ial^cock, and pitted againft every 
new comer to make proof of his bottom in fair 
fighting, though I may fafely fay I never turned 
put upon a quarrel of my own making in all my 
life. No^withftanding all thefe honours, which 
I obtained fr-oni my colleagues, I will not at- 
tempt to difguife from you that I left the fchool 
in difgra^e, being expelled by the mafter^ when 
head of m-^ boarding houfe, for not fupporting 
my i^utfaority over the petty boys belonging to i^ 
who I muft confefs i^ere juft then not in the 
cnoft orderly ^ correift ftate of difcipline. 

My father, ^^^fe tnaxim it was never to let 
trifles vex him, rieceived me with all the gooi 
humour in li/e^ and admitted me pf the univer-^ 
fity of Oxford: here I was overjoyed to fini 
that die aff*^ of the expulfion was ib bx from 

ViMt. V* D having 
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having prejudiced my contemporaries againft- 
tne,: that I was reforted to by numbers, v^ofe 
time hung upon their hands, and my rooms be- 
came the, rendezvous of all the loungers in the 
college: few or no fchemes were fet on foot^ 
without me, and if a loofe guinea or two W2is 
wanted for the purpofe, every body knew where 
to have it : I was allowed a horfe for my 
health's fake, which was rather delicate, but I 
cannot fay my health was much the better for 
him, as I never mounted his back above once or 
twice^ whilft my friends kept him in cxercife 
morning and evening, as long as he laited^ 
which indeed was only till the hunting feafon fet 
in, when the currier had his hide, and his flefh 
went to the kennel. I muft own I did not 
excel in any of my academical exercifes, fave that 
of circumambulating the colleges and public 
buildings with ftrangers, who came to gaze 
about them for curiofity's fake j in this branch of 
learning I gained fuch general reputation as to 
be honoured with the title of Keeptr^ofthe Lions i 
neither will I di%uife the {xQ^wtnt pbatkns I in- 
curred for negled): of college duties, and pacticu- 
Jarly for non-attendance at chapel, but in this I 
ihould BQt perhaps have been thought. fo repre* 
: § , hcnfible. 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



N^iag. THE OBSERVER. * 35 

henfible, had it been known that my furplice 
never failed to be there, though I had rarely the 
credit of bearing it company. 

My mother died of a cold fhe caught by at- 
tending fome young ladies on a water-party be- 
fore I had been a month in the world j and my 
father never married again, having promifed her 
on her death-bed not to bring a ftepdame into his 
family, whilft I furvived : I had the misfortune 
to lofe him when I was in my twenty-fecond 
year j be got his death at a country canvafs for 
Sir Harry Ofier, a very obliging gentleman and 
nearly related to our family : I attended my fa- 
ther's corpfe to the grave, on which melancholy 
occafion fuch were the lamentations and bewail- 
ings of all the fervants in the houfe, that I thought 
it but a proper return for their afFedtion to his 
memory to prove myfelf a^ kind a mafter by 
continuing them in their feveral employs : this 
however was not altogether what they meant, 
as I was foon convinced every one amongfl: 
them had a remonftrance to make and a new de- 
mand tp prefer : the butler would have better 
perquifites, the footman wanted to be out of 
livery, the fcullion demanded tea-money, and the 
cook murmured about kitchen-ftuffl 

D a Though 
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Though I was now a fingle being in the 
world, my friends and neighbours kindly took 
care I (hould not be a folitary one ; I was young 
indeed and of fmall experience in the world, but 
I had plenty of counfdlors : fbme advifed me to 
buy horfes they wanted to fell, others to fell 
horfes they wanted to bi^ : a lady -of great tafte 
fell in love with two or three of my beft cowj 
for their colour ; they were upon her lawn the 
next day : a gentleman of extraordinary virtu 
difcovered a pifture or two in my colle£lion^ th«( 
exadlly fitted bis pannels: an eminent im- 
prover, whom every body declared to be the 
firft genius of the age for laying out groufidsy 
had taken meafures for tranfporting my garden 
a mile out of my fight, and floating my richcft 
ineadow grounds with a lake of muddy water: 
^s fof my manfion and its appendages I am per- 
fuaded *I could never have kept them in their 
places, had it not been thjrt the feveral projec-^ 
torsj who all united iii pulling them down, ooxxM 
never rightly agree in wTiat particular (pot to 
build them up again : one kind friend compli- 
mented me with the firft refufal of a miftref% 
whom for reafons of oeconomy he was obligcB 
to part from ; and a neighhouring gemlewortian, 
Svhofc daughter had -perhaps ftuek on hand a 
9 little 
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little loagei* tha^ wa^ convenient^ more than 
hinted to me that Mifs had every requiiite ia 
life to make the married (late perfinStly happy* 

In jufticc however to my own difcretion kst 

me (ay diat I wasr not hafiily (^rpviztd Into a 

ierious m^afure by this latter overture, nor did 

I afk the yo^ng lady's band it> marriage till I 

wa^ verily p-e«;fi*aded by her ^xceffive foodnds 

that there were no o^er me^s to fave her Mc 

Now wbetber k was the violence of her paAon 

before our marriagei that gave fome flioek to 

her iotelleSs, or fran\ wtot other cawfe it might 

proceed I know noc, certain however it is> that 

after marriage ^e bec^pi« fiAjeft to very odd 

whims and c;i|3rices, and though I made it a 

point 9f huff^nity i^ever tp thwart her in thefe 

bun^i^rs, yet I was ftWow forttt^ate cnoiigh to 

pleafe herj fo that, had i not been fure to de- 

ma^ftratM>n that love fc>r me was the cattfe atki 

origin of them all, I might have been fo de-^ 

ceivedhy appeara|iK;^^:%f t^bf4v,9 iRiF^uted them 

to averfion. She was in the habit of <kcidiog 

upon almoft every ai^ion in fe^rlife by the ia<ar* 

pre^tian of her 4reaf^ in wbi^h I cannot 

doub^ her great ikjl), jhpiji^h I equld aot always 

C(?qapfcb^n4 tb^ prim;JpJ^s, on whifih fbc .applied 

iti igbte fiever failfd> isHfo^tsra^ winter fct in, to 

D 3 dream 
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dream of going to London, and our journey as 
certainly fucceeded ; I remember upon our ar- 
rival there th^ firft year after our marriage, fhc 
dreamt of a new coach, and at the fanrre time pu(: 
the fervants in pew liveries, the colours and 
pi^ttcrn of which were circum'ftantially revealed 
to her in fleep : fometimes, (dear creature !) fhe 
dreamt of winning large fums at cajrds, but I am 
apt to think thofc dreSms were of the fort, 'which 
(houid have been interpreted by their contraries : 
fliQ was not a little fond of running after conju- 
rors and deaf and dumb fortune tellers, who 
dealt in figures and caft nativities 5 and when we 
were in the country my barns and outhoufes 
were haunted with gypfies and vagabonds, who 
made fad havoc virith our pigs^nd poultry: of 
gbofts^and evil fpirits {he had fuch terror, that^I 
-was- fain to keep'a chaplain in my houfe to exojr- 
cife the chambers, and when bufinefs called me 
from home, the good man condefcended fo far fo 
her fears, . as t& flfeep in z little clofet within her 
call in cafe ftie was trpubled in the night ; arfd I 
tmiik fay this for my friend, that if there is any 
truft to be put ih ile(h and blood, he was a 
: match for the heft fpirit that ever walked: ihe 
had all the fenfibility in life towards omens and 
prognofticsj and though I guarded -every ^notion 
. . ' an4 
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and a£lion, that mighty give any poffible aLtrm 
to her, yet my unhappy awkwardneflcs were 
always boding iB luck, and I had the grief of 
heart to bear her declare in her laft momenta, 
th^t a c^tai overfight i had been guilty of in 
handing to her a candle with an enormous 
Windihg-^feeet appendwigt?© it was the immediate 
occafion of her death and my if repaqible^ miC 
fortune, : ... - 

My fecond wife I married in mere charity and 
<:ompaffion, becaufe a young fellow, whom ihe 
^Was engaged to, had playcfd-hcr a bafe trick by 
fcandrioufly breaking off the match, when the 
wedding dfothes were bought, fthe day apj^inted 
for the -wedding and mj^elf incited to it. Such 
tranfaiMofts^ ever appeared ftoeking to nie, arid 
therefore to make up her kfs toiler as wdlas I 
was able, I put myfelf to extraordinary charges 
for providing her wiflv every thing handfome 
upon oitr marriage : (he was a fine woman, loved 
(hew and' was particularly fond of difpla3n*ngher« 
felf in piAlic places, where fhe had an opportunity 
of meeting and mortifying fhe young man, who 
liad behaved fo ill to her : flie took this revenge 
againft him fo often, that one day to hiy great 
Jurprize r difcovered that (he bad eloped from 
jne and &irly gone off with him. There wafe 
P 4 fomething 
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-fontethiilg fo onhaii^mC) ils I tbouglMi^ in this 
firoceedtng, that I ftould prokibly have tiken 
iegid ffleafiir^s fdc tedrds, Us in Uc^ caTes other 
huAands haVe dorfe, hkl I «dt hedi <liv«rte4 
from niy pttrpafe 4>y i v^r^ civil tide fir<Mn the 
ge nd efli an htoiftSi^ Wherein he faya — ^< Tluifc 
^ being k fcmng^ fon ef titde or Ho fotttifte^ 
^ he hOpK I Kfin to6 mutiii ^ « gendenuin to 
<< think of reforting to the vexatious tfif^fv^pe^ 
"^ of die law for revengifig myfelf «p6n trim ^ 
<^ and^ ^ A proof <^ his readineft to^nake aie 
^ ^ the reparatiem in his power inaaJKHieur* 
<< able way, he begs lesive to infor-m m^ that he 
^ *fliall moft re^pe<^ully attend upcm ^me with 
^ dther fword ^r piftols, etc with >bod^ when** 
^. ever I fiiall be ^ekfix) to lay nay commanda 
^^ uptsi him for e nie^iiig, and i^ppQi»Rt ^ boor 
*' and^lace." 

: After fueh-anon^mont bn the part of the offen* 
Ikf) I could no longer b^^bour any thoi^bts of 
a -divoi'oe, efpecially as my younger brother the 
fArbn has l^irs |k> continue the fuailyy and 
ife^e^ms to thifik To -entirely with me in the bud^ 
iids^ -that I have determined to drop 4t aitQ<" 
^ther, and give ti^e- parties no further molefta- 
♦tent; for, as my -brother very properly obferves, 
it is-lhe'part of a chriftiaQ to forget and to for- 
give | 
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0iv« ; and in triidi I kc no se^fon wkf I fliottM 
•dtfitirb them in their enjoyments^ <x retwro evil 
fcr gp^ to an obliging genUemaxi, who has 
mkm a ta& of trouble •ff my hands, and &t im 
«£- my cafe for the r^St of my days ;. in which 
tra0<|uil and contented ftate of mind, as becomes 
.« i»A% wboTe inber^ce is phi^amhropy, aii4 
yrhofe ittotber's mUk hath beei> the milk of hu- 
unuakiiidaeft, I remain in all brodi^rly chai^tj 
jmi ^od iArill, 

Your'6 and the world^s friend, 

Simon SAPaonG. 



N^CXXX, 

V 

^ Ato^Svm Tov TTAuo'cav, ^ ^^xov icuatov obiuvav uvat^^ 

/* He, who another's peace annoys, 
^ By the lame aft his own deftroys.'* 

To THE OBSERVER. 

AS I have lived long enougk to repent of m 
fatal pr^penfity, that has jkd me to commit 
'lAany offences, not the kfs ukToaie to my pro^ 

Tent 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



tft THE OBSERVER. N* 130, 

•fent fcelingfl fer die fecrecy, witk which I con^ 
trivect ta execute them, and as thefexan now be 
Boothenvife atoned for than by a frank cenfeffion^ 
1 have rcfdved upon this mode of addreffing 
myfelf ta you* Few people chufe to di^l^ 
thctrowricharaaersto the worW in fuch c<rfoiirs 
as' I (ball give to mine, but as I have mangled fo 
iftany reputations in my tin^ without rtiercy^ I 
flbould bethe meaneft of mankind if I fpared my 
own ; and being now about to fpeak of a peifofi^ 
whom 00 man loves, I may give vent to ai| 
•acfimohy, at which no man can take offence. 
If I have been troublefome to others, I am no 
fefe uncomfortable to myfetf| and amidft vexa-* 
tions without number the greateft of all is, that 
there is not one^ which docs not originate fron^ 
inyfelf* 

i entered upon life with many advantages na- 
tural and acqairfed; I am indebted to my parents 
for a liberal education, and to nature for no con- 
temptij^le fhare of talents: my pr^openfities were 
not fuch as betrayed^ me into^ diiSpation and ^ex- 
travagancjp ^ my-mind wasvhalutualjy of a ftudi- 
cms caft ; I had a paflion for books, and began 
^(o coHefih ttem ;at an: early periwd-Af my life : 
to them> I devoted the greateft ^dttion'of my 
^me, artd b^ 4iiy vanity be*n;6f a fort to be 
^- ^ontente4 
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contented with the HteAry^t-edit' I harf now ac- 
tjuired, I had been happy ; tut 1 was* amhittoxij 
of convrncing the world I was not the idle ownd: 
of Weapons whidh I did not know the uic 
of; I ferzed every fafe opportunity of making 
my pretenfions tefpecfted by fuch dabblers in the 
belles Icttres, who paid court to me, and as I 
was ever cautious of ftepping an Mrtch beyond 
niy tether on thefe occafions, I foon found myfelf 
credited for more learrling, tlian ihy real ftock 
amounted to. frecieived aH vifitdrs in my library, 
affected a ftudious air, and took care to furnilh 
my table with volumes of a Klefl: fort;* upc^ 
thefe I was prepared to defcant', if-by chancea 
curious friend toot up any one" of tbem, and ^ 
;there is little fame to be got by treading in tlte 
"beaten track of popular opihion, • I fometimes 
^ook the liberty to be eccentric and" 'paradoxicsd 
in my criticifms and cavils, which' gained me 
great refpeS from the ignorant, {for upon fuc?i 
ionly I took care to praftife this .chicanery) fo 
^hat in a fliort time I became a fevereign 4id»- 
tor within a certain fet, who Iboked up to ir*e 
for fecond- hand opinions in- all 'matters of lite- 
rary tafte, and faw myfelf inaugul-ateid by fity 
flatterers cenfor of fell new publifeatadn«. 
My trumpeters had now rnade fuch^a noife in 

the 
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the world, thpit X bfegaa to W in great reque(l» 
and xncn of xtai literature laid out for my acr 
^uaintance ; but here I aficd widi a ^oldnei% 
that was in me conftitutional as well as pru« 
dendal: I wasrefolved not to rifk my Uurelsip 
and throw away the fruits of a triumph fo 
cheaply purchaied : folicitations, that would have 
-flattered others, only alarmed me i fuch was not 
the fociety I delighted in; againft iiich attacks I 
entrenched myftlf with the mod jealous caution ; 
Jf however hy accident I was drawn out of my 
laftnefles, and trapped unawares into an ambuf^ 
cade of wicked wits, I armed myf^plf to meet theqi 
J with a tripte tier of fmiles } I primed my lips with 
/uch a ready charge of flattery, that when I bad 
f^nce engiiged t^em in the pleafing conliemplatiofi 
;€»f their owa merits, they were feldom difpofed tp 
:icrutini9^iilto mine, and thus in general I cof^ 
•trived to efqape undete^d. Though it was vp 
-eafy matter to e?^tort an opinion from me in fuch 
.companies, yet. fometimes I was unavoidably 
etttangled in converfa^ion, and tji^n I was forced . 
40 have recourfe to all my addrefs^ happily my 
features were habituated to a {ipiic of the moil 
convertible, fort, fpr it would anfwer the purpoi^s 
of affe(9«d, bumility as well as thoft of aflmd 
;!Con{Brppt, to vriiich in tt uth it was more ccmge* 

nial; 
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mal : my pinion, therefore, upon any points 
controversy Aztterci both parties and befriended 
neither 5 it was calcsukted to imprefs the com- 
pany with an idea that I knew much more than 
I profeft to know 5 it was in ihort fo infinwating, 
fo fubmitted, fo hcfiUting, tiiat a man nuifthave 
had the heart of Nero to have perfecuted a be- 
ing fo abicdutely inoflenfive: but diefe facrifices 
coft me dear, for they were foreign to my nat^re^ 
and, as I hatted my fi^eriors, I avoided thcit 
fodety. 

Having f^fficiently difttnguilfaed myfelf as t 
crkic, I now 1>e'gan to meditate fome fecret ajt- 
tempts as an author ; but in thefe 1^ fame cau-^ 
tion attended me, amd my pei>fbrmances did not 
rife above a little fonnet, or a parody, which I 
circulated through a few hands without a Hame^^ 
prepared to difavow it^ if it was not applauded t^ 
my wiflies : I alfo wrote occafional diays anl 
paragraphs for the public prints, fay way of try* 
ing my talents in various kinds €ff ^ftile 5 by theft 
experiments I ac<}uired a certain facilit^'-of imi<*i 
tating other people's manner and difguiilng my 
xiwn, and fo far thy point was gained ; but as^for 
^he fecret iatisfadion I had ppomlfed tnyfejf m 
hearing my productions applauded, of that I was 
altogether ^ifeppointcd > for though I tried both 

praife 
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praife and difpraife for the purpofe of bringing, 
them into notice, I never had the pleafure to be 
contradifted by any man in the latter cafe, or 
feconded by a living foul in the former : I had 
circulated a little poem, which coft me fome 
pains, and as I bad been flattered with the ap- 
plaufe it gained from feveral of its readers, I put 
it one evening in my pocket, and went to the 
houfe of a certain perfon, who was much re-^ 
forted to by men of genius: an opportunity 
luckily offered for producing my manufcript^ 
which I was prepared to avow as foon as the 
company prefent had given fentence in its favour: 
it was put into the hapds of a dramatic author of 
fome celebrity, who read it aloud, and in a man- 
ner as I thought that clearly anticipated his dif* 
guft ; as foon therefore as he had finifhed it and 
demanded of me if I knew the author, I had no 
belitation to declare that I did not — ^Then I pre- 
fume, rejcMned he, it is iio offence to fay I think 
it the mqreft trafh I ever read — None in life, I 
replied, and il'om that moment held him in ever«* 
tailing hatred. 

- Difgnfted with the w6rld I now began to dip 
my-pen in gall, and as foon as I had fmgjed out 
•a proper objeft for my fpleen, I looked round 
iuin for bis weak fide> where I could place a 

blow 
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blow to bcft «ffc<ft, and wound him undtf^* 
covered: the author abovemenrioned had afuQ 
Ihare of my attention ; he was jfti irritable man, 
and I have Teen him agonized with the pa«i» 
which my very ihafts had given him, whilft I 
was foremoft to arraign the fcurrility of the age 
and encourage him to difregard it : the pra<5hfc 
I had been in of malking my ftile facilitated my 
attacks upon every body, who either moved my 
envy, or provoked my fpleen. 

The meaneft of all paflions had now taken 
entire poffeffion of my heart, and I furrendered 
myfelf to it without a ftruggle : ftill there was a 
ccnfcioufnefs about me, that funk me in my own 
cfteem, and when I met the eye of a man, whom 
I had fecretly defamed j I felt abafhed (bciety 
became painful to me ; and I flirunk into retire- 
ment, for my felf-efteem was loft ; though I had 
gratified my malice, I had deftroyed my comfort; 
I now contemplated myfelf a folitary being at 
the very moment when I had every requifite of 
fortune, health and endowments t# have recom- 
mended me to the world, and to thofe tender ties 
and engagements, which are natural to man and 
conftitute his beft enjoyments, 
c The folitude, I reforted to, made me every 
day more morofe^ and fupplied me with reflec- 
tions 
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tion9 that rendered me intolerable to myfelf and 
tmfit for fociety. I bad reafon to apprehend^ in 
^pite of all my caution, that I was now narrowly 
watched^ and that ftrong fufpicions were takca 
vp i^atnfl mej when as I was feafttng my 
jaundiced eye one morning with a certain new£^ 
paper» which I was in the habit of employing a» 
Ac vehicle of my venom, I was ftartled at dif-- 
covering myfelf conipicuoufly pointed out in an 
angry column as a cowardly deiamer^ and ric^ 
naced with peribnal chaflifement, as foon as 
ever proofs could be obtained againft nye ; and 
ihk threatening denunciation evidently came 
from the very author, who had unknowingly 
given me fuch umbrage, when he recited my 
|K>em* 

-^ The figh^ of this refentful paragraph was likfc 
an arrow to my brain ; habituated to fkirnuA 
«nJy be^nd entrenchments, I was ill prep^ed 
to turn into the open field, and had never puf. 
the queftion to my heart, bow it was provi^l?^ 
£or the eme%ency: In early life I had not any 
;9earon to fufpcil my courage, n^y it was ratbe^ 
tfbrward U> meet occafions in thofe days of inno.- 
cence ; but the meannefs, I had lately funk into, 
h»i bppei ev^ry manly principle of my natUiCi 
»d I now difcovered to my forrow, that in tgk- 

in^; 
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ing up the lurking malice of an ailafHin, 1 had 
loft the gallant fpirit of a gentleman, t 

There Was ftill one alleviation to my terrors t 
it fo ch^ced that I was not the author of the 
j>articular libel, which my accufer had imputed 
to itie ; and though I had been father of a thou* 
fand others, I felt myfelf fupported by trutli in 
almbft the only charge, againft which I could 
hlvfe fairly appealed to it* It ieeihed to me 
therefore advifeable to lofe no time in difciilpat- 
ing myfelf from the accufation, yet to feek an 
interview with this irafcible man was a fervice 
of fomc danger : chance threw the opportunity 
in thy way, which I had probably elfe wanted 
Jpirit to invite; I accofted him with all imagin* 
able civility and made the ftrongeft afleVerations 
of ftiy innocence : whether I did this with a fer- 
vility that might aggravate his fufpicions, or that 
he had others impreiTed upon him befides thofe 
I was labouring to remove, To it was, that he 
treated all I faid with the moft contemptuous in- 
credulity, and elevating his voice to a tonc^ that 
petrified me wfth fear, bade me avoid his iigh^ 
threatening me both by words and adions in a 
manner too humiliating to relate. 

Alas ! can words exprefs my feelings ? Is there 
i being more wretched than myfelf? to be 

Vol, V* E friendlefs, 
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frietndlefSt an exile from (ocicty and !at tnxoitf 
with myfelf is a fituation deplorable in ihe ex^ 
treme : let what I have now written be^^ji^e 
public ; if I could believe my fhame woixli be 
turned to others' profit, it might perhaps become 
lefs painful to myfelf j if men want other n^otives 
to divert them from defamation,, than w^at their 
own hearts fupply, let them turn to my e xaqfjp^, 
and if they will not be reafoned, let them. ]be 
frightened out of their propcnfity. 

I am,. Sir, &c . i^ 

Walteh Wormwoo^*^ 

The cafe of this correfpondent is. a me]^- 
^ choly one, and I have admitted hi$ letter, ,l?e- 
caufe I do not doubt the prefent good motives of 
the writer; but I fhall not eafily yield a place in 
thefe efiays to characters fb difgufling,, and re- 
prefentations fo derogatory to human nature. 
The hiflorlans of the day, who profefs to give uj 
intelligence of what is pafling in the world, 
ought not to be condemned, if they (bmetimes 
make a little free with our foibles and our follies^ 
but downright libels are grown too dangerous, 
and (curriHty is become too dull to find a mar* 
ket; the pillory is a great reformer. The detail 
of a court drawing-room> though not very edify- 
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kg, IS perfbaiy inoffenfivc ; a lady cannot great- 
ly complain of the liberty of the prcfs, if it i% 
contented with the humble taik of celebrating 
the workmanfhip of her mantua-maker : as for 
'Rfch* inveterate malice, as my corfefpondent 
'WilhfnUoffJ defcribes, I- flatter myfelf it is very 
'tittif to be found : I can only fay, that though 
Ihkve often heard of it in converfation,and read 
tfk in bo(^$, I do not meet in human nature 
originals fo ftrongly featured as their paintings ; 
amongft a finall colledion of fonnets in manu* 
fq^pt, delcriptive of the human paffions, i^icb 
has fallen into my hands, the following lines 
tipon Efivy^ as cblilciding with my fubje£t| fliaU 
conclude this papen 

ENrr. 

<< Oh ! n^ver let me fee that (hape againj 
^ Exile me rather to fome favage den, 

<* Far from die focial haunts of ilien ! 
" Horrible phantom, pale it was as deadly 
^< Confumption fed upon its meager cheeky 
^' And ever as the fiend eflay*d to ipeak, 
" Dreadfully fteamM its peftilential breath, 

•« Fang'dlike the wolf it was, and all as gaunt^ 
*' And ftill it prowPd around us and around, 

<< Rdling its fquinting eyes aikaunt^ 
V Wherever human hapi^nefs was fbuind* ^ 

E » ' «« Fflriout 
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<• Furious thci^at, tbc fclf-tormtrntiin^ fpritc 
«< Djtw forth anla^, and (terrible to figjht) 
*» To its left pap the envenomed reptile preft, 
** Which gnaw'd and worm'd into its torturM brealU 

«« The deijperate fuici^e wWi pw 
V Writh'd to and firo, and ydlM ajnoin ; 
•* And then with hollow, dying cadence cries-- 
«« It is not of this afp that Emy dies 5 
** *Ti8 not this reptile^ tooth, that gives the finarti 
•• *Tis others' happincfs» that gaawt 'my head*'* 



N^ CXXXL 



Jlter in ohfequium plus aquo pronuSy et imi 
Dertfor USli'^fic nuhm divitis horrety 
Sic iterat vocesy et verba cadentia tollit. . 

. HORAT. 

I Am bewildered by the definitions, which me- 
taphyfical writers give us of the hwnan paf- 
fions : I can underftand the charafters of Theo* 
phrajlusy and am entertained by his (ketches ; but 
^ben your profound ^hinke^s take, the fotjedt in 
hand, they appear to meto dire to the bottom of 
the deep in fearch of that, which floats upon its 
forfacc ; xf a man ia the heat of anger would 4e- 

feribe 
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^ribe Ae ttiovemeiits ' of hi's'inM, he iufght* 
paint tlitf t^mpeft to the life ; tirtas fuch defcrip*^ 
tibils are not to be e^peded, moral eflayifts have 
lubftituted perfbnlfication in their place, arid by 
die pleaRng iritrodudlion of a' few natural inci- 
dents form a kind of little drama, in which they 

make their fiftitious hero defcribe thofe follies^' 

t 
foibles arid paffionsi which they who really fed 

them, are not fo forward to confeft. 

^Whfen Mr. I^ocke in his EJay on the Human 

Unierftanding defcribes all pity as partaking of 

contempt^ I carfnot acknowledge that he is" 

fpeakingiof pity, as I feel it: when Tpity a fel- 

Jdw creatufe in'^in (a ^bman, for inftance, in 

the throes' of ch^dbirth)^ I cannot fubmit to oW^ 

there is any 'ingredient of fb bad a iquality as' 

contijlipt in my pity: but if the metaphyficians * 

tell lifce that I do not know how to call my feel- . 

ings by tteeif right name, ani that my pitj^ is' 

Hie* pity properly fo defined, I will not pretend to? 

difpute with any gentleman, whofe language I' 

do not underffand, and only beg permiffibn to* 

enjoy a ferifation, which I call pity, withbuT 

indulging a propenfity, which he tails coia^' 

tempt. 

The flatterer is a charafter, which die tnbra-* 

^fts 4nd wits'^of all tirri'^^ ki^iSiti^t\oii% hive* 

£ ^ ridiculed 
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ridiculed more feverely and more fuccefsAdly 
than almoft any otb^r j jtt it ftiil exifts^ mi ^ ' 
few pages perhaps would not be mi&pplied, if | 
was to make room for a civil kind of gentiemc(i| 
of thb defcriptioni (by nam^ BiUy $in^) who, 
having, (een his failings in their proper light o£ 
ridicule \% willing fo expofe mem to puyi<: yiew 
•for 0ic amufemcnt it is hoped, if npt for d^ ufo/^ 
and benefit, of the reader. 

I beg leave therefore to introduce Mr. Bi^- 
Simper to my candid friends and protcAqr^' 
and (hall leave him to tell hi% ftory in his ov^ ' 
words.— T-- 

I am the youngcr^fop of a younger brpfber; ^ 
my father qualified himfelf for or^rs. in the unii . 
verfity of Aberdeeii, and by the help of ?n infinuat^^ 
jng addrefsi a foft counter- tenor Ypice^^ ^ f ivi} 
fmile and a happy flexibility in the vertebi^ of 
his b^k'bone, recommended hiipf^If tQ the 
good gracesi of a right reverend patroji^who. 
after a due courfe of attendance and 4ependahce. 
prefented him t > a comfortable benefice, which 
enabled him to fupport a pretty numerous family^ 
of chi'^ren. The good bifhop it feems was paf. . 
fionately fond of the game of chefs, and my h-* 
tbpr, thOigh the better player of the two> knew , 
lU)w to mak<P a limely mo?e fo as to throw the 

vidory 
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Vi&^ into his lordihip*s hands after a hard 
battle|\whidi-wa§ a triumph very grateful to his . 
vaBily, and not a little fcrviceabk to my father's 
pufpofesi ' 

Under Ais expert profeflbr I was inftrinfted in 
alE4herfWft9 and movements in the great game 
oHiie,^ and dtt^n fijnt to make my way in the 
wbHd as well as I was able. My firft obje<a 
was to pay my court to'iiijr father's elder bro* 
thc^ihe fa^d of our family; an enterprize not 
le&tDtboiis than*impbrtant. My uncle Antony 
wasff widower, parfimonidus, {^evi£h, andre-'* 
clufe J he was rich however, egregioufly felf- 
conceited, and in hia own opinion a deep (tfiilo^ 
ibphci' and naetaj^ficiah ; by which I would be 
undcprftood ico fay that he doubted every thing, 
di^«ited every thing and believed nothing. He 
hsd^ne fon, his only child, and him he had lately 
driven out erf doofs and difinherited for noij^uit-^ 
ii^ him^in an argument upon the immortality of 
the fiAl : here then was an opening no prudent 
man «iduld mifs, who &orned to fay his ibul was ,^ 
bis owfi, when it ftood in the way of his intep* > 
red : and as I was well tutored beforehand^ I 
no £x>ner gained admiffion t% the old philoib* 
pher^ than I fo far worked my way into his 
|ood ^aces, as to be allowed to take poiTeflion of 

^ ' " E 4. ^truckje*^ 
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a truckle-bed in a fpare garret of the familjr 
manfion: envy muft have owi^d (if envy could 
have looked afquiat upon fo bumble a fituatjoa 
as mine was) that, coniidering what a gaooe I 
had to play, I managed my cards well j, for ufKlc 
Antony was an old dog at a difpute» and as timi 
cannot well, t^ke place^ >yhilft. bot^;{- parties ate 
on the iame fide, I w^s forced ^ tiipl^ to gi^e 
battle for the good 0/ thy argumcot, ^ fddom 
&iled to find Antony as coippleafly puzi^led with 
thf, zig-wgjgeries of hisi metaphyijcsj^ ^ un^ 
Tpiy,,oi more worthy ipemory . was with Ihe 
horn-wprks an4 cpuntcr&rarps of his ^rtific^ 
^ipn?^" /• 

Amongft the variqys topics, from wWch An- 
tony's ingenuity drew matter of difpute fome 
were fo truly ridiculov(s, that if I w^rp fiire my 
^reader was j^s much at leilure tp hear,as I arojuft 
P9W to relate t;^m> I fliould not fcrupl? ,the re- 
cital* One mornijDg baving.beenl^afhexlo^g'r 
Win4?^lji>defcribingtliecircumft?n9p of^ik^ajpn, 
that had difturbed his imagination in 0^e nig^,I 
thoi^ghiitnot amjfs to thrpw in a^exparjkJq.tlike 
yra^ of confolatipn upon the fallacy of dreams la 
general. T*^is vygis enough for him to ^yr^ pvcr 
tothjp other fide andfupport the pre4it of dream* 
4Qiis viribus : I now thought it advifeabl^ to trim, 
and took a middle courfe between both extremfis 

. ' by 
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bjt kumbly conceiving dreams might; be fome<» 
times tru9 and fometimes hlk : this he con« 
teiUdtd to be nonfenfe upon the face of k, and if 
I would' uodeit^ to fbew they were both true 
suid fidfe, . h& would engage to prove by found? 
Ic^ic diey could he neither one lior the other :-«* 
«« But why cb we begin to talk," added he^ 
V^cfere wfe fet^ what we are to talk about i 
^f What kind of drbams are you ipcaking of^ and 
*' how do you diftinguiOi dreams ?"— <« I fee na 
<f •diftinSion between them," I repliedj ^^Dreams 
<« ^4fit our fencies in flecp, and 4rc all, accord. 
♦* isngto Mr* Locke's fde% made up* of the wak. 
^ ing man's thoughts."—" Does A^r, Locke 
^ fey that ?" exclaimed my uncle; " Then Mr*. 
" Locke's an. impoftor for telling you fop. and 
^f you are a fool for believing him ; wifer mew 
*' than Mr. L<xJ^^ h^v^ fettled that matter many 
/* centur^s before he was born or even dreqmt ' 
*'- of; but peiliaps Mr. Locke forgot to tell yon 
♦* how many prccife forts of dreams there are^ 
^^ and bow to denominate and define them;. 
** perhaps he forgot that I fay.^' I confefleA 
that I neither knew any« thing of the matter my- 
fel^ nor did I believe the autbqr al^u^cd to had. 
1^ any chie towards the difcovery; 

•* Tthougbt as much," retorted my uncle 
Antony in a tone of triumph, " and yet this is 

« the 
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«* thc^min wha fcts up for an mvetflgitor df'thc 
** httman undcrftanding ; but I will tell you,* Sif, 
^ though lie could not, that there ai^ neither 
^ more nor Icfs than five feveral forti' bf di^eams 
« particularly diftinguifhed, and T defy eV^eii thfe 
•* feren fleepers thcmfelves to Mtnt a (bc!A, 
<* The firft of thefe was by the Greeks denomi* 
^ nated Oneiros^hy the Latins tfdw»iW, ((imply 
** a Dnam) and you muft be afleep td dream it,*^ 
« Granted,** quoth I. « What is granted F'^'^i* 
joined the philofopher, •* Not that ileep is ih lalt 
•* cafes indifpenfable to the man who dreams."UU 
^ Humph !" quoth I.— My uncle proceeded, ""' ^ 

** The fecoftd fort of dreams you fhall uttder^' 
^ ftand was by the aforefaid Greeks catiei' 
** Oramay by the Latins ViftOy or as- we might fey 
•* a vifion\ in this cafe take notice you may be 
** sifieep, or you may be awake, or neither, 'of 
** as it were between both 5 your eye« may be • 
** (hut, or they may be open, looking inwards* 
** or outwards or upwards, either with fight W' 
« without fight, as ij^ pleafes God, but the vifion 
** you muft fee, or how elfe can it rightly 
••be called a vifion r •* True,*' rejftied I,' 
* there is a foft who ar^ particularly fkvoure^ 
•« with this kind of vifions." •• Pryth^Cj don't 
•• interrupt me," (aid my uncle^ and agaih went 
on, - 

•^ The 
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. ^VThe Jthini fort of dreams to ip^j^^accorf- - 

^* ing tp.tlie Greeks we ihall call dntia^fims^ 

> ^ a^ordiog to the Latins we myft denominate 

« '^pmuium^ (j^ara^)l now this iiffors from 

« a v^af?> in as an|cb as it may happen to a man 

* *^ b^ blind as will as to Argus himfel^ fer he 
" t^ nqthii^g foe* it but to liftcp, underftand 
" >nd.beUpve>.and whatever it tejls him fliall 
*^ comp true, ^p^^h it n^vtt entered into his 
** b5*d to .pfpQoaceive one tittle of what istcid 
** h^i,; alid where is Mr. Locke and his vruk^ - 
** iagliioughts here?"—" He is done for/' f 
anfwci^ " ther^ is no difputing^.^gainft 51a - 

*' Jfhe fourth fort," refumcd he, «< is ^ Ent/p^ 
«' |««i of the aforefaid Greeks and answers to : 
" tjic Ijatia Infimi^my which is in jfeft a dream 
" ^d no dream^^ a kind of refyeru^ when a man 
^^ 4ofe$ l^tw^en peeping and waking and builds : 
** iJiiftlcs (^s we fay) in th^ air upon th^ rfmi* . 
^ tiings of his own fapey, .., . 

* JVTh^ fifth and laft. fort ofdrtams is hy 
" Qieeka. and Latins mutually ftiit^ Pimntafina^ 
*' a word ^opjpdJntQ our own language by the 

j^ gr^ateft i^o^t, Mtfio ever wrote in it : now this . 
^ fkantafma ig a vifitation pequliar to Ihe firft 
^ i9$Qt4 4>fej^^e Qt ihunber, when the man 

*' fancies 
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^ &neies faimTelf jct waking, and in hSt can 
^ fisarce be called aijeep ; at whtclt time ftrange ^^ 
^ images and appearances feem to float before 
^ Um and terrify his imagination. Here then 
^ ytm tiave all the feveral denominatiolK of 
^ drernns pttkSAj diftingtiii^ and defined,''" "^ 
quoth die old fopbift, and throwing himfelf b^ick 
ilk his chair with ah air of trinmptiy waited for 
the apfdatife^ which I was not bai(ckward in be-^ 
Jb9wing upon this pedantic farrago of dogiiiati2«> 
iag dulbiefe. 

. It will readily be believed that my uncle An« 
taif (Kd not fail torcrive his faYorite c<»itroverfy»' 
which bad produced fuch fatal confequeiices to 
kis dticarded fon : in fdSt he held fail with ti|ofe 
anient philofophers, who maintained the tfter- 
mty of tb(]» material wortd, and ar hb Ikw ift> 
period when n*en would not be in exigence, rio 
mooient in lime to come who^i mortafity fhalF 
CMfe,i he by c^nfeqttence argued thrat thefe 
could be no' moment in'tinrcv whfert immortality ' ^^ 
OmD commertceJ- There wer^btAfer points rc- 
%in9stag this grand ftumHing'-blAdt of his pM- 
Idbphy^ the human fotlil, upoivwhidh he was ■; 
cqaally puswiledy for he fidei^with Ariflode # 
againft Plato" in the unintellfgiblfe: controverfy 
ceACerning its power of motion: but whilft 
9 ^7 
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my uiiQle Antmsy- was thus ueinckily w^<ie4 
tcr t^ 'wmag fi4e 19 all cafjbo, ^^i>e realbtt 
^p^t to faairfs Isteim his guide^ ia paints of mei« 
qmbbk^znd Ibpbiftry, which rea/kn has no- 
thing to faf t^ and where a wife mail woiilt 
takeiteither fid6> he regularly took both^ or hung^ 
iu^nded hc(weeti ti^pm like Soci«a:es ia the 
baiket. : 

Of iim fmt was the celebrated queflion-^ 
Qvumne prius /mrity an gaUiiuh^^x ^Whe- 
tho* die-^g was anterior to the hen, or the heft 
to the egg*^'«— This enquiry i^ever failed to ia- 
tercft his paffipns in a pecuBar degree, ^id im 
fmoA ia sauch to fay on both fides, that heconU 
iiever well determine which fWe to be of : aC 
kngdi however^ hoping to brtng it to fome p^^ 
he took up" &e caufe of Egg v^us Hen, anl^ 
having compo&d a learned eflay, ptiUifhed it ia 
ene of the monthly magazines, as a lure to ftt« 
ture controverfialifts. This eflay be had fe oAeii^ 
avowed in my heating, and piqued Mmfelf £r 
Mghly upon it, diat 2 muft hm^ been dull indeei 
not to have uiiderftood how to flatter hicn upott 
it: hut ^en he had found »oDtk ^ter monA 
flip away, and i^body mounting the ftage ttpmi 
his Challenge, he felt angry at the contempl^ 
with which bis labours were pailed oirer, und 

without 
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irithoat imparting' to me his purpofe^ funrfflied 
the &me magazine with a coiint^-eflkrf;' in 
which his former argument was handled widi an 
afperity ti-uly controverfial, and the li<en Was 
triumphantly made to cackle over the new-laid 
egg, decidedly pofteriof to herfelf, 

I am inclined to think that if Antony had an/ 
partiality, it was not to this fide; but as the fe-* 
cond eflay was clearly pofterior to the fiift, 
(whatever the egg may have bedn to the hen) it 
had the advantage of being coUchcd in all the 
fpirit of a reply with an agreeable tinge of die 
malice of one, fo that when at length it eame 
down printed in a fsir type, and refpedftdly poft-i^ 
ed in the front erf* the long-wi(ht-for magaziiit^ 
bis heart beat with joy, and caUing out to t«fe 
in a lofty tone of counterfeited anger, as be 
run his eye over it**-" By the boms of Jupiter 
^ Ammon,** quoth he, *' here is a fellow has 
** the confidence to enter the lifts againft nw in 
** the notable queftion of die egg/* — ^^ Then I 
** hope you will break that egg aA>ottt his ears," 
replied I.—** Holdyotir tongue, puppy, and lift- 
*' en,*' quoth the fl^hift and immediately began 
to read. 

At every paufe I was ready with a pooh4 or 
a pi(h ! which I hooked in with every noA t>f 

contempt 
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contempt I could give it both by accent' and 

adion. At the ^onclufion of the eflay my uncle 

Antony fhut the book and demanded what I 

diou^t of the author-*-'*^ Hang him/' I ex-^ 

Maimed, ** pow, Grub-ftreet Garreteer; the 

** fellow is too contemptible for your notice ; 

,*<, he can neither write, nor reafon; he is a mere 

^ ignoramus, and does not know the commoneft 

J*i fules of logic : he has no feature of a ^-itlc 

*' itkiont him, but the malice of one." — ** H<4d 

f*: ywr tongue," cried Antony, no longer able 

oto oontaia hin^elf, ^* you are a booby; I will 

!»ff J9aintain,tt to be as fine an eflay as ever was 

_1<.,written,"^— With thefe words he (hatched up 

the^ magazine and departed : I law no more of 

%jm that night, and early next morning was pre- 

ftnted by a fervant with the following bille t 

iVThe Grub-ftreet Garreteer finds himfelf no 
^ longer fit company for the fagacious Jl^m 
. ^ WiUiam Simper \ ^erefore defires him without 
««: lofs of time to feek out better fociety than 
*A that of a mere ignoramus^ who does mt knovs the 
•* common rules of logic : one rule however he 
« makes bold to lay down, which is, Never again 
** to fee the face of an impertinent upftart, called 
^ William Simper, whilft he remains on this 
¥ ear*/* A. S, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



c 

^ THE OBSERVERi IK^tp^ 

N^ CXXXIL 

Stmt veria et vKeSy quibus banc lenire Ahn$it 
Poflih ^ magnam morbi dtponert parunu 

DRIVEN from my uncle Antony^ doois 
by my unlucky miftake between the hea 
and her egg, my cafe would have been4djp«rate^ 
but diat I had yet one ftring left to my bow> s|nd 
thit was my aunt Mrs. Sufanna Sin^ery who 
lived within a few miles of my unck, but in fucit 
declared hoftility, that I promifed myfelf a fz^ 
Torable reception, if I could but flatter her am^. 
mofity with a fuffictent portion of invet^ve ; and 
for this I deemed myfelf very toieraUy ^uaiifiei^ 
having fo much good-will towards the bufinelSy, 
and no flight inducements to Q)ur me to it. 

My aunt, who vt^as an aged maiden, and a 
valetudinarian, was. at my arrival clofeted with 
her apothecary : upon his departure I was ad- 
mitted to my audience, in which I ac^itted 
myfelf with all the addreis I was mafler of: m/ , 
aunt heard my ftory through widiout interrupt-^ ; 
ing me by a Angle word -, at^ laft, fixing her eyes . 
upon me, (he faid, ^ 'Tis very well, child* f you ^ 
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*^ bzvt bid enou^; jfour jincle's cbaiafisor I 
^ per^c&ly under{bo4 ; ifiok well to y9uc owii^ 
f ^ fiNT apGii that will d^epend the terms you and I 
^ flmU be upon." — She now took up a jhiil 
fron^ tlMc.^e and Airvejring it for fometimey 
laid ^ .me-— ^^ Here is a noftrum recon^mended 
" rb3F,'«iy appAccary, that prpmifea grgirt things^ 
f^„but, perhaps ^coatains. noi^e of the wondrous 
^ prc^peeti^s it prpfcffos to I^ve : the label (ays 
?< it.is.a ipartninatita:, faja^ve jnixture; in 
^ odior wpords^it wiU^xpe^I vapours and Qmfms^ 
^ Siiid quidt the mind ^^uid^fpirits: Do you 
«^;tfHjifejt will mali;i^ goqd what it promifes ?*'— ? 
5^.f^9>0fifil anuefiianputto meat fucka mo- 
ment co|i^unded m^ not. a little^ and I onl^ 
ii^r»iur«d.wt mj^% that J Jioped it would— 
" !Tf^ U . tjien/' >faid 4»y aunt, ** as you have 
I^^IJl^j^,^ fwallpw it yourfetf, ^nd whca I fcie 
I'^gyirit operates witb^ypu, I may have more 
**'cprtfidcnce in \t -on niy own account."— ^ 
was aow4n a mpre^ awkward dilemma than evcri 
((MC 0^^ had emptied the do& into a cup, and ten^* 
dered it «q mein fo peremptory a manner, tha^ 
not k|iawifig;how to excufe myielf, and being 
vm^^Y fi^mi&ve, I filently took the cup with 
aibf|94:iBn(g hand, and fwallowed its abominabk 

_VoL.V. F ^Much 
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- ^^tich good Aiay ft ^ yoU, cftilW,^ ^idfl 

lhe,'^y6u havt <o<ite tttbre 4oi ' lio&^^tmh 1 

i< W)tM for any aoaor- ^ht ««? t^»tai1 

i« bofiViyou ihid It haidcous to*thtf^ptlkte'?^— 

I confeft that it-was tcty lMiilfcou*.^^^ii*^ai9 

•^ you fthifc yourfeir Ki ndii <}f ftrch 'i **»idKt 

•^ dnc ?*^" I diJ not >?t(fcf^Jffe <aikt"l'^tts(,'** 

^ Then you did n6t fwi^w it hf}f^ui¥^6f^ 

^ dioice, but my dfefitt; ?'^*— I had ni>*etli«<* 

in ^khdwledging tfiiU"" UpbA nif Vi^rS, 

^ ehild/* flieTeplied,-^^0U'1iaP^eA V^ i^Jdtaf- 

*« miWWting v^zy^^-yoix.^^ I wftsi^^^^fi^ri^ 

with the curfed dru^ ^d ftad ill^tiie<d^Kt»{il^ 

ifl Hfe tbtecp rt Wterf it wa». My ^iWFftWt^ 

Hlftreft, and finilhi^ at It dfemahdcd JM^s^^flttt 

Tick : I confeft I ^ras ratlit^ dflt6*tt))ofea'te »y 

ftdmath Widi the dwrught.-— «t dott^t^<MAt4t,^ 

Ihe replied ; ** but'as you haVcTb^iSvfliy-iftkft 

^ yourfelf fidk f#r liiy' fake, canridfydu IHlkit 

^ me fo for as to be'tfell, 'when I Wf^dT It?*' 

Twas juft then ftriigglmg to kec{) ^th)e )ibM« 

down, and though I totlia hot anfw^i *[*t-*i 

beft'ftce trpon the ttiatfet in hty po#feK* ^^' --^^^ 

A' m^fdifervaxit caftic ?ri tipoa ^ «kili^ 

finging ^er belL-^^^^^etty/' 4ia 'fee^ i«fc«flH 

'^m^ ttiefetWngs'r-tKs^dbabiP ^»J^^6iH»fW 

« with his dofes,"-^^* Foh !" cried the Wenchj 
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*M»f!^^ffti{^'' firid tte ^liftifti^ ^ there is 
/«(.k«^ Uft^jm ^tKfte-k.''^*' I (Bfle iti 
^5 ^I^U*«09!^«iu<tfi it, I want none of bisAa%^h]U 

^.^■iH^fit^ dalttfr iray 4iUniotfr."-^^< Exciife 
-If^.'teicy^fitaAwi/* i^liri B<«y, •*ru not makte 

^ipd mf'^}^^^ki(m 1^ weadf s iwvnt of ^matt- 
'^]89nttaft%<^ ihocdtfcfii yw,Yiepbew WilUaaf ! 
^:^ff44f%aa}omd t)ite iwhole ckife at a ^ivwd, ib^» 

^->i9S^ld -Ml ^tbui^ ik with htr lips^ 'bot thefe 
«f .4^Mn^ (^^imiits ii^afvt 9, ttriU of their own.'*' 
^"^TtH^e Wto^bmeiAU^g in my aoiit*« iMnner 'I 
4id^&(M imcRff ftahd ;1he "puttied me, flnd I thou^t 
jt^MlftHfdte€)|> m])7&If on the Tetevt;, and watt i!le 
3Rii^r4c^do'^meiVt <rf'beir boniDcnr infiknce^ 

'« '^^^tft d&wk to jfis^per; ^it ^«is eiegintiy 
|KKyfi4>Mcl niy aunt paj^uhdy r^commcftd^ 
^ffm>fm 4rde difliK^t^ ^e; her hofpitality^ih* 
4>^^bd^e4K)t a ticdt^for^ ft^^oadh waft hy 
l^.flptigl i^ohdtad^ yetl fek^m^lf bo(o<d }|i 
Ipipd^ftaDllens to e«t irf" 4ier diflies and <5oM* 
^jiftW) ^r c00kefrf^ ftk I did, ^uoogh for% 

j{- n— — T» agaiWft 
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.ugainft tbe grain) and,,whil(t my ftom^ch. rofe 
againft its food, I fluttered What I naufei^tfd* . 

A grave, ^eU-Iookiag perfonage fy>oi at the 
iideboard, with whom my aUnt entered mXP 
coiwcrfatioa,— ^J<*n(i*y" faid Quh ** I. think 
^^ I ,muft lodge my nephew in your rpoot^ which 
*< is wahn and well*atfed» and difpofe of you i|i 
^< the tapeftry chamber, which h^s not Ifitely 
" been flept iri."— << Madam/* replM Jobnfoi^ 
«* I am ready to give up my bed to Mr» Wil- 
^^ Ham at your commaxid i but as to fleeping in 
<< th^ tapeftry chamber you muft excafe me» * 
** Why?" replied my aunt, " what is ycHir pb- 
'^•jeaion?" "I am almoft afcam^d to t^l 
'** you/' anfiyered Johnfon, *^ but every body has 
<Vhis humour; perhaps my objeSi^ piay be 
- ^* none to the young gentleman, but I confe(s I 
t<* don't chufe to pafs the night, iu a ch2|mber|, 
^^ that i^ under an ill name." "An ill name 
' •* fi?r what?" tiemanded the lady. « For being 
*« haunted/* anfwered the butler, " for beijij 
<^ vifited by noifes, and rattling of chams and 
• «« apparitions; tho gentleman no, doubt is t 
! <« fcholar and can. account fbr.thefe tl^ngs; I 
" am a plain man, and don't like tq have vf^ 
' ^ imagination difturbcd, nor my reft, .broken, 
:^ though it were pnly by my own fancies." 

« What 
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^ What tlien is to be done V* faid my autit, idi- 
rciStihg her queftion to me ; ** Johnfon don't chufc 
^< to truft himfelf in a haunted chamber } I ihal) 
^ have my houfe brought into difcredif by thefe 
*^repprt$=: Now, nephew, if you will encounter 
'^ uits ghoft, and cxorcife the chamber .by flecp- 
^* ing iii it a few nights, I dare fay we (hall hear 
*^ ho more of it. Are you willing to under- 
»i take kV 

I was ,a(bamed to confefe my fears, a|id yet 
jb^d'no ftomach to the undenaking^ I was alfo 
afraMi of giving umbrage to my aunt, and im-' 
memng her with an unfavourable opinion of me; 
X therefore ailented upon the. condition pf John« 
fbd's taking part of the bed with me ; upon )¥hich 
Ae old lady, turning to her butler, faid, ** Well, 
f^ Jphnfon, you haye no obje^iojt) to this propo- 
5« faJ.'* ^ Pardon me, madam," feid he, 5< I hav^ 
'* fuch objections to that chamber, that I will 
** not flecp in it for any body living." ** You 
^ fee he is obftinale," faid my aunt, ** you muft 
^ even undertake it aloue, or my houfe will lie 
ff under an ill name for cycf/' *' Sooner than 
^this ihall be the cafe," I replied, "Ijvill 
^* fleep in the chamber by myfelf." ** You are 
**^ very polite/* cried my aunt,. " and I admire 
V ^joiax fpirit : Johnfon, light my nephew to his 
F3 « reom.*? 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



fd THE OBSEHVEbL N*i3*. 

««^ room." Jbhnfdn toofc up the candle^ hiii ab* 
i^tely.relufed to march before mcwjjtkAp ti^rt^ 
Udientwe canira^kifto.th&gaUeiy).\ii)Kiie^. poi^ng 
to a door^ he toM me. that was my chamber^ and 
kaitily made his isatre^t down, the^ fhirs* 

I opened the door with no fm^*degr^eof 
torroi and foand a^ ohfUnber coKbfbifafaly and 
etegantlj figtiUBrei], aad b)i: no nieaiis of that 
melancholy caft, which I had piflu/ed to myfdf 
fcrni Johnfon's report of iti Myfirftpreciiition 
W3^ to fearch the clofiet; I then pee^ied tiiider 
the bed, ^tamined the hangings ; all wa6 a'r it 
fifould be; nQtbihg. feemed: toaugtira^g^ioft^or 
(t«4iicb I take to be worfe) the counterfcrtol a 
ghoft> I: plucked^ up a» good a fpirit as I coullc^ 
Aid myprayfers-MKl turned into be4: WItb the 
if^iLtiefs my terrors returned j I pafie^dafeeplcft 
Atgbt^ though neltiie^ ghoft^ nor nosft xyf^hfSott 
melefted me« 

' ^« Why," faid I widiin myfelf^ *« couW.not I 
•< be as firtcere and peremptory as Johnfoni He 
<^ takes his refl^ andc is at peace, I am (leefdef^ 
•* and in terrors : Though a fenKantbyconditioiH 
<♦ i,i his will he- is independant^ I^ who hav^ 
t^' not the like call of duty, have not. the fiune^ 
^ liberty of mindi he refufes.wh^t he docs not 
** cbufo to. obt^y, I obey all things, whciher I 
■^ . '* chufc 
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^. c^uffB thetnor not; A^nd whereTdre^cyl iljs^ 

«( Becamfe I am a flatterer: And vrby didl AfoK^ 

^ knf » whde tiftttfeoos io(k to kuf»6ttr.my 

^< aunt^s caprice, which her own chambeivniaidi 

^ who receive! her wages, would not touch 

^ ^Kdth htf iip8 ^ Becaufe I am a flattcfo": MxiA 

^^ what hus ^is flattery done for me, who ^ai a 

^ flaye to it ? wliat did I gam bj it at mjr 

^< UHcie's f I was the echo of his opimon^, 

^ fliifted t% they ftiftod, fided witfa^htm ^nft 

. |v trmb, dqraonftratlon, reafon aHdibeycn Ithe 

.^'' e?ideAce of my owtt ftnfes : AhjeSt wretch, I 

^J* fcrtk myfdf in my own efteem iirft, thfen toft 

.^, all ihaddw of refp^ft widi him, and wai.iinaUj 

J^ expelled fi-om his doors, whiift I was in 

^ tbe^very ad of ptoftituting my own judgment 

<< to his grofs abAmfities: And npw again^ 

^^ aere t am at my aum'B, devdted tb the 

<^ ^me mean flatt^r^f^ that has already To Aumcl* 

« fully betrayed me. What has flattery gained 

^ for me here? A bitter barveft trdy Iliairc 

<^ had of it; poifoned by an infernal doib^ 

^<' which I had no plea for f«^owing ; ftttfeited 

^ by dkinties I hkl no appetite to taftci and 

^ A6# c^rkfemned to Oeeplefe hoarfr within a 

^ batinted chamber, which her own domdftifc 

V wootd not confeAt even to ehtar i Fool that 

- F4 «*Iam 
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^ I ^dir ite^ ibe tl» diqie ;o( foeh' a TaponfriaS'. 
^ flaicuiyl dofpicsMe wietcb, not to aflust.a^ 
«* fr«e«bm of wiU, which i& thenaturaljight of 
<< ftvery man, and vdiicfa even fervanta an^ 
^ bif eUngs cxereife wtdi a 4^^^ I envj^-^t 
^ have not the heart to imitate : I am aihaaied 
^lof my own meanntft} I blufli for >niyfe}f 
<*^ in-' the comparifon^ and am dctcrmioedy if 
f* liiuryive till to-morrow, to affert the dignitjr 
^ of a man, and abide by the conftrquences^P . /' 
^: In medSbalaons like thefe night pafrQdaji|i)ay^ 
ai>djtfaa dawn of morning called' me &<ax\*rnBf> 
bed : I'rofe and refrefhed my fpirits wiA a v^iaHc 
throiigh.amoft. charming, plantatio^ii I nietl a 
countryman at hi^ worfcrrn^* Frien^l," laid J* 
f^ .you are early at your labo«r/'-r-" Yc?," ^^an^ 
iwered he, ** 'ti$ by myjbhmi I Jive, aixi whilft 
M I hawt. heiJth and ftrength to follo\;ir jt^ I 
l*j.ha«e nothing to fear byt God alone.". &o I 
thought I, here is aJcflbnipr qje,; thi^ mai^ w 
no flatterer ; then why dp I Ayoirfljip \vh«»£t a 
jdowadefpifes ? j . . ^ , , f * - 

> :L.ft«ii>d;my;aum ;:e:ady fon fercakfitft.; - Ac 
qiiciHoned' me about my ^nigh^'s mft>> I ^«»* 
iwered her, with truth that I had jenjoye^ aasefl^ 
i^ihii mi^cr kw npr heard (an/ thing: lo 
#twrt trity and w^^p^jfu^d $heri5 i^t^ no 
% \ ' ' grounds 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



N?^SV TfHB"OSSE'RV3ftRr 73 

gt^Bflbf^fer tke-'r^poFt of her - cbttBter -beiog 

*Vofrtiwt,V iberei^ieflt; <^Ikiiow *tis only one of 
«f %^lHlfo9k's wbtins:; but: people you know will 
^Sfcliave their whims, and it was great courteTy ia 
M ]WQ.:tx) iaerifipca night's reft to his humours 
^ ntQrtferwtnts have been fpoilt by indulgcocci 
^1 hilt it I is to bfh hoped they will learn better 
^^ rfujl|0uflion by ywr example," Th^e was a 
farc^Ak.tone in qi^y aunt's manner of uttering 
^;2^^4«itich gave it more the air of ridicule than 
toprnptimeiit, and I blu&t to the eyea wi^ th» 
cbplcioufoefs of deferving it,. ^r 

r; After breaklaft (he look me into her cldet^ 
jib^jdcfiring me to fit down to a- writing taUcv 
^.•$Ie|Aew>" fays .{he, ** I know piy ^brother 
^' Antonny full well s he is a tyrant in his n^iture^ 
*. a bigot to bis opinions, and a man of a moft 
^^'^rvertcd undeiAaadiag, but be is rich and 
M jr^u hfivi^ your fortune to make ^ hecan.infuk^ 
4( buryo^'Cjan flattery he has his weaknefleai 
^^ and yoi^can av^i^ yourfelf of themj ^fuppofe 
^^ you w:rrte hjin a penitential lQtter»"-*«I now 
fy^ :^ ^pporjtunitv pr^sfent for ^jpertin^ nqr 
^eW;^made( ir^folutlon, and fi^ a Ipirit . rtfing 
^uritfetn me^ that prpmpoed me to deliyer myfetf 
^^fctto^vs, *^ No^ xnadam, I ynil i^ekher gra- 
.:\ ii " tify 
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^ &fmf «Mk'sf pri(fa^ n«t kfwtr mf oiitriirMfU 
^ dftiH^m^ b)P Mdib)^ Mitt afi^ tahm^iM^r-i 
^ d«^# Kim for the ittfUcs he.h&S'put itpiMffic% 
« and mj^Mf for hating- ia (bale fert4ir(bMrctf 
«^ tbem^^ iMK I wiU iMrver flfttter Mtti M^any 
^ living creaVttre mopdi aiid'if I aflfi tb ^efc 
*^ 7<^ favotir hf refdlkig yMr ^)OflinftM(b> I 
*^ muft meet the confi^iiences^ and wMl mthtfr 
^ «ra(l to my <n;t^ kbettr for fiipport tbm de- 
.* pend upoiv the capriee of any perfen ttving i 
ff kaft of all on hitt/' « Heyday,^' cried, lay 
atmt^ ^ yen refufe to write !— yo« vn\l jsot^ m 
•* I advife you?'* « In this particular/' I re- 
plied, *» permit me to fkj I neither caft, norivil!, 
^ obey you." " And yO« are refolvedto thittk 
« and ad' for yoarftir?"- « Ii> the ^efeot»€aft 
* I -am, and in aM cafes, let me ad^ Whi^Nr niy 
"^ honour and my ^onfcience tdlme I am rights** 
^* Then,*' exclaimed' my atint, ** I acknowledge 
'^ you for my nephew^; 1 idopt you from thik 
" hour >" and wit^ that (he took me by the 
hand moft cordially; '«I iaw/' faitf fte^ ^or 
" thbught I faw, the fymptoms dP ah abje^ 
** fpirit in you, and was refolved to put my 
•* fufpicrons to thcteft; all that has |»ft heft 
** fince your coming hai bbendone incofeceft 
'** and by way of trial ; your haunted chamber, 

<* the 
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^ ^ {Hreissndcd* fears <^ my butkr, his blunt 
«^ i«fu£d, all have bc«n es^riments to (buncT 
^ )rpur cb^ro^r, and I fhouM totally have de- 
^ fpdifcd of you, had BQt diis laft inftance of a 
^nwtoly fpiirit reftorcd. you to my eft torn : you 
^^ hive now only to perftfir in the fanie Kne of 
^'^< eoii4u& to confirm my good opinion of yoi^ 
'^'iind onfiuFe your own proiperity and hap* 
-•< plhefs,'* 

Thus I luwfe given my biftory, and if llhc 
'Sample of my reformatipn flia^ warn odiers 
^frbhi Ae contemptible charader, which I have 
fortunately efcaped from^ I Ihall be moft happy, 
being truly anxious to approve myfelf the friend 
%f mankind, and th# Olfirwr^s very fincere 
^elUwiflieii. 

Will. Simpe&# 



N^ CXXXIIL 



C!fQ fcrihendo non Jit ut bene fir Ibaturi lem 
,. fcribenddjlt ut cith (QtJlNTiL. LIB. X.) 

THE celebrated author of the Rambler in 
his concluding paper fays, / have laboured 
to refine our language t0 grammatical purity^ and 
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U clear it "from colloquial barbarijmsy Hcentioui 
'tdioms and irregular ccmbinations : fomeihtng per^ 
hifps I have added to the elegdnuofits conjtru^ion^ 
end fomethtng 1o the harmony of Its ^ cadence* *1 
hope our language hath gained all the profft^, 
which the labours of this meritorious writer were 
verted to produce ; in ftile of a certain de- 
fcription he undoubtedly excels; but though Y 
think there is much in his eflays for a* reader rii 
admire, Khoulci^ not recommend them as a model 
for a difciple to copy, '^^' 

Sifhplicity, eafe and perfpicuity fliould be the 
ffvft objefts of a young writer : Addifon and^ 
other authors of his clafs mhU furqifli him wfth 
examples, and afSft him in the attainment*" 
of thcfc excellencies; but after all, the ftile, in' 
which' a man (hall write, will not be formed by 
imitation only ; it will be the ftile of his mind ; 
it will aflimilate itfelf to his mode of thinking, 
and take its colour from the complexion of his 
ordinary dlfcourfe, and the company he conforts 
with. As for that diftinguifhing charafteriftic^ 
which the ingenious eflayift terms very properly^ 
the harmony of its cadence ^ that I take to be la- 
communicable and immediately dependant upon 
tlie ear of him, who models it. This hannony 
Hf cadency is fo ftrong a mark of difcnminatioa 

between 
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betyireen authors x>f note in tbi^ wc^|d pf .lett^rsy 
that ^e oan -dcpofe to a flile,_)y)\oJk. n9odu}^tioj| 
we are (amilijir . wkb, alfn9ft a$ confideiuly a$ 
to .the band*.writing of a correfpondent. But 
ilj^ugh I %hmk^ there, will be k>Hnd in thq ped^ 
cf every eftabliflied writer a cdrtam.peculiaf 
tune^ (yyhether ^amnonious or -c^herwife) which^ 
j^iriQ depen4 (ather upc^ t^. natural ear than 
iipon the imitative powers, yet t would opt b9 
^n^eifftoqd t9 fay. that the fttidy of good inp4eh 
csLti £m1 to bp of u/e in the 6s(t fofmation of i^ 
W;he« a fab^ofi: preients itfeif fothe ipinc],. 9M 
thoughts arife, which are to ];>e. coiaoiittedtOk^ 
jfffitiiy^^.if isthen for a m^ to cbufe whether he 
infill expr^fs h^feif in funple, m in elabprat^^ 
fli£);ion9 wh^fhei^ he wiU compirefs his matter o^ 
4ilate it, ornam^t it with epithets and robe it 
JQ metapi^, or whether he will deliver it 
idainly a^d naturally in fuch language ^ a 
;0rell-bred perfon and a fcholar would ufe, who 
sffcSts no parade of fpeech, nor aims at any 
flights of £incy» Let him decide as be will in 
•all jthefe x:afes hp hath mpdels ii) plenty to cbufe 
from, which may be faid to courit his imitation. 
^ f o^ ijoftance ; if his ambition is to .glitter 
.and fijiprize with the figurative and metaphori-- 
fpal brilliancy of his period, let him tune his^ar 

to 
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Id ferae tuck pafigM as the^<»tt&wi^ Hfhem 
il0K9^ 7«i&^ in the chumder of <frM€ «ft 
Vk)grapKer is prdmttfidag «(>i6n the poet€^ 
grfVi. ^^ His (benes e^il^t «i<»t inueb of^bo-^ 
^ moKr, iin^ff or paftoTi: Ms pe^fonttges tm 
^ a kind of intcBeAual gladiators y >eVtrf left- 
^ tence is to itard or fttilces 'Ae cctt^teft ^ 
^ (baitnels is hevtr ^ertnkted ; his ^k ie^ 4 
^ meteor phyitig fo mi fro li^di dtenufte^c^* 
^ rufcfatiofis." If ht can karit to «mbfoi4# 
Urith as much fpendolr, tafte ahd addfefs M 4diil 
imd many other ikmples frodifte fa!ixi<^ nnd9ffjr 
exhibit^ )ie ^imofftudy in a better fdiool. r > 
On &e contrary, if fOnplidity 'be his dsj^ 
tod a certain fcreriitjr of ftile, v^idh feeing JA 
vnifim wkh the foul, <he Way-open this SjH^nftm^ ' 
and take from At >firft paper tf Mi^ ;^i^ ^ 
firft paragraph,' (hat meets tiis-efye^f-Mhe ftiUoW^ 
ing for infltoce—" There is nothing «at*Mfca 
•^ itis way more dir eSHy to Vit fo«l Ston lW>«i(^ 
^ which inimefiaieiy ^\iks ft fetrecfa^is^ 
«* tion and <x)mplacewcy ilhtougb Ae |toagi,«^. 
(^ tion, and gives a.fiiufliing to^^ttHng^lMil 
** is great or nhcomrnon: 4ht veiy ^ft^<^ 
«^ covery of k ftrifces the 'taind *^A itt i^ 
** ward joy, ahd fpreads ,« thdarftilhcfe iyi4,<4te 
«^Ugbc dm>ush til jts «tciAtW^- Qi< Jig^ 

in 
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«*^li *r«M^ ^l^rtbtt^ ^ ]^idftfing ft6# 10 nattrni 

• ^anff ff«fli% VMT ftfe'ftn, whfefchls wholly mtO^ 
•f*^j) ttP*«)ft^iaifecht«aIn9 of light, ^th«t n«># 

* ftflfflfiJ^cS \h «o«te of a 4ttkrtnt frtiiati«i.^ 

ttf iiidulge its flights, whereat few wrk^rt 4jf 
«f4^ vmfili:\f»^ bis6li tempted 4^ a <dpic 
iMhd^ 0rteiifeA<ta4)Mre' dmt)toyle4 'fteii figlifffttM 

tMi IMe jtel]^^' ^ftf^ty thMgh AfMtol 
.iHAlf cite dr ltt> o^^ut lak^h^ilil^ «f»iiett 
IUdMI; «ia]^Jfdl^ lo^sxempUfy ftiy^dning^ and 

^>190^ U$ e^lHy ftudene, whb^fc' eftpaMe *«f 

^Hg them, m\A diftern on ii4itek 4ide tim 
gfiHter ^hH^er cif mitcarrying^^i^; m HMdl «& lb» 
^AiJAlcr Sfg»K:e In c^e of (licli nf{fiftifril|^, ]^i 
4Mito^t»4ft dittA Mm in his #tl^t n^i^ Cbch^isflr4 
fft^Ktte^ipt it ^ foi^id 4iatoft« if U% M* hith 
«K %«efl[ Vi^ittdii bf Vtil^rlfaMtttctdfi, tit iliall 
4nB|)r-4Mi^^^ gMi^K^ilA 'iffeaft mpr6S#))% 
«t^ 1N^ S| ftlldfill^^04>e fvs^U mid ^pe^a. 
5 ' xius ; 
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ims; he wUl'put hU tlMug}iU into lang^i^ 
naturally as tfey prcfent t^mfclv^ giving thfeni 
for the pre&nt little morefthaamerc gfamiiiaticai 
cxwrcftion ; afterwardsjUpon^dpfer review, J» 
will polifh diofe parts that (eem mdey hiniion»« 
them where they are unequ«]) comprefe tirti^l ts> 
too difTufive, raife what is 1qw». smd attune thor 
whole to tb^t general cadence^ which foems.^m^ 
grateful to his ear» 

But if our ftudent Hath been fitiSxten widi d»^ 
turbi^nt oratory of the fenatjc, the acrimonioii^ 
declamation of the bar, or the pompous ek^ 
quench) of th^ pulpit, and. ihaU take the Ioft)» 
^9ker$ in thefe feveral coders, for his .. m<Hid% 
rather than fuch as addrefs the ear in hunibkr 
tones^ lii^ palioni^ will in that cafe huiry )^m ' 
into the florid and figurative ftile, to i, fubUpds 
mid.(wdlt9g'^rjod; and if. in thi^ he excel?; it 
xni^be owned be accompliflies a great and ar<« 
dopusf talk, and he will gain % liberal (hare oi 
(ipplaufe front the wor)d,:ift^ieb ip geaer^ is apt 
to-be captivated with: thofb. high and tp^erin^ 
imageSy that ilrike and {urpvli^ die fenies. la 
thisftil^ the Hebrew: ptophet?^ w-ite* ^^ wh^ 
f« dife0ude".(to tffe t^p: w^r<feH>f the jeariye^ 
P909r B^ley) ** after thj^geoius of thcEsift^r^ 
w aatioHSy ifh thi<?k'fe$'Ayi)tlvfne^j*l>Qr sw^.rfkfr 

** gory. 
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^ SO^-fi the fame bold comparifons and dithy-^ 
^ «ac(^ Uberty of ftile every where occurring 
«« :.i^For when ti^e Spirit of 6^ camt upon ibemj 
*^a»d breamed -a new warmth and vigour 
*i through siH the powers of the body and foul i 
S^ when by the influx of divine light the whole 
^ foene, of Chcift's heavettly kingdom was re- 
^ pccfemed to their view> fo that their heart* 
** were ravifhed with joy, and their imaginaw 
^:ti^«» turgid and pregnant with the glorious 
% idflfisr^ Jdien furely, if ever, their ftile would 
^}be S^foag and lofty, full of allufkms to all tha« 
y^is g^%at and magnificent in the kingdoms c£ 
f tbia-world*'' (Cmmentement Sirmmi)-^kxA. 
thefe. flights of imagination, diefe effuiions o£ 
npCufe and fublimity will occafionally be fotuicl 
ki the pulpit eloquence of fome of our moft 
cprreft and temperate writers; witnefs that 
brilUant apoftrophe at the cooclufion of the ninth 
difcourie of Bijbop Shirlock^ than l^vhom few 0£ 
Il0ne havl^ written yrith niore dida£Uc brcvi^ 
^ fimplicity— ** Go," (fays he to the Deifts> 
^.go to your natural religidn : Lay before he* 
^ Mahomet and his difciples arrayed in armour 
^ and in blood, riding in triumph over the fpoila 
S^* o£-^thoufands and tens of thoufands, who fell 
*^-l^ his Viftorious fwolrd : Shew her the cities, 
.Vca.. V. O "which 
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^ which he fet in flames, die coantrie^ ifMch 
^ he ravaged and deftroyed, and the miferable? 
♦< diftrefs of all the inhabitants of the earth 
«* When (he has viewed him in this fccne, carry 
^ her into bis retirements 5 ftiew her the pro- 
•* phet's chamber, his conctiWnes tnd wives ; 
^ let her fee his adultery, and hear hSih allcdge 
•» revelation and his divine commifton ^o juftify 
*< his luft and oppreflton. When file is th-ed 
<* with this profpcft, then fliew her the bleflcd 
^' Jefus, humble and meek, doing good to all 
^ the ions of men, patfently iiTftruAfllg!>oth tlDd: 

* Ignorant and perverfe ; let her fee Mhi in his 
** moft retired privacies ; let her fioHowhim to 
^ the mount, and hear Hs dcvotibtts and fiippll- 

* cations to God ; carry her to his table to view 
« his poor fare, and hear his heavenly dilcourfe : 

* Let her fee hhti injured but not prof oked 5 
^* let her attend him to the tribunal, and conH^- 
^ der the padenccf wth which he endured the 
" feoffs and reproaches df his enemies : Lead 
^ her to his croft, and let her view him in the 

* agony of death, and hear his kft piuyer for his 
** perkcxitorS'^Fatheryforgivtihemyfor they know 
•* not what they do.^* 

' This is a lofty pal&ge in die high imperative 

tone of declamation 5 h is ridhly coloured, boldly 

t contrafted 
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contraftid and rtptete witli imagery, and is 
amongft the ftrongeft of thofe inftanccs, where 
the orator addrefles himfelf to the fenfes and 
paffions of his hearers : But let the difciple tread 
this path with caution ; let him wait the call, 
and be fufe he has an dccafion worthy of his ef- 
forts before he makes them. 

Allegory^ perfonifics^tion and metaphor will 
prefs upon his imagination at certain times, but 
let him foberly confult his judgment in thofe mo- 
ments, and weigh their fitnefs before he admits 
them into his ftile. As for allegory, it is at teft 
but a kind of fairy form i it is hard to natura- 
lize it and it will rarely fill a graceful part in any 
manly coinpofition. With refpe£l to perfonifi- 
cation, as I am fpeaking of profc only, it is but 
an exotic ornament, and may be confidered ra- 
ther as t|ie loan of the mufcs than as the pro- 
perty of Jirofe; let our ftudent therefore beware 
how he borrows the feathers o/ the jay, letl his 
unnatural finery fhould only ferve to make him 
pointed at and defpifed. Metaphor, on the 
other hand, is common property, and he may 
take his {hare of it, provided he has difcretion 
not to abufe his privilege, and neither furfeits the 
appetite tvith repletion, nor confounds the palate 
with too much variety : Let his metaphor be 
G 2 appofite, 
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appofit^ ilngle and unconfuied^ and it wiH ferve 
him as a kind of rhetorical lever to lift an^ ele- 
vate his ftile above the pitch of ordinary dif^ 
courfe ; let him alfo io apply this machine, as to 
make it touch in as many points as poffible ; 
otherwife it can never fo poife the weight above 
it, as to keep it firm and fteady on its proper 
center. 

To give an example of the right ufe and ap- 
plication of this figure I again apply to a learned 
author already quoted—" Our firft parents hav- 
" ing feUen from their native ftate of innocence 
«< the tinfliure of evil, like an hereditary .difeafe , 
" infeSed all their pofterity ; and the leaven o(, 
<* fin having once corrupted the whole mafe of 
** mankind, all the (pecies ever after would be 
" foured and tainted with it; the vitious fer- 
** ment perpetually diffiifing and propagjating 
*^ itfelf through all generations.'*— ifB^«%, 
Gww/w. Sermon). 

There will be found alfo in certain writers a 
profufion of words, ramifying indeed from the 
fame root, yet rifing into climax by their power 
and importance, which feems to burft forth from 
the overflow and impetuofity of the inpiagina- 
tion; refembling at firft fight what ^iniilian 
charadlerifes as the Jbundantia Juvenilis^ but 

which, 
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which, when tempered by the hand of a mafter, 
will upon clofer examination be found to bear 
the flamp of judgment under the appearance of 
precipitancy. I need only turn to the famous 
Commencement Sermon before quoted, and my 
mea;ii^g will be fully illuftrated— ^* Let diem 
^* tcU us then what is the chain, the cemen^ the 
** magnetifm, what they will call it, the invifi- 
«* ble tie pf tfiat unioi?, wl^ereby . matter and ai| 
** incorporeal mind, things that have no fimili^ 
f^ tude or allialnce to each other, can fo fympa- 
f^ thize by a mutual league of motion and fenfa- 
" tion. No } they will not pretend to that^ 
^ for they can frame no cpnceptions of it : 
^ They are fure there is fuch ^ri union from dje 
** operations and effefis, but the caufe and the 
** manner of it are too fubtle and fecret to be 
if' difcovered by the eye of reafon; *tis myftery^ 
/* *tJ6 divine magic, *tis natural miracle.*' 



^ 3 N« ?XX)£IV, 
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. N^CXXX1V. 

(b^MOCRATES.} 

«^ RmenAer mfy thatywr wirsh te ime^ 
. ^fi NfmoHerthm bow many srbm-fewi'^ 

To THE OBSERVER/ ^^^. 

I" H AV]? a habit of d^ing in tLb^ m^jf k 
lous, which I cannot overcome : Spmc, pp>- 
ple, who fcem to take .a ^Wfure la ijwgntfjv»s 
tV little flaws to be found in all clxara<ac;rs, caH 
this by a.name^ which no gentlcflaan oi}g)|t; t^^ 
life, ^or likes to hear : The , fafl is^ I hf^i^ f<^ 
much. tender confideration forTrudi in her ftat« 
of nak^dnefs, that, tUl I have put her into 4e-^ 
cent'ctoathing^ I qannot think of bringing her 
into company ; and if her appearance is fomc- 
times fo much altered by <lrefs, that her beft 
friends cannot find her out, am I to blame for 
that? 

There is a a(iatter-of-fa£l man of my acquain- 
tance, who haunts me in all places and is the 
very torment of my life ; he flicks to me as the 
threfher does to the whale, and is th^ perfeflb 

night* 
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night-inxre €f mj imagination; this fellow 
never kts one of my florins pais wttkout dock<*> 
ing it lilce an attorney's bill before a mafter in 
ctemcery ; He cut forty miles out of a journey 
of •n^ hundred, which but for him I had per* 
formed- in one day upon the fiune horfe; in 
whichlconfi^fs Ihad ftretched a point for the 
pleaftti^ of out-riding a fat fdlow in company^ 
who by the malicious veracity of my aforefaid 
Damper thfew me at leaft ten miles diftance be* 
hind him. 

This provoking animal cut up my ibccefi in 
to iiiany ifttrigues and adventures, that I was 
4etermined to lay my plan out of bis reach* in a 
fyotj which I had piiovlded fdr an evil day, and 
accordingly I led him a dance into Corfica, where 
I was fure hit could not follow me : Here I had 
certainly !^een, ^nd knew my ground well 
enoiigh to prance over it at a very handfbme 
rate : I licHUi^i a kind of fiy leer in fome of the 
company, which was pointed towards a gentle- 
man prefcntj who was a ftranger to me, and fo 
fsLT from joining in the titter \^3 very politely 
attentive to what I was relating. I was at this 
moment warm in the caufe of freedom, and had 
performed fuch prodigies of valour in its de- 
fence, that before my ftory was well ended I had 
G4 got 
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got upon fuch clofe terms with General Pa<dl^ 
that, had my hearers beea but half as credulous 
Qs they ought to have been, they might IhaVe fef 
lis down for fworn friends and infeparables : But 
here again, as ill luck -would have it^ my evil 
genius tapt me on the fhoulder, and remarking 
that I principally addreflcd myfclf to the gentle- 
man, whofe politenefs and attention were 61 flat-: 
tering, (aid to me with a fmile^ that had thfe ma- 
lice of tlie devil in it — ^* Give me leave to in- 
** troduce you to General Paoli here prefcnt.*'— 
Death and confiifion, wt^t I felt! a ftnike of 
lightning would have been; charity compared 10 
this.-r- My pcrlecutor had not^done with me "t^I 
*' an) afraid you have forgot your old friend and 
^' familiar, who nO doubt will be overjoyed at 
f' recognizing a brother warrior, who has per- 
f* formed fuph noble feryic^ joi^Uy^ith hlqafelf 
5' in tjie glorious ftruggljB for the lil^erties of 
?^ his beloved country. -'—Clan I paint the fhame 
I differed at this moment ? It is impoilfiWe ; I 
can only fay there is a generofity in true valour, 
which fcorns to triumph over the fallea.— * 
" There were fo many braye men," ((^td that 
gallant perfoji in a tone I fhall never lofctbe 
impreffion of) ** pf whofe fervices J ihall ever 
^* preferve a grateful memory, but whofe pei^ 
/ " fons 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



NM34- THE OBSERVER. ^ 

^^ ions have flipt from my recoHe^on, that I 
*^ have only to entreat your pardon for a for* 
^' getfiilnefs, which I defire you to beKeve is 
^ not my fault, but my infirmity."— If a bottle 
had been vdlied at my head, I could not have 
been more in need of a furgeop, than I was at 
thk infiant: I codd never have fuipeded 
Truth c^ plapng me fuch a. jade's trick ; I al- 
wagrs confidered her as a good-natured fuaple 
creature without gall or bitterne6, and was in 
the habit of treating her accordingly; but diis 
was ftidi a fpecimen of her malice, that I fled 
out i^ heir company as haftily as I coukL 

•The' ve^ noitt morning I took my paffiige in 
the ftage^oach for my native tdwn in the nordi 
pf En^nd, heartily out of humour wiA my 
trip to Corfica ; but even here I could not fhako 
off Qld habits; A> far as to refift the temptation of 
getting itUxi a poft-chaife for the lafl: ftage, by 
)vfaich manoeuvre I took the credit of having 
travelled like a gentleman, and became intitled 
to rail ag^nft the poft-tax and the expences of 
theToad* 

Iwas now voted into a club of the chief in- 

^itants of the place, and as I had no reafon tct 

believe the ftory of my late difcorofiture had 

reached them) I foon recovered my fpirits,' and 

: with 
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widi tbfini.Ael.ampU^ng powers of oiy joveii- 
tkm. My Awks for » confidecaUe time «er< 
iwaUo^ed fo.glibly, and fefemed to fit ib eafy on 
tbe ftomicbfi of thde. fiatund, tnA>piKfticated 
people, that Lvns escoaraged to Qnytreafe the doft 
to &ch a degree^ asfeensed atleagth to prodsce 
fivnething like a ntdca wkh thofe I adsiiiiiftered 
U to ; efpccially with a certain pire^ peribnage 
oF tbe && of Quaker^ one Sini»wSti^ a wead« 
Ihy trader aqd miooh f efpedbd for his prcUty and 
gir-deafii^. 8Tnm had a way orafUng me at 
the end of a ftory^^^i^ £r/if tra^/^^^^idi fotte* 
times diftomrdrtsd tnty aild*coifGdBiabiy lefieHcd 
tie apphufeS) ihat the reft of tlie«ckd> h^ been 
l^tfrcuftomed to beftow updo my tianrativeSv 

One evening, when I h^ teen dltfct^ag an 
enormous fliavk, by whidi I bad bteit ajttacte^ 
}o one of my Weflf-Indte vc^agec, Simon Stiffs 
)i/king tip both hjs hands in an atcittrftt of aSo^ 
pifbmetl^ cried out-^" Verity, fridind Cr^l^r, 
ff tboii draweft « long bow." With an angry 
look I demanded the meaning Of that exprefi' 
fion,— ** I mean," replied Simon^ " thou ^eak* 
?^ eft the thing which is not.^ ^ That is as 
^ much as to fay I tell a He"— <f Eren ft^ 
^ iriend, thou haft hit it," feid Sin0H wkbo«i 
akerbg his voice, or regarding th^ ton^ of fag< 

I had 
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I h^ |bn>wn mine iiKo ; T-he fteady ferenky of bk 
fTfuatenaace pKt ny cbwn, and I filtered him 
|o proceed withpHt interruption—*^^ Thou haft 
fc told us many ttoag^. friend Crachr^ that arc; 
f< pqrfe^y incredible; were I to attempt im« 
5< pofiog upon my cuftomers in the way of traf- 
« fic; as thou doft upon thy company in the way 
f< of talbp the worlfd would juftly fet me down 
f ^ for a diflioneft man. Believe me, thou mayeft 
^ be a vf ry good companioa without fwerving 
f from the truth, nay, thou caoft no otherwife 
f ^ be a good one tlun by adhering to it; for if 
f ^ thou art in the prance of uttering fiUfehoods^ 
^ wc (ball be. in the praiftice of difhelieving thec^ 
f< evea when thxm 4>^akeft the truth, and fo 
^< diere will be an end of all confklence in fo- 
<< ciety, and thy word will pafs for nothing. I 
«f have obfcrved it is dry vanity, that betrays 
<< diee into felfebood v I Should have hoped 
f^ thou wou'dft not have £E>rgotten how thy 
«c faUehood betrayed thee into fliame, and how 
^^ w^ received and welcomed thee into our fo>- 
^ ciety, v^rn thy friends in the metropolis had 
« hooted thee out of their'*. Think not thou 
« canft eftaWifli a credit wiA us by the fie- 
^ tions of imaginatioa; pl^n truths (uit men of 
>* pl^ underftandiiigs* Had thy ibark been at 

ccbig 



Digitized by VjjOOQIC 



^ THE OBSERVER. N«^ij4, 

^ big again as tlw!>tr -vrou'dft liaVe us befierie it 
^' wa«, what wou'dft thou have gained by it t 
M Nothing "but the merit of having feen a moif" 
^ ftcr; and what is that compared to the rifque 
** of being thought a inonftcr-maker? If thou 
** waft fnatched from the Jaws of the anFmaT by 
« the hand of God, give God the praife : If 
*' thine own courage and addrefs contributed to 
^ fave thee, give Him ftill the praife, who in- 
** fpired thee with thofe means of furthering 
^ his Providence in diy refcue ; Where is the 
^ grourid^for boafting in aH tliis? Sometimes 
^ thou wouMft perfuade us thou art a man of 
^ confequence, in the favour of princes and iii 
*« the fecrcts^ of minifters : If we are to believe 
<^ aH' this, thou doft but libel thofe minifters for 
*♦• letting fiich a babler into their councils, and 
** if thou thinkeft to gain a confequence with us 
♦* thereby, thou art grievoufly deceived, friend 
f^ Cracker^ for we do not want to know what 
** thou ottghteft not to tell, and we defpife the 
** fcrvant, who betrayeth his mafter*s truft. As 
^ for wonders, what fignifieth telling us of them ? 
** The time is full of wonders 5 the revolution of 
^ empires, the fall of defpOtifm and the emanci- 
» pation of mankind ate objeds, whofe fupe- 
« rior magnitude makes rfiy (hark (brink into 
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** an atom* Had. the monftcr gorg'd thee at » 
<*. mouthful, bow mgoy.thoufands, nay tens^<^ 
** thoufands have the voracious, jaws of death 
*' devoured in a fucceffion of campaigns^ which 
** have made creation melt ? Didft . thou, lefcapc 
*^ the monfter? what then j how can we have^ 
*' leifure to reflect upon thy fiilgle deliyprance;. 
** when we call to mind the numbers of de-. 
** fpairing captives, who have been lii)eratej 
** from the dungeons of tyranny ? In a word, 
*' friend Cracfer^ if it is through a love for the 
** marvellous thou makeft fo free with the facred. 
*^ name df truth, thou doft but abufe our pa- 
<* tiente and tbine own time in hunting aftef 
** thzrks and monfters of the deep j and if thou 
*♦ hall any other motive for fiftlon than the 
** ^bove, it muft be a motive lefs- innocent than 
«' what I have fuppofed, and in that cafe we hold 
*^ thee dangerous to fociety and a difgrace tphu- 
** ^man nature/* 

JHejpe he concluded, and though the length and 
deliberate folemnity of his harangue had glvea 
me time enough, yet 1 had not fo availed my- 
felf of It as to collect my thoughts and prepare 
myfelf for any kind of defence : How to deal 
wit& this formal old fellow I knew not ; to . 
cudgel him was a feryice of more danger than I 

faw 
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bw fit to engage in, for he was of athletic limbs 
and ftaturej to challenge him to a gendeman'd 
fetisfeaioni being a Quaker, woiild have fub- 
jcSed me to univerf 1 ridicule i 1 rofe frorii my 
chair, took iny hat from the peg atid abruptly 
quitted the room : Next mbrning I fent to cut 
iliy name out of the club, but behold F they had 
faved me that ceremony over-night, and I had 
once ihore a new fet of acquaintance to go iit 
ftarch of. 

In this folitary interim I ftroVe to lighten the 
burthen of time by ftarting a correfpondcnce 
with one of our public prints, and fo long as I 
fupplied it with anecdotes from the country^ I 
may fay without vanity there vi^aS neither fircf 
nor flood, murder, rape nor robbery v^anting td 
embellifh it : 1 broke two or three necks at a 
horfe-raCe without any detriment to the com- 
munity, and for the amufement of my readei^ 
drove Over blind beggars, drov^n^d drunken far- 
mers, and tpfled women with child by mad bul- 
locks, without adding one item to the bills of 
mortality; I made matches virithout number 
which the regiftcr never recorded ; I was at the 
fame time a correfpondent at BrulTels, a refident 
in Spain and a traveller at Conftantinople, who 
gave fecrct information of all* proceedings in 

thofe 
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thofe fevcral places, and by the myfterious ftile. 
In wWch I enveloped my dii^tches, nobody 
could fix a felfehood on my intelligence, till I 
kiprudeptly (au^t a battk on t^hanksxif the 
DfHiubc, aft^sr the armies were gone; into wijifer 
^rtprs, ivl}!?}! did the Turknormifchie^ and 
€&£luaUy;blsifted me with thex:ooipiler, and him 
Wi^diepubHc^ 

, I am now out of bufine6,;ao4, if yw w^HHt 
any thing in my way to enliven your Oifirv€r$^ 
(which give me leave to reniark are fometimes 
rather of .die duHeft) 2 (hsdl be proud to ferve 
you, being 

iTotir Ttrf Humble fervant 
at coiAaaand, 

' - ' . ' ' Kit Cracker. 

tf. ft. 1 doitotwant any thing In Kit Cmder^s 
' Way ; but though I decline tire oflfer trf" his 

affiftanct, I willingly avail myfelf of the morrf 

of his example. 
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N^CXXXV: 

A Writer of mifcellancous eflays 1$ opeii to 
the correlpondence of pcrfons of all dc- 
feriptions, and though I diink fit to admit Ae 
following letter into my colleftion, I hope my 
readers will not fuppofe I wifli to intrpduce the 
writer of it into^cir company^ br tidti intd 
my own. 

Td THE OBSERVER. 
Sir, 
As we hear a great deai of the affluence o^ 
this flourifhing country^ and the Vaft quantity of 
Jleeping cajhy as it is called^ lockt up in vaults 
and ftrong boxes, we conceive it would be a 
good deed to waken fome of it,' a)(ul pi^ it into 
ufe and circulation : we have therefore ailbciated 
ourfelves into a patriotic fraternity of .circula- 
tors, commonly called pick-pockets : But with 
forrow we let you know, that nbtwithftanding 
our beft endeavours to put forward the purpofes 
of our inftitution, and the great charges of pro-^ 
Viding ourfelves with inftruments and tools of 
all forts for the better furtherance of bur bufi- 
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nefsj Vre have yet hooked up litde except jJirty 
handkerchiefs, leathern fnufF-boxes, empty purfes 
and bads-metal watches from the pockets of the 
piiblic ; articles thefe^ let me fay, that would 
hardly be received at Ac depot of the patriotic 
contributors in Paris* Are thefe the fymptoms 
of a great and wealthy nation? we blu(h for 
our country, whllft we are compelled by trudi 
and candor to reply — ^They are not* 

As w€ have a number of petty articles on 
hand, which will not pafs in our trade, nothing 
deters us from putting them up to public cant, 
but the tax our unwoi^thy parliament has laid 
upon auctions* I fend you two or three papers^ 
which a brother arttft angled out of the pocket 
of a pennilef^ gentleman the other night at the 
playhou^ door *, the^one a letter figned Urania^ 
the Other GcrgoH} they can be of no ufe to us^ 
as we have nothing to do with Urania's virtue, 
nor ftadd in need of Gorgon to paint fcenes, 
which we can a£l better than he defcribes j 
neither do we want his effigy of a man under 
the gallows to remind us of what we Wfifk all 
come to. Your's, . ^ 

, Cs.00K*FING£R£D jACit. 

Vol, V* H Tb# 
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The letter from Urama brenthet the full fpait 
tf that amiable arAbitioi^ which at prefentfenas 
generally to infpire our heroirtts of the ftage to 
accept of none but (hining chafa£iers, and aerer 
to prefent themfelves to the pubKc bat as iQof-- 
Crioas models of purky and grace. If virtue b9 
dius captivating by refemblance Miy, how 
beautifid muft it be in tfie reality! I cannot 
however help pitying the unknown poet, whofe 
hope^ were dalht with the following rebuke. 

Sir, 

I have run my eye over yotir tragedy, and an% 
be]rond meafure furprized you could think of 
allotting 8 part to me^ which is fo totsdly iuisH 
miable. Sir, I neither can, nor will, appear ia 
^ny pubNc cbarader, whkh is at variance vfi^ 
my private one ; and, though I have no objoc* 
tton to your fcene of feff^ikrarder, and flactir 
myfdf I could do it juftite, yet my tf»nd ^voka 
from fpilling any blood but my own* 

I confefs there are many fine paftges ami 
fome very ftriking fituations, that would bl\ to 
my lot in your drama, but permit me to till ydiiy 
Sir, that until you can clear up the legitimacy 
of the child, you have been pleafed therein to 

lay 
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ky ac inf doot*, andl wiH find a /athef fer it^ 
whom I ttiTtf not Uafii to oiwn for ii bufbanc^ 
fbii ihaft never hb^ for the afflftance of yovr 
humbit frfvant. 

The other letter it addreiled to the £tme ua« 
fortunate poet ftom an artifl-^ who feen^ W Iiav% 
itedied ndtw^e ill her deformities only. 

Dear Difinal, 

I M^ with impatience to betf of die fuceeft 
of ftnit tragedy, and in tte mean dnle have 
#orked off a frontiTpiet^ for it, that you, ynbo 
h^ve ar paffion for thi^ Mrtfic, wiU be perk£k\j 
charmed with. 

lan» feand^sml when I bear peopte fiiy that 
the fine art^ are prote^fed in this couHtfyi 
noAtf^ can be fortber from the truth, as I am 
one aifoon^ many to witncis. Pmnting I pre» 
feme wili not be dlfpoted to bb otie of the fine 
arts, and I may fay without vanity I haVe fomt 
j^^tenikms to rsdik With die b^ft of iny br^res 
in d»t profdffion. 

My fff& ftudiea were earried on in the eapital 

of a certain county^ where I was born ; arid 

being determined to chufe a ftrikidg (iibj^A for 

Ha my 
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my J^bit in the branch of portrait-painting, I 
perfwsuled my grandmother to fit to me, and I 
am bold to (ay there was great merit in my pic- 
ture, confidering it as a maiden produdion; 
particularly in the execution of a hair-mole upon 
her chin, and a wart under her eye, which I 
touched to fuch a nicety, as to make every body 
ftart, wta^ caft their eyes upon the canyafs. 

There was a little dwarfifh lad in the parifb, 
who befides the deformity of his perfon, had a 
remarkable hare-lip, which expofed to view a 
broken row of difcoloured teeth, and was indeed 
a very .brilliant fubje£t for a painter oftfftSt: I 
gave a full-length of him, that was executed (b 
to the life, as to turn the ftomach of every body, 
who looked upon it. 

At this time there came into our tovm a tra- 
velling {how-man, who amongft other curiofities 
of the favage kind brought with him a man-ape^ 
or Ourong-outong ; and this perfon, having 
feen and admired my portrait of the little hump- 
backed dwarf, employed me to tske the figure 
of his celebrated favage for the purpofe of dif- 
playing it on the outfide of his booth. Such an 
occafion of introducing my art into notice 
fpurred my genius to extraordinary exertions, 
and though I muft premife that the favagp was 

not 
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not the beft fitter in the world, yet I flatter 
myfelf I acquitted myfelf to the fatisfaftion of 
his keeper and did juftice to the ferocity of my 
fubjed : I caught him in one of his moft ftrik 
ing attitudes, ftanding crcQ with a huge club 
in his paw : I put every mufcle into play, and 
threw fuch a terrific dignity into his features, as 
ivould not have difgraced the charader of a 
J^ero or Caligula. I was happy to obfcrve the 
general notice, which was taken of niy perform- 
ance by all the country folks, who reforted to 
the (how, and I believe my employer had no 
caufe to repent of having fet me upon the 
work. 

The figure of this animal with the club in his 
paw fuggefted a hint to a publican in the place 
of treating his ale-houfe with a new fign, and as 
he had been in the iervice of a noble fadiily, 
who from antient time have borne the Bear and 
ragged ftaff for their creft, he gave me a com* 
miifion to provide him with a fign to that eiied : 
Though I (pared no pains to get a real bear to fit 
to me for his portrait, my endeavours proved 
abortive, and I was forced to refort to. fuch 
common prints of that animal as I could obtain, 
and trufted to my imagination for fupplying 
what dfe might l>e wanted iot the piece : As I 
H 3 worked 
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fmrkcd upon thi^ capfjta} dtfign p Ijhe fio^i^ 
jfh(Ufi my giandp9otlier'$ portrait wa; |)efiorie 
Vf^y ey^Sy it pccwrcd tp me tp lAtroduo? the 
iame |i^-Qide into tbe ^bilkers of gruin» 
I94^h I t#d f9 Aiccefsfujly copied ffom her cbja, 
imd certainly M^ thougl^ waf a hfippy one^forit 
bad a pidurcfque e^e^i but in d(yng tbi$ I waf 
•aturaUy ^fiough, jt^ougb undcfignedly, betraye4 
Wio giving f^ch a geoer^ rpfcmWance Xq tb^ 
gQ94 d^e in tbe reft pf Bruii^'s fes^i^eib tbat 
vhcjft iifc ctme to be ^xbibit^d on tbp figp-poft 
dj\ tbe people crjkd put uppn the iikenefs, and a 
malictoa$ rumour ran tbfougb the town, that I 
had painted my grandmother inAead of tbs 
bittr ; which loft ^^e ]^ fairour of that indulgent 
xriatipnb itbougb tf eaucfi knows I was as iiuior 
catnt of Ibe j^ieiition ^ tbe child imborn* 

The di%|i*ft wy grandmother concehred 
agunft her tilwieft wid^ the ragged ftafi; gaye 
me iocceJilile naeaSnefs, and as ibe was a £(KHit 
cuftomer to Uie lai»<Uord a!nd mi^ reipci^l^d jff 
^ place» be wai sndMc^ to return the b^ 
u|KMi my faaadj$. I am npiw tbinlqng to w^^^ 
ufelcM turnbim, wd a^i^^ci^rs to m^ t)i^ 
bjr dutp^feing a Vn-i^ mpr^ ?u(Aority iMto bi$ 
ftatu^ ami giMing his c^a^ be might very 
pofiUy bit die Jlik«Ae& ^irf* ^m$ ^ord in^yor of 

London 
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Lmdcn in hif ful^gM^ and jgc44 thtiit^ aii4 
itiilt» a rei^eSable figum la (bme city hall, i «M 
wUlittg t^dlfftafe of Wav to ^ny fuch at to cafy 

As i bavtalfe f)f 6ferv«d a fk^ld) of my ftihou^ 
Oardttg-Owtohg, a thought Im ftmck me that 
vridt a few iimChic% torches ht might ^fily 6« 
coAveirtedinto a (kHhan fiM" flr^ Ttinpefl^ ahd^ 
when that i$ dene, I fliall not totally defpair of 
h\% obcahiins a niche in the Shakfpere gidbry« 

{t haa btftit commdn widi the great mkftet% 
Rubtnsy f^mifyigy Sir Ti^ite/? kepiobh and o&ei^ 
when tbty paint a warrior^ or other great per*^ 
fonage, oli hjgfttth^tek^ to throW a dwaW^ or (bme 
fiiKh (^ontrafted figure, iitto the bacb-ground: 
^Kndd imy anKlbe in want of foeh a things I 
can very readily fupply Mm wi^my hareJipped 
^y; H otheirwife, I am not totally without 
hi^s that he may fiiit -Tome Spkhi(h gralidiee, 
mdien Any fuch ftall vifit this com^ upon hh 
travels,' or in the charA£k^oP«mbaflkd6r irom 
that illuftrious court. . ^ :. r 

Before { con<5hide I (hall beg leave to obferve, 
that I have a compleat fet of ready-made devils, 
.that would do honour to Saint Antony, or any 
other perfon, who may be in want of fuch ac- 
companiments to fet off the felf- denying virtues 
H4 of 
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#f his chamber ; I have alfo a fine parcel of 
«[ittrdered innocents, which I meant to havo 
filled up with the A>ry of .Herod ; hut if any 
gentleman thinks fit to lay the fcene in Ghent, 
and make a modern compofition 6f ii^ I am bold 
to fay my pretty babes will not dtlgrace the 
pathos of the fubjod} nor violate the Cofiunut* 
1 too): a nqtaUe iketch of a man hanging, and 
(eised him juft in the dying twitches, before the 
laft ftretch gavea ftiffhefs and rigidity un£Bivour-f 
liUe to the human figure ; this I woyld wiUiagly 
^commodate to the wiihes of any Jady, whols 
defirous of preferving a portrait of her lover, 
friend or hufband in tliat interefting a^tude. 
, Thefe, mm nmitis aliiSj are part of my ftock 
on hand, and I hope, uppn my arrival at kny^ 
lodgings in Bloodrbpwl-alley, to exhibit them 
Vdth much crpdilf, tq myfelf, and to the entire 
iatisfadion of fuch of my neighbours in that 
quarter, as may incline tp patronize the fine 
?rts, and rcfto/c tjie credit pf iibisi drooping 
country, 

Your's, 

PoR<BpN, 



N^ 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



JJM36. THE OBSERVER* 105 



N° CXXXVI. 

■*12j ri >a?^f«v T'lOXorfia, (menandbr.) 

<« Still to be tattling, ftill to prate, 
^< No luxury in life fo great/* 

TH E humours and characters of a popu-* 
lous county town at a diftance from the 
capital fuj^hiih matter of much amufement to a 
curious obferver. I have now been fome weeks 
refident in a place of this defcription, where I 
have been continually treated with the private 
lives and Httle fcandalizing' anecdotes of almoft' 
every perfon of any note in it. Having pafled 
inoft of my days in the capital, I could not but 
remark tbe ftriking difference between it and 
^efe fubordinate capitals in this particular : in 
JLrondon we are in the habit of looking to our 
-• iown affairs, and caring little about thofe, with 
whom we have no dealings : here every body's 
bufinefs feems to be no lefs his neighbour's con- 
cern than his own : A fet of tattling goffips 
(including 9II the idlers in the place male as well 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



SIS female) fcem to have no other emj^ment 
for their time or tongue, but to run from houfe 
to houfe, and circt|i4<c their CUy Itories up and 
down. A few of thefc contemptible impcrtincnti 
I iball now defcrib^ . ,. 

Mfi Pimkp^ Tfbhy h an giX^udfej maiden 
of at leaft forty years {landing, a great pbferver of 
decorumi and particularly b»iirt ^y iHfi hehaviour 
of two young ladies, who we fepr Jicnt-doot 
neighbours, for a cuftom they have of loUbg 
q^t of their windows and t^IIpng t^ fi^UlPVtfS in At 
ftrect : The charge caftppt b? d^oifdj fof-H^is ceiv 
tiinly a pra(^ice tjiefr yo^pg l^di^ i^Hlg^ tbiim- 
i^ves in very freely s bat on fbe ocb^r h^ if 
ipuft be owned MHs Pen Tabby IP alfi? ift tjii^ b^bit 
of Lc^ing ou^pf her wii^dow at ti>e f^n^ tin^e t0 
fi^fc ^ thepi, and pnt thcin t<^ fh^^^ fP» A^ I«¥i^ 
^ftbejr cofijJu<ft : Th^y \^vp 2i(utl^qum^ prov^ 
vpon tbempf being unpard9nghly h^^fonie, an4 
fhis they neither c^ npir w^)l ?ffifiW$^ IP cmr 
tr?dia. Mifs Pea T^bby is ejLpmmhfjngviht ft 
mornip^ P^»y?f5> but fte compl^n^ i^^ayily of |i 
youp^ ftaring fellow m the p^V^ *Wt t^'hir ©W^ 
ybq yipl^es th« folen^nity pf tb^i&^ic^ by 
fitgUng her ^ her devotloni^ : ^e h$i$ ^ vi^y ^ 
l^mn$ PVftt" the pew^ and danjlipg ^ vfim hwl 
firxif n}e9t^4 W^ ^ flanging p9%: ring) n^di 

fometimes 
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fmetimes |4ay5 the lights in hex fiye$f (b as ta 
make them ^ate/ with the reflexion , and Mift 
Pen has tbi^ very natural remark ever ready on 
die occaiion^^^ Such things, yxm know, are 
*' apt to take off one's attention," 

Another of this iUuftrious junto is Bil^ 
Becbslorj an old uatnarried petk-makre : Billy 
1^ a couf ter of antient ftanding i he abounds in 
anecdotes not of the frefhed date, nor altogether 
of ihe tno& lAterefting ibrt 5 for be will telj you 
|)piw iucl^ and iucb a lady wa$ df ei&d, when he 
had the honour of hiding ber into the drawing- 
fO(m i h^h^2L court-atalantis of his pwn^ from 
^hkh he c^iavour yon with fome hints of fly 
doings anoongft maids of honour^ particularly of 
a certain duhipns duchefs now deceafed, (for he 
names no nanies) who appeared at a certain 
mafquerade in puris mtur^libus^ and oth^ woo^r 
i§rlni\ diiboveries, which all the world has long 
^.known, and Jong ago been tired of. Billy 
has afinatteriJBg in ihe fjne ^rtSt fpr bp c^n nett 
p^des and i^e adniirable coffee apd write 
(onsets 'f he has t^e bejEt receipt in nature for a 
dei^jffice, which he niakes up with his qwx^ 
h^s, and gives to fiicl^ ladies, as are in his 
%vpijir and have an even ro^v of teeth : He can 
^q^ (bme IkiH i^ mv^^} fca: hP pl^ys B^rherini'a 

minuet 
X 
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minuet ta admiration, and accompanies the airs 
in the Beggar's opera on his flute in their origi- 
nal tafte: He is alfo a playbcufe critic of no 
mean pretenfions, for he remembers Mrs. Wof^ 
fington, and Quin and Mrs, Cibber ; and when 
the players come to town, Billy is greatly looked 
up to, and has been known to lead a clap, where 
Inobody but himfelf could find a reafon for clap- 
ping at all. When his vanity is in riie cue, 
Billy Bachelor can talk to you of his amours, 
and upon occafion ftretch the truth to fave his 
credit ; particularly in accounting for a certain 
old lamenefs in his knee-pan, which fome, vAio 
are in the fecret, know was got by being kicked 
out of a coffee-houfe, but which to the world at 
large he aflerts was incurred by leaping out of a 
window to fave a lady's reputation, and cfcapc 
the fury of an enraged hufband. 

Dr. Pyeball is a dignitary of the church, and 
a mighty proficient in the belles leitref : He tells 
you Vbltaire was a man of* fome fancy and had 
a knack of writing, but he bids you beware of 
his principles, and doubts if he had any more 
chriftianity than Pontius Pilate : He has wrote 
an epigram againft a certain contemporary hif* 
torian, which cuts him up at a ftroke. By a 
happy jargon of profeflional phrafes with a kind 

of 
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of Socratic mode of ai^uing, be ha9 fo bam- 
boozled the dons of the cathedral as to have ef- 
fe&ed a total- revolution in their church muficy 
making Purcell, Crofts and Handel give place 
to a quaint, quirkifh ftile, littl6 kfs capricious 
thsLTi if the organift was to play cotillons and the 
dean and chapter dance to them. The doiSlor is 
a mighty admirer of thofe ingenious publica- 
tions, which are intitled The flowers of the 
feveral authors they are fele£led from \ this flioit 
cut to ParnaCus not only faves him a great deal 
of round-about riding, but fupplies him with 
many an apt couplet for off-hand quotations, 
in which he is very expert and has befides a 
clever knack of weaving them into his pulpit 
eflays (for I will not call them fermons} in 
much the f^me way as Tiddy^DoU ftuck plumbs 
on his P>ort pigs and bis long pigs and bis pigs 
tvith a curley tail. By a. proper fprinkling of 
thefe fpiritual nofegays, and the recommenda* 
tion of a foft iniinuating addrefs, do<^or Pyeball 
is univerfally cried up as a very pretty genteel 
preacher, one who underftands the politenefs of 
the pulpit and does not furfeit well-bred people 
with more religion than they have ftomacbs for. 
Amiable Mifs Pen Tabby is one of his warmeft 
admirers, and declares Doftor Pyeball in his 

gown 
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gown and caffbclc h quite the mtKi of fitlhion ^ 
The ilF-natured world will have if fhe has con- 
templated him in otKd- fituattods WiA equsd ap-( 
probation. 

Elegant Mrs. Dainty is another omailicrtt Bf 
this charming coterie : She is fepara«ed from h^ 
huiband, but the eye of malice never fpied 2k 
fpeck upon her virtue; liis manners were in* 
fiippOrtaWe ; fhe, good latfy, ntvtT gave him Ch^ 
Icaft provocation, for (he was always fick a^d 
moftly confined to her chamber in ilurfing ^ 
delicate conftitution : Noifes racked her head i 
eompany (hook her nerves all to pieces ; in thd 
country (he cotrld not live, for country ioGtc/ci 
tnd apothecaries knew nothing cff her cafe ; in 
London fhe could not fleep, unlefs die whole 
ftreet Was Kttered with ftraw. Her hufband 
was a man of no refinement 5 aS the fine ftelin^f 
$fthe human heart were heathen Greek to him ; 
he loved his friend, had no quarrel with lits bot« 
tie, and, ciDming from his club one night a Iktte 
8uftered, his horrid dalHa/iCcS^thrcw Mrs. Dainty 
Into ftrong hyflerics, and tht covenanted true* 
being now broken, fhe kept no further termi 
with him and they fepatated. It wis a ftep of 
abfolute neceffity, for flic declares her life could 
no other wife have been faved^ his boifterous 

familiarities 
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&Miliarkies would hsive be^n h«r death. She 
now htds an uncontaminated life^ fupporting n 
feeble Irame by medicine^ fipping h*r tea with 
het dear quiet friends every evening, chatting 
over the litde news of the day, fightng charita^ 
Wy when (be bears any evil of her fcind neigh* 
hoUt% turning off her fenime-de-chanibre once 
a week or thereeboutsy fondling btr )ap<^o^ 
Who is a dear IWeet pWtty creature and fa fenfi^ 
blC) and taking the air now and then on a ptUioa 
behind faithful John, who is (b careful of ber^ 
and fo handy, and at the fame time one of th4 
ftouteft, handfomefty be(Ulknbed lads in all 
England* 

Str Hugo Fit t*- Hugo h i, d^eayed baronet of a 
family fo very antienf, that they have long fince 
worn out tfat edate that fuppotted them : Sir 
Hugo knows his o#n dignity none the Ic&, and 
keeps a little fifHvelHng boy, who ean fcarce 
move uhder the load of worded ktce, that is 
plaiffered down the edges and feains of his livery: 
He leaves a vifittng dard at your door^ ftuck as 
full of emblems as an American paper dottan 
Sir Hugo abominates a tradefman ^ bis cHh&xyxf 
nerve* are tortured with the (cent of a grocer^ 
pr a butcher, quite acrofs the way, and as for a 
tallow-chandler he can wind him to the very 

end 
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end of the ftreet; tbefe al^e people^ whofe vifits 
he cannot endure; their very bills turn his 
fiomach upfide down* Sir Hugo inveighs 
agatnft modern manners as feverely ss Cato 
would againft French cookery; he notes down 
omiiSons in pun£lilio as a merchant does bills 
for protefting ; and in cold weather Sir Hugo is 
of fome ukj for he fufFers no man to turn his 
back to the fire and fcreen it from the company 
who fit round : He holds it for a folecifm in 
good-breeding for any man to touch a lady's 
hand without his glove: This as a general 
maxim Mifs P<n Taibj agrees to, but doubts 
whether there are not fome cafes when it may be 
waved : He anathematizes the herefy of a gentle* 
man's fitting at the head of a lady's table, and 
contends that the honours of the upper di(h are 
the unalienable rights of the miftrefs of the 
femily : In ihort, Sir Hugo Fitz-Hugohas more 
pride about him than he knows how to difpofe o^ 
and yet cannot find in his heart to beflow one 
atom of it upon honefly : From the world he 
merits no other praife but that of having lived 
fingle all his life, a|id, being the lafl of bis 
family ; at his deceafe the Fitz-Hugos will be 

. . This 
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* This foticty may alfo boaft a tenth mufe In 
the p^rfon of the celebrated Rhodope : Her ta- 
lents are multi&ri^s; poetieal, biographical, 
epiili^ry, nHfcellaaeous : She can reafon like 
Socrates, ijiipute like Ariftotle and love like Sap- 
pho J her magnanimity ^uals that of Marc An- 
tony,, for when the world- Wa& .at her feet, Ihe 
fiicrificed ittf/Zy^r &^^, -ftnd accounted it weU 
lojii %W was a philofbphdr in her leadmg- 
ftririgstj and had' travdled*ga6griphlcally Over the 
globe creihe ciuld'ifet one^fyot fafrly before the 
oftert Her cradle #5^* ih&EtA to the Iambic 
meafure-^and (be wastluU^ to fleep tiy*finging 
to her aA ode of Horkcel 'Rhodope hafevWrittert 
a book of Iraveft falU^ nWft Enchanting inci- 
dents^ vwhtch fbme.of her admirers lay w*s a£hi- 
ally^ikbftlied in theWitferir, ihd ohly filled up 
iwtk Klife*ltehi|irtrkrjPtduOTes in -her riper years 5 
I know ffiejrniake ap^ tb herftfle a^ hiternal 
e^^cube ^bf^hiat th^y'kflfert'abbut'thfe^iiuVfery; 
but tiicfti^h^f am 'reiSJr^ admit that it has every 
liS^me^^hitt/iWhfctf tfi^y^afifcbvef ifr'1f,7^* 1 
iffiii(ji^toength oi^thfnkfftg wirti them, that 
^%\ifipkfi^^cMi^pM^ thliig to 

ieBflj^ %^SatHittg'to the ia&|ti&e^oFmen and 
^Uk^{^Wt iX'hiSyi^ Wod^Two-Jhoesy 
ancfxrtheF^amtcfeng'^bttSk^^ idioUgh wriWen for 
'^VoL. V. I '• children^ 
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pbildrovwej^nolwjttjenbycluMrei*, Riigdo^ 
pe has prefervcd (q^^ fii^ulAr curiQfitics i^ her 
mufeum: She has. a ^t|le «f ^0(|g)^atf4 fowi) 
ibmctbing like the coi)g<|;|]e4 bipod pf S^^iit Ja-. 
i^uarius I this (he in^ialajns m$ th« verit^^ble 
foam of the treii)eml^)^>{uiotiur of Ctm of 
immprts^ snepfcy % ff^^^ ^^ (oi»b n)d^ who 
profe(^ to doHl>t ttii^.^4 ^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ iK^ng 
piorc thai| the flavor pf a noblo Eoglift^ ^fiaftifl^ 
y^bicb went tame about her hm^h ^^ I^QHSb 
formid^ible to thieves ^d Jnterlopsnb W?s ever 
gentle, a^d afFe6tio^f ^{^o^eft Q^ofu Sb^ ^ 
a lyre. in line ppeferfaiwm M^ ^.l?P ^? ^4w4-? 
pal lyr^jwbich PA^w* pUyed ^FW* ^ea he won 
the he^ of the s^a9iws Sfpfif^ii^^ #) *» 

jbefe wJJl hay^ ^t to \^ %<?ppu»P^ I^i^^W .«#'??'* 
ci^nt, ijucb as tb^ 1^ of t^ coig^fy iJay 
vpon to this ^y ; this ifo?,:ppiqt tbey^^uft.fcttl? 
^\ they ?^ but filagree it^f f well^Hngioi^u^ 
inentj and Ji/cQurf^s Jif;^hti^c., Slje 'b?ffin l^ei 
^ajunet an evergKeeq.of ^ ^ff^J^^ wWpb 
is fuppofed to b^ th^ vef)} ji^iy,iduaipjw^^ 
led up the b^l ^ih^Qr^u;^ M4^Mii^ 
Ijoves be^aQ^v^^gptal?!^ ^nc^v aiji^r ^^5 r^^^Jf 
t^U you wa$. th^ q!;i|?n.,^, »lUovii^y: ^^^5, 
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her poffeffiott the original epiftle, tJ^hich king 
J^emr wrote to Buropa^ diflbadfeg her kom her 
f icHciikHis partfeility for her ftrottrice bul!, when 
Jupiter in the form of that animal toe* her off 
in ^ite of ^1 Agenor\ remonftrances, and car- 
ried her acrofs the fea with him upon a tour, that 
has i^mort^ised her name through the moft 
enlightened <juarter of riie globe : Rhodope isii 
tenacious ctf this manufcript, that fhe rardy in- 
dulges the curiofity of her ftiends with a fight <rf 
k J fkc has written ani aniwer in BuropiH be^ 
half after the manner of Ov*d'^ Spittle, in whhA 
fee t\iikA% a ^ery Ingenious dfefence for her he*. 
«it)h»i and ^[iwy body; w*o*as' ften the whok 
of Ae corr^^dence, aHows that J^enor WKtfe 
Kke a n»», who knew Kttic of human nattn^ 
and that Rhodof€ in her reply haStfife beflPbf die 
argument. ■ • ' > 



•1|^OTHING no^*^ remairis for ccwfl^I«a<- 
-tN' ingtheliterarfahiuKof Greece, accord- 
ing to the plan I have piwreeded upon in the 
foregoing vohirhis, btit to give fome account of 
the Dratma wkMnAatf -period of time, which 
I a commences 
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commences wWi the death of Alexander of Ma- 
ccdon and concludes with that of Menander, or 
at moft extends to a very few years bey<md it, 
when the curtain may figuratively be fald to 
have dropt upon all the glories of the Athenian 

ftagc. ' 

• This, though the laft, is yet a brilliant aera, 
for now flouriQied Mtmnder^ PhlUmtiy DiphU 
Jus, AfoUodorus, Philjppides, P^tdifpus i poets 
fialefs celebrated for the luxuriajw:y than for the 
jElegance of their genius j all writers of the NeUu 
Comedy ; which, if it had 4iot all the wit afid fire 
of> the old fatirical, drama prpduce^d in times of 
greater public freedom,, is generally reputed to 
hav«,been %r fuperior to it in delicacy, regularity 
and. decorum. i^U^ attacks upon living charac- 
ters .coafed i^it)x .what, is properly denominated 
the Old Comedy 'y the writers of the Middle Clafi 
contented themfelves with venting their raillery 
upon the works of their dfariiatlc predeceflbrs 5 
theperfons and politics of their contemporaries 
were fafe ; whereas neiAer tlie higheft ftation, 
nor tb^^brightefl:; tfal^pt^, were) any furp ^ prpteo- 
^t>pn ^from the ^r^ftrained inve^v^/es; of tlie 
.,coniic mufe in)^qr carl^cft,fallipSf- • o/- - 

The poet? upder o^r prpfen^ r^yi^ were not 
^hov^ever fo cbfely ciroimfcpbed, as to be afraid 
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of indulging their talent for ridicule and fatire up- 
on topics of a general nature ; without a latitude" 
like this comedy could hardly have exifted j but 
this was not all, for amongft their fragments fome 
are to be found, which advance fentiments and 
opinions fo direftly in the teeth of the popular re- 
ligion, that we cannot but admire at the extraor- 
dinary toleration of their pagan audiences. Jujiin 
quotes a pailagb from Menander's comedy of 
The Charioteer^ in Which an old mendicant ii 
fntroduced carrying about a painted figure of the 
Great Mother of the Gods, after the manner oF 
the pvefent Popi(h Rofarles, and begging a boon 
as ufual on thofe occafions ; the perfon addreflfecl 
for his fubfcription, contemptuoufly replies— *^1 
*' have no relifli for fuch deities as ftroll about 
" with an old beggar-woman from door to door, 
" nor for that painted doth you have the impu- 
" dence to thruft into my prefence : Let me. tell 
" you, woman, if your Mother of the Gods was 
" good for any thing, (he would keep to her 
** ownftationand take charge of none but thofe, 
*^ who merit her proteftion by their piety and 
" devotion." This rebuff is of a piece with the 
furly anfwer of the cynic Antiftbenesj recorded 
by Clemens Jlexandrinusy when, being teazed by 
(hefe mendicants, thephilpfopher replied—** Let 
I 3 " the 
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^ the Gods provide for Acir own Mother 5 1 am 
^ not bound to maintiun her." In another frag- 
ment, quoted both by Clemens and Eu/ibiusj 
Menander breaks forth into a bolder ihipCodyy 
^hich breathes the fpirit and nearly the very 
words. of the Hebrew prophets: a perfoh (in 
what drama does not appear) addrefies his com- 
psmion in the fc?ne to thb effeft — ** If any 
«« man, O Pamphilus, thinks that God will be 
<< well pleafed with the facrifice of multitudes 
" of oxen or of goats, or of any other vi^ms ^ 
^ or by robing his images in cloth of gold and 
« purple, and decking them out with ivory arid 
^ emeralds ; that man deceives himfelf, and his 
<< imaginations are vain j let him rather ftudy 
<< to conciliate God's £%vour by doing good to 
<^ ail men 1 let him abftain from violation and 
^< adultery ; let him not commit theft or murder 
" through the luft of money ; nay cM'et not, O 
" Pamphilus, fo much even as the thread of 
** another's needle, for God is ever prdent and 
** his eye is upon thee.** This will ferve in 
the place of many more paflages, which might 
be adduced, tQ prove that the comic poets of 
^is period were not only bold declaimers 
igainft the vice and immorality of the age they 
/ lived in, but that they ventured upon truths and 

doctrines 
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do^ines in religion tohdiy irreconctleable U^ 
the popular fiiperftition and id(4atries of the 
heathen world. 

It was on the new comedy of the Greeks that 
the Roman Writers in" general founded their's, 
and this they feem to have accompliDied by the 
fenrile vehicle of trahflation : It is faid that Te- 
rence alone tranflatcd all Menander*s plays, and 
thefe by the loweft account amounted to eighty } 
fome authorities more than double them, an im- 
probable number to have been compofed by z 
poet, wh6 died at the age of fifty, or very littfc 
after, 

^in et hmga dies deUhlt fctipta Menandri^ 
Ef quandoque kvis comma puhfis erunt* 

(t. FABIR,) 

Minander vhs bbrn at Athens, the fon of 
Diopgthis and Hege0raHi : He WaS educated in 
the fchool of The9phrajtns the peripatetic, Arif- 
tode'S fucc6fibr : At the early i^ge rf twehty he 
began to i^ite for the ftage, and his paffions 
feem to have been no le(s forward and impetuous 
than his genius ; his attachment to the fkir fejt 
and especially tb his iniftfefs Glycera is upoii 
record) and was vehement in the extreme 5 feve^ 
I 4 ral 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



IIP THE OBSERVER. N^ 137. 

ral of hi^ epifUes to that celebrated courtefan, 
written in a very ardent ftile, were colle<9^ and 
made public after bis deceafe: The celebrity of 
his mufe, and the brilliancy of bis wit were pro- 
bably his chief recommendations to that lady's 
favour ; for it fliould feem that nature had not 
been very partial to his externa], befldes which 
he fquinted moft egregioufly, and was of a tem- 
per extremely irafciblc : If we were to take his 
chara£ter as a writer from no other authorities 
but of the fragments^ we fliould form a very difn 
fcrent idea from that of PUny^ who fays he was 
cmnis luxuria interpreSy and this even Plutarch 
his avowed panegyriA is candid enough to admit: 
Ovid alfo lays— 

«< The gay Menandcr charms each youthful heart, 
«* And Love ia every fable claims a part." 

However this may be, the remains, which 
have come down to us, bear the ft^mp of an 
auftere and gloomy mufe rather than of a wanr 
ton ^nd voluptuous one ; bi^t tbefe it muft be 
owned prove little ; Terence is fuppofed to have 
copied all his comedies from Menander, except 
the Phormio and the Hecyrny and be gives us the 
beft infight into the chara^lor^ of hi? elegant 
original* 

' AU 
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All Greece feems to have joined in lamenting 
the premature lofs of this celebrated poet, who 
unfortimately perilbed as h^ was bathing in the 
Piraean harbour, to which Ovid alludes in his 
Ibis— 

Comicus ut liquidis per tit dum nabat in undis. 

This happened in Olymp. CXXII; his firft 
comedy, intitled Or^e was performed in Olymp. 
CXV, which gives him fomething kfs than 
thirty years for the produftion of more than one 
hundred plays, and if we take the former ac- 
count of bis beginning to write for the ftage at 
the age of twenty, it will agree with what we have 
before faid re(pe£Ung the age at which he died. 

Fatal as was the Piraean fea to the perfon of 
this lamented poet, pofterity has more caufe to. 
execrate th^t barbarous gulph, which has fwal* 
t6we4 up his works; nor his alone, but thofe of 
above two hundred other eminent dramatic poets, 
whofe labours are totally loft and excinguifhed. 
We hdve Comt lines of Callimachus upon the 
death of Menander^ who was one amongft many 
of his poetic furvivors, that paid the tribute of 
Aeir ingenious forrow to his memory : Nor poets 
only, but princes bewailed his lofe, particularly 
PteUrjy the fon of Lagusy who loved and favoured 

him 
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him very greatly, and tmiiiitained a friendly cor- 
refpondence with him till his death; fome of 
Menander's letters to this prince were publiihed 
with Aofc tddrefled to his beloved Glycera. 

Though many great authorities concur in 
placing Menander decidedly at the head of all 
the comic writers of his time, yet his contempo- 
raries muft have been of a difierent opinion, or 
elfe his rivals were more popular with their 
judges, tor out of one hundred and five come- 
dies, which JpolUdorus afcribes to him, he tells 
us that he obtained only eight prizes, and that. 
Pbilenwi in particular triumphed over him in 
the fuffrages of the theatre very frequendy. If 
thefe deciftons were fo glaringly unjuft and par* 
tial as we are taught to believe they were, we 
have fome fort of apology for die farcaftic qtssf^ 
tion put to his fuccefsful competitor, when upon 
meeting him he faid— ** Do you not bluih, Phi* 
** lemon, when you prevail over me?'* This 
anecdote however at beft only proves tbct 
Menander rated his own merits very highly, and 
that, if they were unjuftly treated by thofe^ who 
decided for Philemon, he laid the blame upon 
the wrong perfon, and betrayed a very irritidile 
temper upon the occafiou. 

Wc 
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We have a collcftion of Menander's frag- 
ments and the titles of feventy-three comedies -, 
die fragments •^onfift only of Ihort fentences, 
and do not give us the fpirit and character of 
the dialogue, much Icfs of any one entire fcene ; 
for though Hertelius has gone further than 
Gretlus and Lt Clerc in arranging them under 
diftind topics, and has brought into one view 
every paffage of a correfpondent fort, ftill it is a 
jncre disjointed medley, iftterefting only to the 
curious, but affording little edification to the 
generality of readers : Many of them however 
are to be refpeftcd for their moral fentimen^ 
fome are of a very elevated caft, and others, 
(more in number than I could wifli) of a gloomy, 
acrimonious and morofe quality. 

Antient authorities are neverthelefs foloud in 
the praife of Menander, that we cannot doubt of 
his excellence, ^tnttlian after applauding him 
for his peculiar addrefs in preferviilg the man* 
ners and diftin£lbns proper to every character 
he introduces on his Icene, adds in generalterms, 
*' that he eclipfes every writer of his clafs, and 
i* by the fuperior ^)rilliancy of his genius throws 
** them all into (hade.'* — He condemns the per- 
verted judgment of his contemporaries for af- 
fecting 
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fcfting to prefer Philemon on fo many occa- 
fions ; and (I J. Cafar^ whilft he is paffing a 
compliment upon Terence, ftiles him only dimi-' 
diatum AUnandrum. Dion Chryfqftom recom- 
mends him as a model for all who ftudy to excel 
in oratory, ^* an^ }et none of our wife men re- 
" prehend mp," he ^dds, " for preferring Me- 
^ nander to the old comic poets, inafmuch as his 
" art in delineating the various manners and 
" graces is more to be cfteemed than all th^ 
** force and vehemence of the antient drama." 
There is fo much daflical elegance in the lines, 
which T. Fabtr has prefixed to his edition of 
Terence^ particularly in the introdu£tory ftanza, 
and this is withal fo appofice to the fubjet^ in 
hand, that I fhall conclude this paper by tran-? 
fcribing it« 

Sacrum Menandrt peSus 
Aura jam reliquerat^ 
Fagulaque animula 
Efxfias penetrarat oras t 
Turn dokre percitf^ 
Firgineafqun 
Suffufa lacrymis genas^ 
Hue et illuc curfitarunt 
Perque lucos, perque tnontes^ 
Perqui valliumjinus, 
^ ^ Curfitarunt 
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Curfitarunt Gratia, 

S^is nQfvafedibm ' 
^eir^laptmerepdffmt.i 



W CXXXVIII. 



apparent rari nantts ingurgite vajlo. 

(VIUGJL.) 

THE various authors,, who have contri- 
buted to the colleftion of Menaiider's re- 
mainS)ieem to have extrafted from Him^ as if by 
general agreement, little elfe but Ae moft unfa- 
vourable delineations of the humin charafter : 
So far from finding thofe facetious and fprightly 
Tallies to be expefted from a comic writer, thofe 
Voluptuous defcriptions, tvhich Pliny alludes to, 
dr any fragments- of the love fccnes Ovid tells 
us he fo abounded in, we meet a melancholy 
difplay of the miferies, the enormities, the re- 
pinings of rttafikind. ' ' 

What can be more gloomy a,nd mifanthropip 
than the i^oy{m^ ftramjpf difcontenti extraded 
liy Euftathius I-rr 

;ji.- '- it Suppofc 
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u Stippdfc fome God Should %"— « JDk when thou wilt, 

* Mortal, expe6l another life on earth } 

< And for that life make choice of all creation 

< What thou wilt he \ .4«fy ihet^ goat^ man or horfe } ' 

* For live again ^thou muft } it it thy hxt : 

' Qiufe only in what fona) Umm thou art free— <* 

** So help me, Crato* I wou*d fairly anfwer^- 

*^ Let me he all thingf , any thing but man ! 

** He only of all creatures feels affli6Uon : 

«* The generous horfe is valued for his worthy 

«* And dog by merit is pyefat'd to dog | 

*^ The waiHor cock is pampered for his courage, 

«' And awes the bafer brood— But what is man i 

«« Truth, rirttie, valonr, how do &ey avail him f 

«« Of this world^a good the iirft and gM^eftitara 

** Is flattery's prize j the infcurmer tafees Ac ne«t, 

<< And barefaced knavery garbles what is left. 

** I'd rather be an afs than what I vn^. 

" And fee theft villains lord it o'er theii' betters.'* 

AaoAi^r fragment prefents itfdf of the fame 
caft, but Gploured a little nearer to the hue pf 
comedy— 

« All creatures are more tleft in their cottdijtion, 
" And in^ their natures worthier than man. 
" Look at'yond afs '—a forry beaft, you'll fay^ 
« And foch in truth he is — ^poor, hapleft thing ! 
« Yet thefe his fufferingsfpring not from himlUli* 
*• For all that Nature gave him he enjoys \ 

** Whilft 
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«« Wlttlft we> befidcs our iificeflarj ilh» 

^« MaJ^e oyriclvet ibfraw^ of our Qwn bp^^ng^ i 

f « If ^ mao Ihcwe, we're fad— far tlwt's ill luci; | 

" If he traduce us, we run mad with rage | 

*« A dream, a yapour throws us into terrors, 

*< And let the night-owl hoot, we melt with fear: 

«' Anxietief, (pinions, laws, ambition, 

** All diofe aie torments wo maythank ouriUvat fbr."* 

The reader vfHi obferve that thefe are fpeci- 
meas of a general Mgu& againft mankind, and 
pf difcfifUeat with the common lot of human life ; 
aa fttch ihty can dafs with the humour of no 
otheif charader but that of aa abfolute mUan- 
tbrope/a |dad ofrTinffr; kr general tnveSive 
^ifim vn^ from thait, which is pomted againft 
$ui)^ particular idee or folly, and in fa A canhardljr 
be confidered as fidling within the pcoviiM^of 
comedy in anycaie. 

If M^nander hath been jufily cel^raled £pf 
his faithful pictures of the living manner^ of the 
age he wrote in, we cannot but receive a gloomy 
impreflkm from the dark and difinal tints, in 
which theffe (ketches are caft ; and though the 
age we live in'hath follies and'feilings enough 
fiill to feed the coitiic poei;*s appetite for fatlre^ 
we may confple ourfelyes i;^ tl^e coroparifon of 
our own time with his, provided the ftage is to 

be 
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be regarded as a feiti^ftil mirror in both'inftances. 
It is not however improbable but the writers of 
the new comedy might fall with more feverity 
upon general vices to revenge themfelves for the 
rcftridHons they were fubjefted to with refpeft to 
perfonalities : Add to this, that as hx as the e^Iy 
Chriftilan writers were concerned in feleiSing 
thefe paflageS) it may well be fuppofed they would 
naturally talce the moft nioral anJ iententious 
from amongfl the comedies they quoted, and Aich 
as afforded grave and ufefid.. remarks upon life, 
harmonizing with their owado3rines and in- 
ftru£tions. More e^cially it is to be fuppofed 
th^t they would eagerly catch at. any of tho& 
paflfageS) which exhibit purer and more worthy 
notions of the Being, and Providence of God^ 
than the vulgar herd of Heathiins were knovm to 
entertain t Of this caft is theibllowing contempt* 
tuous ridicule upon the Pagan ceremony of luf* 
tration. 

«< If y^ur complaints -v^ereferioai^'^/vioiikilbQ^I ,^ . 

<< You ibugbt ft fcnous cu^e, but /or weak mii^f 

« Weak med'cines may fufiico^Go, call arpun^ Y9^^. 

«* The women with their purifying water j . , . ' 

" Drug it with fait and lentik,'andtliea"tak(e 

<* A treble fpririkHng from the hoiy'Meft : ' - - ^ 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



N»i38. THE OBSERVER. xig 

<< Now fearch yonr heart ; if that reproach you not, 
** Then and then only you are truly pure." 

^ (EX PAMULO MATRIS IDEA.) 

t am forry to remark that amongft all the frag- 
ments of this poet not one has been pf eferved, 
ti^at is ftampt with even the flighteft commenda^ 
tion df the fair fex : On th6 contrary I find abun- 
dance of inveftive, chiefly againft naarriage and 
married women, often coarfe and always bitter : 
I may venture to iay, if there was a flngle woman 
in all Atbensj who merited one good word^ it is 
one more than die ftric^eft fcrutiny can difcover 
in his remains; Mark how he rails ! — « 

** lif fuch the fex, wai not the fentencc juft, 
** That riveted Prometheus to his rock ?— * 
«« —Why, for what crime ? — A fparic, a litde fparkj 
" But, Oh ye Gods ! how infinite the raiichicf— 
" That little fpark gave being to a woman, 
" And let in a new race of plagues to curfe us. 
«« Where is the man that weds ? Ihew rac the wretch : 
" Woe to his lot !— Infatiable deiires, 
*' His nuptial bed deHlM, poifonings and plots 
'< And maladies untold*->the(e are the fruits 
" Of marriage, thcfe the blcifings of a wife." 

The poet, who can thus lend his wit to libel 
the greateft bleffing of life, may well t>e ingenious 
in depreciating life itfelf — 
yoL.V. K •^The 
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<' The lot of all moft fortuBate it his, 

« Who having ftaid juft loiig«Dough on earth 

« To fcaft his fight with thit lair face of nature, 

" SUn» fea and clouds and Heaven^s bdght ftarry fires, 

j< Dr(^s without pain into an eady g^ravc, 
** For what is life, the longeft life of man, 
** But the fame fcene repeated o'er and o'er ? 
<« A few more Iing'ring days to be confum'd 

'" In thrcmgs and croiwd?, with fliarpcrs, knkVc^ aftd 

** IbieVesf 
<f From fuch the ^dieft nddanct is the beft." 

Havii^ given fomel^paffii^s from ihls poe^ 
.where he ^>^ks in tUe chmStir of a. nti&nthro- 
pift, it i&MtjttflicetQ exhibit him tbatncnidift: 
If the follpwing fragnjent fuggefts no new ideas 
upon the fubjeft of Envy^ it wilt at leaft (crve to 
convince us that mankind in all ages have thought 
alike upon that defpieablo-paffion— 

«« Thou ftem'ft to me, yduti^iftati, ^wt to perceive 

" That every thing Contains witliinitftif 

<< The feeds and ibuites of ft« bWit-ebmiptibn t 

<< The caakeriAg ruft corrodes the bHghteft (M | 

<' The moth frets out yotir* garment, and the worm 

* < Eats its' How wisiy iiftb 1^ iblid oak | 

«< But Envy, of all «¥il things the word, 

«« The feme to-day, to-inorrowand for cVep, 

«< Saps and confumet^the fmiu ia whick it httks**^ 

8 in 
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III the 'frgjgmcm: \npilt "«nftii^ an oW man h 
reproved for the vice of covetoufnefs ; there is 
a delicacy in the manner of it, that well becomes 
both the age and condition of the fpeaker, for he 
is a youth, and fon to the charafier, whom he 
addrefles,: This fragment is extradted from 4he 
comedy intitlcd Djfsolus (tljt Churl) whWh 
Plautus is faH to have tratfflated and performed 
undei^ tts origmal title ; but of this only a few 
fragments rdmain in our volume of that poet ; 
probabfy-;^ fethtt- herein addreffed is the.pepfon 
wba £ivesi nafHe to the ^c -omed y— - 



«« JWea^: is the Vanity, that boaft » of rkhe$, 

*• Forthey are fleeting ^ingsj wtre they not fuch, 

** Could they be your*8 to all fucceeding time, 

•* T Vcre wife to let none ihare in the poffiflibn s 

** But if whatever you bav^^is hold of fortune 

** And not of right inherent, why, my father, 

** Why with fuch ni|jgard jealoufy engrdfs 

« What the next hour may ravifli from your grafp, 

«« And caft. into fcyme ^orthlefs favorite's lap ? 

" Snatch then the iwift occafion while His your's j 

** Putthis unliable boon to noble ufcs ; 

*< Softer the wants of men, impart your wealth 

«« And-p^ur«hafe friends 5 'twill be mere lafting treafure, 

'* And, when misfortune comes, your bcft refource." 

There is another fragment of a m6fe comic 
. .» K 2 fort. 
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fort, which is a relique of The Mnfinl^ poiotd 
at the fame vice— 

" Ne'er truft me, Phanias, but I thought till now^ 
" That you rich fellows had the knack of fleeping 
<< A good found nap, that held you for the night; 
** And not like us poor rogUes, who tofs and turn, 
^< Sighing, Ab mi! and grumbling at our duns : 
** But now I fin^, in fpite of all your money, 
** You reft no better than your needy neigfiboarSy 
** And forrow is the common lot of all." 

Wc arc indebted to Plutarch for a vtty refpcc- 
table fragment of his favourite poet; he quotes 
it for the confolatory advice it contains, and 
addrefTes it to Apoiionius^ I give it to mj 
readers as one of the moft valuable fpccimcns of 
its author. 

«« If you, O Trophimu«, and you alone 
« Of all your mother's fons have Nature's charter 
«< For privilege of plcafuresuncofttrourd, 
« With full exemption from the ftrokes of Fortune, 
** And that feme god hath ratified the grant, 
«« You then with caufe may vent your loid reproach, 
*f For he hath broke your charter and betray*d you s 
« But if you live and breathe the common, air 
« On the fame terms as we do, then I tell you, 
«< And tell it in the tragic poet's words— 
Of jour pbihfophyyou make no ufe. 
If you give place to accideHtal evils'^ 

ft Tb« 
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^< The fum of which philofophy is this— 

«« Ybu arc a man^ and therefore Fortune's ^rt, 

" This hour exalted and the next abasM : 

ff You are a man, and, tho' by nature weak, 

^< By nature arrogant, climbing to heights 

" That mock your reach and crufh you in the fall i 

" Nor was the blefGng you have lo0 the be^ 

" Of all life's bleflings, nor is your misfortune 

" The worft of its afillftions j therefore, Trophimus, 

<* Make it not fuch by overilrain'd complaints, 

*« But to your difappointment (uit your forrow,'* 

The lines it Italics quoted from Sfjakfpere^s 
Julius Ccsfary not o^Iy correfpond with the e4:^£l 
gleaning of ti^e original^ but ^re alfo appofite as 
a quotation from a tragic poet, Menander him- 
felf having applied the words of fome one of the 
writers of tragedy, probably Euripides. 

Amongft the fmallcr fragments there are feve* 
ral good apothegms, fome brief moral maxinis 
^ell exprefled, and though not many of thofe witty 
points, which are fo frequent in Jriftopbanes^ yet 
there are fome fpecimens of the Fisc$mica^ which 
have a very ingenious turn of words in their 
own tongue s but gener^ly fuch paflages elude 
tranflation. — This quaint conf^flion from. the 
moudx of an old mifef is of that fprj.*-^** I own 
f^ ][ am rich, abominably rich ; all the world ac- 
** f fifes m^ of being a very w^rro old fellow, but 
K 3 « not 
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«< not a foul alive c^ ftsgadcr me fof^ as tp % 
^ I ^MB a happ]f. ofic'^WThc foUowing fcrap 
opc^ belonged to ffc/ Thtofflem j 

<« You £iy not sJwayt wifelj, iTiffiv tt^Ji^J 
«; KxKMT others, oft Unm U tlM belilcr maxim.** ' 

A ftrong moral truth told with epigramiiutiQ 
neatnefs ftrikes me in this polluted reouurk^ 

** Of all bad tbings, with which Mankind are off%^ 
<* Thcjr own bad tempers furcly arc the worft," 

r could not pars over a (hort but touching 
apoftrophe quoted from the comedjr of The 

Olynthian"^ 

« What pity "tis^ whm bappy Nature rears 

*' A noble pika tbat Fortune ihou)4 o'ertl^^w i^ P* 

I (ball conclude with a fragment of the decla-r 
matoi^ fort, not as offering any novelty* cither in 
tbe fentiment or expreffion, but fimply for the 
iake of contrafting it wid^ other fpecimens— 

«* If you yifon'^d know of what frail ftufFyou^re4na4ea 
. ** Go to the tombs of the illuftrlous Dead j 
i* There ^-eft the bones of Kings, tfjcre Tyrants rot| 
<« There fleep the Rich, the Noble and the Wife j 
' ^* There Pride, Ambition, Beauty's faircft form, 
^* All duft alike, compound one common mtfs ; 
1* ^«i^p^th?fe,an4inthwnft?jowrfe(f/* 

I AOW 
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I now take leave of Menander, the moft renowned 
of the writers of the latter comedy, and if my 
readers (hall remark, that thefe fragments of a 
poet fo eminent i(i h|s tig^e ofF^r pothing, which 
l)^s not been faid oyer and over again by poets 
of our ownj I hope it will ferve to ftrengthen 
their convidHpii, that frfquently there fhall be 
a ^otf^cideiioe of fentidieni^ aad exprefiion bc<« 
twe<n attars yrithout coaiii|uaication; for it 
v4I| hi^rdly be4l|ppo(e<l tfa^t j^ag^iarifms have been 
committed upon thefe fragmefits> and much \c& 
upon others X)fnior^ pbfcurity, which I have in 
former papers introduced into our language. 

In fl^rt I fbould be happy, if any tfiing I have ^ 
ilone ivQW'or^may hereafter, do, ^ail ferve to mi* 
ttgate tb^ z«^ of deities, ksr detocStiag their con* 
t^fiK^raric^ J4I1 prct^ded pH&rings and miiiie- 
measiouils^' wlftese ^ IsUwroS the law may per* 
h^^ ^ppdr *agwft Aem, hot the ^rit of it, if 
interpreted %itb caqdour^ cocidemns them nor, 
I wouldoall 9pon ibem,'aii Wtrimt did upon his 
audience, to refleft that men in ^il 9gi!$ will 
think and fpeakalike.-'^: ;..,>. 

Ifullum fjfjam diSum^ ^uodnon diSumJit frmi 
S^are aquum eft fubs cognofcere afque'tgnofcere, 
^<f *veteres faSitanmt fi.faciUntynhi, ' 

■'■■■• 't ^ ' N»' 
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N' CXXXIX. 



habent tanun et alii quoque comici^ fi cum vema 
kgantUTy qi^adamy qu4C pojfn decerpere^ et prarr 
cipuefK\\tmon't quiy ut pravisfui Umporis jur 
diciis Menandro fcspe pralatus eft^ ita confsnfu 
tamen omnium meruit ejfe fecundus. 

(C^UINTIL. LIB. X.) 

THERE is not ^mongft all the Greek 
dramatic poets a more amiable cbara&er 
than Philemon : He was a Syraculan by Suidat*s 
account, but Strabo fays he was born in Sola 
a. city of Cjlicia : He was fome years elder than 
Menander, and no unworthy rival of that poet^ 
though more frequently fucccfeful in his compe- 
titions with him than the critics in general fecm 
to think he deferyed to Ijc : Of this we can form 
little or no judgment j they, who had accefe to 
the works of boA authors, had the beft materials 
to decide upon. Jpuleius however fpeaks rather 
doubtingly in the fon^parifoni for he fays of 
Philemon that he was fortaffe tmpqr/^ to, which .. 
'"' ■' ' ^■'' ' *"' he 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



^•139- THE OBSERVER^ 137 

he fubjoins, that ^^ though his frequent triumph^ 
<f over Menander are not reputable to infift 
^^ upon, yet there are to be found in him many 
^^ witty ftrokes, plots ingenioufly difpofed, 
^ difcoveries ftrikingly brought to light, charac- 
^< ters well adapted to their parts, fentiments 
** that accord with human life ;" — Joca non infra 
ficcum^ feria non ufque cothunrnmy viz. *^ Jefts 
** that do not degrade the fock, gravity that 
*f does not intrench upon the buflcin." 

PhileQion lived to the extraordinary age of one 
hundred and one years, in which time he com- 
pofed ninety comedies i a competent coUedion 
it muft be owned, though not to be compared 
to the bulk of Menander's produ£tions, who in 
half the time wrote more in number, and with a 
rapidity, for which we have his own word, '* for 
*f yghcn I have once determined upon the plot,** 
ftys he, ^ i confider th^ work as finifhed." The 
longevity of Philemon was the refult of great 
temperance and a placid frame of mind : Frugal 
to a degree that fubjedled him to the charge of 
avarice, he never weakened his faculties and 
cooftitution by excefs, and as he fummed up all 
his wifhes in c^ne rational and mdderate petition 
to Heaven, which throws a moft favourable light 
upon his chara^er, it is with pleafure I record 

it- 
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it.— '^ I pray fee heal A ii| thd ftrft plaq^ 5 i^ the 
^^ next foriUcccfe in my undertakit^fti thirdly, 
^ fbc^a cfccarfiil heart, and IMyr ^^ l>e,oul.of 
** debt tbaU. mankind. *'—*Tbis lompcrat^ peti- 
tion iatm? to have been grilled in aU particu- 
lars ; he was, bkfl^d with a long and. kealtbAd 
life; he. was (Uece^sful in his undertakings to a 
degrQe,"wbicb poAcrity kcms^ to think aboye hi» 
merits, and he triumphed ovjer all Us conqied- 
tors more ^rhaps through the. foavi^ of his 
manners than from any a£hial fuperiority of his 
talents t That he vras of ^ gay and hajipy fykit 
there is evei^ re^fen to believe, junl bis oocotno* 
my fecured to him that inclepondiinl: competency, 
'which pHt him in pqilefHoa of the final obje^ of 
hts wlflies* As he lived in coofliantftrentty of 
mindj fo he ftiod without pain of body 1 fgr har« 
injf called together a number of his friends 
to the reading of a play, whiiah he had newly 
fiaiffafd, and fitting, as was the a;ftom in that 
ferene climate, under the open canopy of Hjea-^ 
ven, an uufbrofeen fall of rain biX)ke ^p A^ 
company jufl: when the old man had^ gpt into^ 
bis third aft in the very warmeft iatterefts of his 
fi^ble : His hearers diiappointed b^ tl^s unlucky 
check to their entertainmettt interc^ed with 
\l\m for the remqiiKJler on th^dkyt foUowing, i^ 

which 
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i^faieh he feadily aileoted ; snd a gre^.company. 
bfing then aflembled, whom the feme of the re-^, 
hearfal had brouglit together^ they &te a conil* 
derable timie 'm eager expe^btion <^ the po«t, 
t)ll wetil-i/sd out wilh waiting;,, ami unable to ac- 
ci9mit for liid mpunfliaalky, fome of h« inti<* 
i^ates w^r^ difp'^ht 'm c|ueft o£ kiniH who, 
hiring entered hi$ hcMie and n»ade theur way to 
hj9 charpheir^ found thft c4d man diaad on his 
iKnirch^ in hts uTual mediiaJtiiig pofture^. his fea^ 
ttH;^& pl^ci4 w4cpmpafed^ and witb every fymp- 
tomj that indicaii^d. a. death without pain or 

ftlHIggl^. 

Thi& is j^^iuf% lipcotrnt,^ but Or/or^ en^bd* 
lii^s the flory with a vifioin, in which he pi;e^ 
ten^ thai xuae fair damfels appfiared to Phile^ 
^ooB, and \^(^n bi$ accofting them as they were 
going out of the door> demanding why theyi 
HvoiiI^leavQ hin»^ tb^y tol^Mm if wgs becaufe it 
waa not permitted to man to- h<Jd converfd- 
Wii^ the Immortals : Vpon wtU^ing from thia 
l^ance or vifiont.PWtei»on related it to bis page^ 
and then gottilRg/ up ireturned tOr his ftudies,. and 
put the laft haad tp the comedy he was em« 
ployed Mpoft: ^^Thatdooe/* fays C^//^w, ^*he 
<^ ftretched himfdf on his couch and quietly 
expired,'* From this filly anecdote he dsaws 

an 
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an inference, which without his heJp the world 
had probaby difcovered, viz. 7%at PbiUntM 
irufy was in favour with the Mufes. 

Valerius Maximus varies from both thefe aU* 
thors in his account of tlie death of this aged 
poet ; be tells us Philemon was fuffbcated by a 
fudden fit of laughter upon feeing an afs, who 
had found his way into the houfe, devour a plate 
of figs, which his page had provided for him ; 
that he called out to the boy to drive away the 
afs, but when this order was not executed before 
the animal bad emptied the plate, he bade his 
page pour out a goblet of wine and prefcnt it to 
the plunderer to compleat his entertainment; 
tickled with the pleafantry of this conceit, and 
no lefs with the grotefque attitude and adventure 
of the animal, Philemon was feized with a fit of 
laughing and in that fit expired. 

The fragments of Philemon are in general of 
a fentimental, tender caft, and, though they en- 
force found and ftrift morality, yet no one ki- 
ftancc occurs of that gloomy mifanthropy, that 
harfti and dogmatizing fpirit, A^ich too often 
marks the maxims of his more' illuftrious rival : 
rhe following fpecimen will illuftratc what I af- 
fert— It is clear that our poet has Mfchylus in, 
his eye, 

« AH 
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** AH are not Juft, becauie they do no wrong, 
'< But he^ who will not wrong me when he may« 
*« He is the truly Juft. I praife not them, 
'^ Who in their petty dealings pilfer not 5 
** But him, whofe oonfcience fpums a fecret fraud, 
*« When he might plunder and defy furprize : 
' «• His be the praife, who looking down with fcora 
<« On the falfe judgement of the partial herd, 
" Confults his own clear heart, and boldly dares 
*« To be, not to be thought, an honed Man." 

I flattef myfelf the reader will be pleafed with 
the following animated apoftrophe, which is a 
fragment of the Ignifer--- 

" Now by the Gods, it is not in the power 
*« Of painting or of fculpture to exprefs 
«« Aught fo divine as the fair form of Truth ! 
<« The creatiures of their art may catch the eye, 
<« But her fweet nature captivates the foul." 

I (hall next produce a paflage from the P^r- 
iuSy which breathes fo foft and placid a (pirit, 
and fo perfeftly harmonizes with the amiable 
^haraSer of the poet I am reviewing, that it is 
with pleafurel prefent it to my readers— 

** Philofophefs confume much lime and pains 
*' To Teek the Sovereign Good, nor is there one, 
•* Who ^t hath ftruck upon it: Virtue fome, 
'*« And Prudence fome contend for, whilft the knot 
»< iGn>w8 harder by their ftruggles to untyc it. 
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« If a mere«Iown» in turning up 'the (bil 

" Hav^dug the fetfwt fortli — AH-gmcteut Jove I 

« TIs Peace^ wtofk lovely and- of all beldrM | 

<' Peace is the4>aufiteoiit Qodile&yiirho beffisvm 

«• Weddings and hoKdays and joyous '£tik»f 

«< Relations, friends, healtii, pknty, focial comfbctt 

«< And ^eafures» which alone make Kfe a bldCng/* 

Stobam has preferved a fragment erf" tiic Efhe-^ 
bus^ which is of a mild and plaintive chara3er ; 
though it fpcaks the language of the -deepeft for- 
roW) it fpeaks at the fame time the language of 
humanity j there is no turbulence, jio inveftive^ 
it is calculated to move our pity, not excite our 
horror — 

<' 'Tis 'not on them alone, who timpt the (ba, 
" That the ftoim breaks, it whelms e*en ns, O Ladies, 
*< Whether we pace the open colonnade, 
«< Or to the inmoft (helter of our houfe 
^« Shrink from its rage. The faibr for a day, 
<< A night perhaps, is bandied up add down, 
«« And then anon repofes, when the wind 
«* Veers to the wiflit-for point, and wafts him home : 
•< But I know no repofe j not one day only, 
" But every day to the laft hour of life 
<• Deeper and deeper I am plung'd in wo^." 

In all the remains of this engaging author 
there, feems a charaderiflic gendenefs of maa- 
ners ; where he gives advice, it is recommended 

rather 
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rather thfta impdfed } his reprdofs wk (oftcnti 

.with ftich an nir of good humour, a$ gtv^ a 

grace to inftrdSidiiyand fmilos whilft k<:orre£b: 

Can ex|>erieiKe tuto^ indifcrelion ia tnikjer ter«)6 

than thcfe ?— 

«« O Ckon, tttife to fr?fle thut with Hfe : 
«« A mind, fo barren of experience, 
** Can hoard up rioaglit but mifery, believe me. 
" The (hipwneckt mariner ratiftfmk outright, 
•* Who makes no effort to regain the fliore : 
" The needy wretch, who never learnt a tra&, 
** And will not work, muft ftarvc— J^TS^ thutfjoa crjf 
*« My r/Vi&/j— Frail fecurity—il^yinwj, 
** My houfesy mj eft ate — Alas, my friend, 
*« Fortune makes quick difpatch, and in a day 
** Canftrip you bare a£ beggary itfclf. 
" Grant that you now had piloted your bark 
*^ Into good fortune^s haven, anchor^ then 
** And moor'd her fafe as caution oou'd dcvifc^j 
*^ Yet if the headfl.rong*paiItons ieize the helm 
** And turn her out to fea, the ftormy guftg 
*^ Shall rife and blow you out of figlit of port, 
** Never to reach profperity again — 
« * What tell you me ? betvt I not friinds to^fly to ? 
^ * / have : And 'will mt thofe kind friends pr^tsS me A— 
« * Better it were you ihall not need their iervicfi,, 
** And io not make the trial : Much I fear 
*' Your finking hand wou'd only grafp a ihade." 

Many of his maxims and remarks are neatly 
expreffed arid ingenioufly conceived j they have 
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ill a tindure of {deafkntry^ which without im- 
t>airing the morality or good fenfe they cori- 
Yey, takes off the gloom and folemni^, which 
the ftme thoughts, otherwife exprefled, ttuj^ht 
have. 

** Two words of nonienfe are two words too mndx | 
<« Whole Tohnnes of good fenft will never ike. 
« What jnultitudes of lioes hath Homer wrote * 
> *< Who ever thought he wrote one line too much ?** 

Again— 

«* If what we have we ufe not, and ftill covet 
** What we have not, we arc cajol'dby fortune 
<< Of prcfent Wi6, of future by ourfclrcs." 



^ Sdll toht rich is ftill to be unhappy • 

** Still to be envied, hated and abusM ; 

•• Still to commence new law fuits, new vexations, 

«« Still to be carking, (KU to be collcfting, 

«* Only to make your funeral a feaft, 

<' And hoard up riches for a thriftlefs heir : 

« Let me be light in purie and light in heart 5 • 

«< Give me fmall means, but give content witha]> 

« Only prefervc me from the law, kind Gods» 

«« And I will thank you for my poverty," 



" Extremes of fortune are true Wifdom^s teft,' ' 
** And he*i of men moft wife, who bears thei»4>eft.^ 
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N'CXL. 

THE poet biphllus was a native of Sinope, 
a city of Pontuis, aiid {Contemporary with 
Menanden Clemens Alexandrinus applauds him 
For his comic wif and humwif 5 Eufebius fays 
the (ame aod.adds.a fucther encomium in refpe£l: 
of die ^eiiti50tk)a8 and^ monal chara£br of his 
drama. The poet Plaiitus fpeaks of him in his 
prolc^e to the Caftna^ and acknowledges the 
excellence of the original upon which he had 
iirmcd his comedy. He died at Smyrna, a city 
of looia, and was author of. one hundred come- 
dies, of which we hare a Hft of two and thirty 
titlis, and no ihconfiderable coHedlion of frag- 
ihent^; out of thefe 1 have feledted thcMowiflg 
«3omij>le— 

« Wc htte a notable good law at Corinth, 
«< Where, if an idle fellow outruns reafon, 
<• l^aftingi^djui&c^Bg at furious colly 
<< The ftunptuary pro6ior calls upon him 
<* AjaiL thus begins to fife hiia-^Vou live well, 
<< Bvthave you well to live } You fquander freely, 
<« Have you the wherewithal ? have you the fund 
♦* For thefe out-goings ? If y6u have, go on! 
« If you hate not, weMl ftop. you in good tinie 
« Before you^iO^hgoifty I fiachi^ > 
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<< Who lives we know not how, muft live by pluxuier; 
*« Either he pic|p$ Vpurle,^ fobs a houfei 
« Or b accomplice with fome knavifh gang, 
« Orthniftsl^infclf in<yowd8topUyth''}»lqrm«^ 
<« AJnd put his perjur'd evidence to fale : 
«« 'l^his iwell-orderM city will not ifutfer 5 
* '' ' Such Verttiin we expelK— i^*^o« do<iA}iJelj : 
«< Sufwbai if Ab id ine f — Why, this k Is f 
" Hire vwl t»AdIdy»U.ei«ry day at wirk^ . . . i 
' ^ Living foiioQ^ I aot bs yottrne^^hboun Ut^^ 
« Butrichly, royally^ yegods!— Why,man,. 
*< We cannot get a fifti for love or nioney, 
«« "you fwallow the whole produce of the fea : 
«< "YouVe driven our citizens to'browze on cabbligc j 
«* Aiprigof parfley ietsthem all'a-fi^^i^g, 
>< As at the IIQi^ki ^Ones : If^re, Or pUtrid^ 
. . <' Or batafimpWthrsfli coaxes to te.iiqurkn», 
^ ^ . Quick, at > word 7011 fnap him : By the gods 1 
" Hunt Athens through, you fli^l not find a feather 
<« But in your kitchen j and for wine, 'tis gpld— 
«« Not to be purchased— We may dri^k tlic'diidics.'* 



Apullodorm Gelms in th^ iamefperiod with t^e 
poets abovementioned was a writer 'Bigh m 
fome, ihd iuAor of toriy fc^btt^flte^; bf all 
^ich the tWes of eight tinljr and'fSffie *^*lFrag. 
meats how remain : It is generally 'uricJcrftood 
that the Phormo and Hecyrq of Termu are 
copied from, this .p<3et*. Very; iktle iu(s been 
^'^Vdferved from tbe wreck of thij'jaudJOlf s wri- 
5 tings 
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ihort •ffeckmem hMfirtt iaeeor^g to <:«f(tem 
are fubmitted.-^ 

<< HowfweetwareliiCrliovirjJacidandiercnei • 
'< Were others butas{|pentleac«uiic)v«»s 
. *' But if we muft copfortwit^ apes and ,inoiyu«ly . 
^< Wemuft^brwteffUl^^tl|^PH'01jfe;<rf'4pf»wr' 



-G 



^< W\m^ J9k truJHoyBatlio'.? To your inoiiey f 
.« rFcotpeiiMi^fo^^i lylio#aM«.itiMrt,., 
«r WillYometipjee |;w:e H j .but 'tis done tm malip^ 
** Merely that;ftie may ^eit back again." 

,Aid«HBii9 has Mfcfi^^^ littte ftrofe^ «f naii^ 

" Goto! n^akefaft your ^tes with bars and bolt^j 
'** 'But never crambcr door Was ffiut £q cldfe, * * 
' <« But cats and cuckcfld-thakers wouM c^eep thro' it** 

The foUo}ving has fQnae^oint in It, ^bHJt.^^o^ins 
ill mtp'tr^fl^oiiy Qryii>orej39rQpsr)]^;(^ad(iAg»4s 

^ ' VWtb anddfd ^imVtfthfeir TeQ>e^iVe1ilithours' 5 - 
' - «^i(ltfcafei»byfitt1l4e<»i^!%tofati^ ' . ' ' '' 

t* \Yeje/p^'n9tQnceas'*}d'»sJ,f<n,x|ow?" ' • 

L 2 There 
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t>bere is fi«fietk%' pliifiiig^ In ^e^ifJdMi^ 
imtura! ddcriptioii; of a (irijeadljr Vi!^3cO0iD»oy*T<5^ 

«< TThcre is a certain hofaitablcair . , - ,, 

« In a friend s houfe, that teUs me I am yvelcome : 

" The porter optts tome Wilh'afmilel^^^'^ '^^'^* 

«• The yard do^ wags his twl, the fervantni^^''^^ '' 

^ ^< •Beats up the aiflitoni%«<ris tbe'«ouel^'itti^5^ 

*% '^-6ii4owih good Stt^r-e^lean^j Fin fi^WjrAx/. r 

MiUf^h the ibtt rf P^Ub^ ^i^^^^aii^^ 
itf.thif i&iftrious band of €Oiitempowrjp;aii4»!»J 
mithors : His extTftne (bnfibiHty ii$(»,^thfr ^^ 
iQifhisdieath, for the Tudden uan^rt,: oc^^^ff) 
hjrtbe wj5*pp^«d flic^ft pf j>»^ of^is^i^iMPiiiSb 
pvt a period to ^ Jiie4,^b$.pciktJi6w««e%t]06!js 
jKt;>tbis time very aged. Donatuf it^fq^pi^^ 
^at Fbilippidas was in the ^^^J^yfi^ijhM^ 
JL^jfimachta^ to whom be. x^^mv^^x^^'i^i^^y^ 
:nQt by the Common modes of Adt^Tftl^ ^ 
^ fl!miftbl& and i4ftupus qualrtresi Ai?}jji|^p 
Jte^i^td: ^lALyfiiuichus; be- ever ^tt^y^ P 
tb« moft honourable purpofes^ a)id tberebj^j^- 
^^d him tP confer many gr«at; apd>^fc64rl&- 
nioiirt ¥p9X]tf^e people of Ath^iiB iiriS^MligMfi^l 
his princdy patto^ cfkocm tim v€^e^i7|gl|^flMK» 
dthUt wJwwei- he; fct oirt upon s^y pa^igoO, 
.itod chanced iipon Phifippidas is his way, he ac' 
* I counted 
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fortungcmg: V^^l^ thtre,'' &i^ Lyfimachus to 
him upon a ccrtoin occafion, *< which Philippi- 
«* das would wifli rftbukt impart to him ?*'— 
<^ Any thin'^f* replied the poet, ^ but your 
« fccr^J.*v ^^ 

■^ff^fidi^pm^ with whom I iliall conclude was 
a Matl^dtilan, bom at Caflandria and the fon of 
Cynifcui. Abundant teftimonies are to be found 
in the old grammarians of d>e celebrity of this 
j^<i^4e# itagments of his comedies haire (fei^ 
'^^^MtaM, and the titles only of twehrtf. ^ ffe 
^tt^Wve^ned die laft of the coifciic poets, «g 
^j^^^^^iftp^ibt tilt three yiear» aftejr die death lof 
<fti^^ieftder that he began to write for the Athe^ 
MiQbf tlage, and pofteck^ to him I kn<3rw ^ jiD 
'dKitfMlV' who has bequeathed even his namelo 
]^dftei$(y: Here di^ concludes the hiftoiy of 
^i^^redt ftage ; below this period it ir lA valo 
^ D^irch for genius worth recording \ Gieeiaa 
%erittu«i'artd Orccian liberty expired tog^bar^ 
si JRttteefion of (bphifts, psedagogiies «id gram^ 
mMtA filed the poils of thofe illuftriout i^itl, 
«9i«fi^rit^ foftered by freedom, ibared td ilKA 
^j^ as left the Roman poets litde dlii iJU^^ 
:tt£afifoiiiidary fame <^ imitation. ^ ' 

^^^of^bMe now ftdfilied what I may be^dwed «d 
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<mlV mj lit€rar)r oi^gemefitl ;c^m ihe cotote of 
which I h^ira f Hp^pded m (^l f^s^ aa4*»ttHi« 
tiw in 4r-a^bg- frpm oWeturitj leli^Iifh humd 
ia iH© Tubbife of jthq d^fkjer. age% v^a .<he 
i^M© W«rW (jM^d to corii^k « agsfcinft G^nkis > 
when learning had degenerated int6 . fophifin-,' 
aa4; r«Kgion waK Ilia<Je^a thoin^ ^ qwuj)teyfical 
ftrt>*pl<js fipuving^ ^kihoidd fteai, no ptb^r pur- 
poTe but to pu^T'h mi confotin^ to inflao^ Ae 
pa$o^ and to peri^eK the head. Thfcti it wa3>f 
tbfi fa(hfif^ of thr ^urdi> In wbofe hMidl^.tliefe> 
aAthora ,^1kj?9, hdB' it a point :of..coo&ieoce t$^ 
(l(^bro]^4ieidbb of thieffisge^ as.they tetd abeadf 
doftrbjred Ibe iddb of the templev'^sdr to burji 
h^itken'rwit ia the fmrm gtaye with heithea fopct- 
iHttotortfaeil: poclis.anilhtir gosb.werei tO; he. 
eaoteflnunated atikc. To the moile enUghKcued 
ilkfte^ or ra&ar peiih2{» to the lorky parfiaiitj^ 
c£iIJhffjfyftotit9kxb^ we mre the ftefervation of 
Amftspkdn^^, . Conitnndlf engaged in.argxtmen- 
t^tmr- Bnd CQiEitrov)a!fiar wi^t&B|;$ there were. 
fomey who.ocaaftomil^"Cpndefipended to qufitei a: 
P«fiige^' as 2t (cnfi^d thoiF purpofey from, tfaefe 
piloi&ribed cotnedio^ either ta help qm^ A^ 
witSQT BliiArkts their raeanit^ i and thc&.fcn^. 
and fplinters bewg imtft togefti^r by^ &iiie 
fcwpoticiit coUefboi-s, ^d hadchirril^efnough 
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tp^WP* won ^e wrecjc, ppft^rity.h^dj }^e^ put; 
in^o j?<x5eJ^n of th^fe gleanujigs of ^ CQ^iic; 
iiage 0^ A^fns in a^ition to tbe n^e entire^ 
aiyl in^fn^k r^^ftaiq? qf 4r^iphanes^ It h^ 
bffSn^^y t^flc (ap4 | b^li^ve jt is th^ firf^.of th^ 
fi^t ^itt^^iiptci int P^r Ijangittgg^) (o ay^il wl^lC 
of tisfe friendly gui(^s for m^ing.fopifthing 
^^-9^ ^y^SSilar de^il of the maifs^ cl^^r^^Qri^ 
ilrf ft©|dH(iipns.9f thfife, ^ft, hift Qiv:e ^11^(^^40U«, 
p^t^^ .^n^ Xq give to tlie pttbHc feph ^ I con:- 
ceiv.ed-to be tbe, bcjft of jjidr fr^glPW^ in ^s^ ^ 

ui3df«akiRg bmg be^yifir li?an all tbe Xf^ to 
l»]{fal& I was mupli afraid it wpu}d^l|^y^ Wpved 
& ta m}(j:^ders alfo > b^t ^^ir- ^^n^id recep* 
litfm of tbQ& papers in pai;tiQul$u', ar^tbeeiK^^r 
rapfig voice of my pirofeft reviftw^r%:. tetye,bar 
oS^i^atanxwty froai my iijind,, a|Ki enab|e^ 
saaLfto pKoceed with cbearfi^ln^j^ to ^he ^4.. 

ariicrcfijlone p^rt hpwj^yer of tl^efe PWR^S, ift 
wUcbilcDiurci^ I bave bi^n mi£iu^|;fl<K^ a^ 
Jumng carried Dly attack ag^ft tj^e inpr.^1 docr 
jpines of Socrates, and, of this I agi ii^p^fted ^ 
^sflccolp^ xnyfelf ; My fiibje^ l^d ipe to i;€f^r jtp ' 
^otrtain aoecdotjes yc^f^ypiArable to hi? f^i^^ 
^har^fisTi. but I Audioufly marJced thc(ib]^U&{C^ . 
kg? ohferviog ibat Jthexi^ W4$ Qo <IMt||i.^:^w^ 
L 4 at 
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at his moral dpdrinet^r'Biid et iiit fidnt^Hiqatd 
<(uotdl the authorities upon which' dHrfrjmabcui 
dotes reft; 'when fny fchokir will convbiK^iiif^ 
thefe were futile and niaHcioii» talesv^ I'wiU'iv^ 
tra£l' all credit in them and dnnkhkn fiarithei 
eonvidion: As for the purity of Socnitas^^j^bdd 
trine I never attempted to impeach it^^ of 4liei 
purity of hi$ charaSer I muft condnue eo ftitM^ 
dfeit is m«ieh' cauiie to doubt. The IcMiISi 
B^^0p Sherlnk m his Jour^ diftourft^imagrdb^ 
Merredto upon this fubjec^ : He diere<fi}nL«/i^^ 
i#» iorrupt tMOmpk pf Socrates war a deAd^wd^ 
upon the purity if hts €kfhrmcj anita^d^ ta^rtM 
pfuttti fiip^^ki$n in the u^orZsU. Though I «B|I 
swarc that tbe eorruft extmpk here aUttdad^t«i 
refpeds his religious pra«5tice, yet fitrely iS-^A^ 
preadxer of Chriftianfty w^ intereiisd to Ifew 
the eorrttpt txemfU of Socrates in tUs rtg^i.tbs 
friemiof Ghriftfinity ipay be allowed oi|re|>e^ 
ftnt it ift anodier point of view^ and by^ ter ^u^ 
th«dties to-exhtbit M^bat the heathens didrnfehsd 
Have reported of this famous philofopher, wjioft 
Iti6r^ purity 19 by fome taken merely upDndsuS) 
1:iy others defignedly extolled to the ikiet^fiitlho 
|kke orif oppoftng charafler to cfaaradter^ and by 
aii audacious comparifon with Chrift disparaging 
tixe Dimity o^ the World's RedeeiQer* I ihoqld 
■^^ * ' expeft 
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pVpeAsdnn, that as &r^s truth and good audio*, 
^^tios^ahui^t^ I am ib free to difcois the prnrate^ 
ykss-^onlvhDpUrittes.xrf' Socrtaesy as thofe o£ A£r« 
j&tf^vi^ivhicl^'t^'l^^^nied prelate aboveme&tionedr» 
i|pdftc&)qQcnd]rdi4>l^p m his parallel betw^een 
Cbdft and that linpoftor: The Deift wiH petr-. 
faaj^ b? oriuch kiioreftcd to fopport hi^ AvSurit^ 
pMdkphery aind will care little fondie pfetophcftth 
'ZHic!siiodeitiP)at«mtft, vAkais in^rmmstowoSb 
sDileir^Mn qf itatonl'itlfgitiiront^of tte nftiA 
Of^ftett^nvitdatry, maybe zealots :to(^defiikil 
tfieiteiiyer' pf his futh, afid bta anger I>4b«A 
fiibi^it ioincur ;> but it ^h not quite foveaTy- Do 
Vofflltei reproof of iiiendsy f]$om:wbom I^ha^i^ 
Mtbdbfi^ve^ h, and in-whofe |ervior I^hMPt 
4Mni thatax^;er iiponmyfelf.* ^ ^ 

wgHU j(^r«.iil]^ defence of Ar^opbanes ^giintfbihQ 
gftomlAift cbaiige c^ i^vii^ ^en 4>Fibt» from 
tim<^oai\it9^^€£ Sm:atfs to attack Uai -£drthA 
poQMife of ps^ng the way ta harfttihUcjtrii^ 
iM^fobfenre hath been cm aR hands «daiitM I 
fbrln trutfa the £ids and dates ob* which it tumH 
^naoe be (^ntefte^t } diey are 'decifive ^ ft» Im 
|p|(talpatioiu . .-!' yH 

«ini^:En - -^ir ' -... - - ^ ^ .« 

bluoai I .1.1 • > * . . r ' T • '♦ 
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N« CXtl. 

Nknc quam rem vitio deni quafo animttm dMeritte, 

(T^RENT.J 

EASY M it-faaft IweD Ifi^ ^\m Jb^^amt. 
from tliQcbai^ of (^nffirfaig fig^ft ^ 
Hfe af 8909^^ he vouM >fi. » ter4fi ^QQftt^ 

lifMtt that, fkfldbphfr ia l\i)» eiMlMe^f i«f f1i« 
Oka^i . The mtdirjr lv«i beoiii Iqspt. Hp^ &r fe 
anny egos, thajb aonur ip .combat; it wi:>tt}d be « 
mfk mdeed.^.tlMfeai;elfft maoiy, Mfiho jouet in-^ 
widiout having eaeamined io^ t|;» ittettts ii^f Ihfi 
cafe, and an appeal to t;hfi pra^iQe of the it^g^ ia 
Ibofe iMmes im Uk^wife ta Ae c^me^ ^elf 
wwld iftift foftnv «ioftgft:lhrn»nyj¥*Q pre- 
tend tp pranoonoe ttpoi> the ^ffiaii^ ibat ^ 
injiB, wh)> iiBdertook.to Mten gc^er^lppguft 
^ifi^^ m**ft widcrtafce taa *ra«flftte 31^ vG|«M&; 
liofl (^ ^^$^ie. the ongiftii ^^ e£ ittcb^.9 (i^Qii 
p^itiftn i^ta ii ftiQ^eriiUngi^g^ swdd be a^i e»fy 
work. 

An attempt however to give my Englifh rea- 
ders fome idea of the opening fcenes of this fa- 
mous comedy fo far as goes to the introduQion 

of 
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of the frfiiMbj^kev upon ^ ftage^ ainctthe'ob- 
noxious incidont of the bi^ety vnlMhopc be 
neither thought prefumptuous or difpleiifing ; It 
will at, leaft difelofe fomething of the chara/l^ 
and defign of die piece, and may in future telnpt 
an abler hatfd to execute the whole, and give it 
to the public. 

<* At the opening of this comedy Str^ffiadiSj 
^^ {the &lher of die Prodigal) is- difcovered fit« 
^ ting at hts defk with a number of bills and 
*,* papers beforq.him^ in deep meditation, whilft 
" Phidippides his fon iS fleeping on his bed in 
*' the fame chamber— The time before break of 
** iTLj^StrepJiadeSy ftarting from his feat, breaks 
" forth into the following exclamation"^ 

SXRBPSIADEa. 

•< Ah me. Ah rae ! what an eternal night ! 
** O Kingly Jove, ihall the day never dawn ? 
** And yet the cock fung out long[ long ago ; 
" I heard him, I — ^ut my flaves lie and fnore, 
*^ StkQvt in defiance \ for the.rafcals l^now 
** It is their privilege in time of war, 
** Which with its other plagues bring this upon us, 
*« That we mayn't roufe'thefe vermin with a cudgel. 

** There's my young Hopeful too — He lleeps It 
" through, 
« Snug under fiire fat blankets at the Icaft t 
** Wou'd I cpu'd fleep as found ! But my poor eyes 
** %re no deep in them i what with debts and duns 

<* And 
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.^ Heap» on my backllk siwakej^ night. 
^ And what cares he but to coil up his locks^ 
*• Ride, drive his horfes, dream of 'em all night| 
«* Whilft^ r, poor devil, may go liang ^— ^of wit^ 
«* The fettliiDg day of term comes cwi apaoei ^ 

•* And my ufurious creditocs are gaping-r J^l 

— ♦'^ What boa I a light there, boy I bring me my 
** tablets, * : (B(y enters.) 

f»* Th^ I may (ct down all and fum tTicm \ip, 
•^ Dbbtfty crcdi^ori and mtcrcftupohiiitereftj-* •" 

(Boy gi*ue: bim the t^fblets.} 

•^ Let me fee where I am, and what the total— 
•* Tixt down twelve pounds, twelve ftandard pounds tt 

Fetfioj'^ * , Y ,, 

•^ Oiit on it, and for what ? Aborie, a horfc.^ f ,^ »» 
*• Rig^t noble l^ the mark— Curfe onfucb *naij^4 ' 
** WouM.I had giv'n this eye from out this head 1 
« E'ei* I had paid the purchafe of this jenneU 

(Phiddippides, talBng in bis Jleep.) '' 
•* Pbidon ! for flrame, keep, keep the ring J-— 

Strefsiades. 

"Thene'tis! 
*' That's it— my bane. He's on his horfe's back^ 
** He's racing in his fleep. 

Phidipi^ides. (as before.) 

« A heat, a heat— 
•♦ 1^ m^ turns to a heat K .^7 - 
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* pHiDiPPXDES. (as before.) 
** DifiDpiiat^f^lihan^e/) and away i . » 

%y .Uv^u... .. \ <, Ithank>'dif, 

<* You have unharncfsM me 5 I am difmountcd, 
•* And with a vcrtgeancc ; all my goods in pawn, 
<« Piilc*,*forftittire& and penalties in pleAty. * * • 

'PHIDIPPIPIS. 

^* My Father ! —Why fo relllefs 5 who has yax yoo I 

STRBP8XADES. 

** The ShcrHF rexet mcj he breaks my reft. 

' " Piimff^PiDES. 

** Peao^' peace! and letW ileep awhile* 

SrkEPSIADES. 

« Sleep on; 
•« But take this with you, all thefe debtt 6f rairte 
** WiU dpttbk on your head. A plague cbufoihiS: 
*' My evil Genius, when the <rQtthettook me 
'^^a^lltf^brfaotlrl'thttpreeiottsdimofxfaint. . 
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«* I liv'd at eafc T th' country, coarfely cladf, 
<* Rough, free and full withal as «il and honey 
«< And doreof ftock couM make me, tillltook^ 
•* Clown as 1 was, this limb of quality, 
" Thisvain, extravagant, high-blooded dame. 
<« Rare "bedfellows and dainty,, were we not ? 
«« 1 fmelling of the wine-vat, figs and fleeces, 
•' The produce of my Faim-— All cllence Ihe, 
<< Saffron and harlot^ kifles, feaft andfrolick, 
•< A pamper'il wailton— ^Idle Til not call her, 
«< For ihe takes paiiJ^nough to l^^end my moneys 
«* Which made me tell her, pointing to this cloak 
<< Now threadbare cD tiJ^-flffiibtdttW-See, good^wife> 
« This it yourwocki \» troth you labour hard. 

C^OY re-enters.) 
<< Mafterl the land^ has drank qp all its oil* 

Strepsiades. 
«« Aye, 'tis a drunten lamp— ^The more fault your's > 
« Whelf), you thalthowl fbr this I 

BOT* 

« Whr4 &r.^lWtftoltr' »^ 

<< For cramnxHig' Coch « |;c!Q9df 'v^Uk tnAk oil. 

(exit %. J 
*< Wdl! in good ihne ttoi.4io^ful heir was born } 
** Then XfUdd^zry boloved fell to wrangling 
<< Abotft'th«Minsngj0f th^lN»(t^MMy«rtf^^' 
<< Wfiurdduli^ ^ colt Xamifiptmif oi^Mtmf^utt < 
<< OritfltightbeC2ft/^^^^ri^»niarO»^^^ 
«« So :twdr i^ hBife^»riadi<nmgii thteiM to HgBwtt 

c< Stack 
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<< Stuck for liis grandfather Phidomdes, 

" .At laft, when nei!fi<fi-^*bM jirivail, the mattjcr 

«« Wte^eftfttpfoilWVrf^'citllfa^lhmiTi'^^^ 

<< When-teb^&^jfbm0etfael^^«tt1fttbis^ 

•* And taking him by th' hand — Lambkin, ihe cried, 

•* When thou art fofec'fears^)!<fcr thou (halt drive 

** TW^mtAk f64h)( 0ity;'r6Vd In'Mft 

«< Like*tby<gMftt4adeli<srHl^^iBif<^^0r^ 

*« Notfo,^ue>th1,'fe%«14iou'flialt-dH¥e^thyig«rti, 

<« When thou art able, from tlie fields of PbtUe^ 

** Clad in a woolly jacket like th"y father j 

" But he is deaf to all thefi; fragal Ailcs, 

** And drives me on the gallop tq my ruin : 

«* Therefore all night I call my'thou^ts to council^ 

« And aftef tetfgmate find ortfe chance ieft^ 

** To which if I can lead him, 'all litafe ;^ 

<* If not— But foft ! 'Tis time t^at I fhou'd wake him j 

*' But how to foothe him is the tafk— Phidippides 1 

** Precious^ ttfiil?pi)ldfesr^ 

Phidippides. 

" What now,^y father f 

Stilepsiade^.,, 
** Kifs me, my boy T ReacH me diine hand ! 

pAiDIPPIDES. 

'\' S' '. * '** Ah'm*!. '" 

« What wou'd you ? ... 

'. .. :-«<-TOl»i«i^35n»iVdtft thou love me? 



Phidippidis, 



I 
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PBIDIFPIDEf. ^ 

'* Ayeybecetttcntf by Neptuae's ftlf I fwotf it t 
« N^tune^ ^ pttrra of the equeftmui met* 

Stuefsiadbs. 
<* Ah ! name not hitn ; name notthit eh»nottMr^ 
" That God» vAio 14 my b^ne ; but, ob« my ion } 
'* I£ thou indeed doft love» hear and obey me* 

. PHIDIPPIDIS4 
'< In what muft t obey I 

Strepsiades. 
<« Reform your habits 5 
" And what I diftate, dol 

PhidxpPides. 
" What do you di^atf^ f : 

Strkpsxades. 
«* But will you do**t ? 

Phidippiobs. 
*< I willy fo help me^ Bacchus ! 

Strepsiades, 
<« 'Tk well s get ^P • come hithh*, boy I Look out— 
«« Yon little wicket and the hut hard by— 
« Doft thou not fee them ? ' 

Phidippides. 
«< y«$, I da( WtatthmF 

STKSFtrADSK 
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Strbpsiades. 

•' Whff ^t*8 the council-chamber of all wifdona j • 
<< There thei great ibphiih meet and teach the ineorldU 
•* That heav'n*s high firmament is one vaft oven» 
" And men it's b«mlng eAibert : Thefe arc they, 
«* Who can teach pleaders how to twift a caufe^ 
•* So you'll but pay them for it, right or wrong, 

PklDIPPIDES. 

** But how do you call 'em ? 

StrepsiadCs. 
" Troth, I know not that « 
''But they are men, who take ia world of painSf , 
•« Wond'rous good men and able, 

Fhidippides. 

«< Out upon 'cm! 
«* Poor rogues ! I know 'em now j you mean thofe icabsf 
'< ThoTe fqualid, barefoot, beggarly enthufiafts, ' 
** The mighty Cacodaemons (^ whofe Ce^ 
** Are Socrates and Cbaripbon^^Awzj 1 

Strepsiai5e$. 

<« Huih, hu/h, be (till ! don't vent fuch fooliih prattle^ 
<* But, if youMl take my counfel, join their college 
«* And quit your riding-fchool. 

Fhidippides. 

^< Not I, by Bacchus I 
** No ; not for all Leog«ras'*% ftud. 

- Vat. V. M. Strbpiiadis, 
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Strepsiades. 
** Comt, my dear boy, my darling lad, confent { 
« I piythlcc do, sdid learn ! 

Phidippides. 

« What fliall I learn ? 

SxREPSlAoks. ■ 

" They have a choice of logic j this for juftice, 

<« That for injuftice — karn this ufeful art, 

« And all thefe creditors, that now bcfet me, ; 

«< Shall never touch a drachm that I owe them. 

Phidippides. 

<« ril leam of no fuch mailers, nor be made 
« An obje6l of contempt to all my colleagues. 

Strepsiades. 

«* Out of my doors then I You and your fine cattle 
" Shall feed no more at my coft j fo begone ! 
** T6 the crows 1 fccqueath you^ 

PutDIPPIDBi. 

tt bb yaur^orttt 
** ril to my uncle, to my noble uncle ; 
<« He'llfcorn to fee his nephew walk on foot: 
«« To iiihi I go ; I'll trouble you fto hiore. (ekU^) 

(Strepsiadi^s aloue.) 
«* He has thrown me to the ground, but I'll not lie 

" there: 
«< I'll up, and With pehniffibn of tfie Gods 
« Try if I cannot learh theft Urts ihyfelf $ 
<« But being old, fluggifti and dull of wit, 

. « How 
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«« How am I Aire theft AibtfltieB won't pofe tne-? 
" Well, I'll atti^tapt it : What xhoAs t»roplainfc ? 
« Why don't I knock and 6nter ?^*tida ! wkhm there-! 
(Knocks nMet^y ht Socratet's dsor^ n diftifh 
calls out from ivttbin.) 

Disciple* 
«* Go hang yourfelf, and give the crows a dinner ! 
** What noS^Mow Art *ou at the door ? 

StrepsiAdes. 
<« Strepfiades of Cicytf/ra, fon of Pbidon. 

Disciple. 
•« YoU're mad mcthinks to kick up. fuch a riot $ 
•* Battering the door, you've batter'd out my brains 
<* Juft in the very crifis of projeftion. 

CComesfrom the boufe,) 

Strepsiades. 
** Excufe my ignorance; I'm tc&intry-bred : x 
<< But tell me what rare thought your brains were 
** hatching. , 

Disciple. .' 
«« That were not lawful to reveal to ftrangcrs. 

Strefsiad^s. 
<< Speak boldly -then as to «, fellow ftudent j 
•« For therefore am I come, 

DisciPii«k 
" Then I will fpeak % 
*« But fet it down amongft our myfterics— 

Ma ** It 
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«« It b a q^eftioh pat to Cbrntepbrn 
<* By dur great maftcr Socrates to anfwer— fc^ 
^< How many of Im own lengths at one fprittg 
<< A flea can hop— fer we did fee one vault 
« From Cbseripbon^% black eyebrow to the head 
« Of thephilofopher. 

Strepsiabes. 

<< Andhow4idt*otber 
*< Contrire to meafuit this ? 

DiSpIPLE. 

** Moft accurately : 
•' He dipt the infeft's feet in melted wax, 
<< Which, hardening into fandals as it coolMi 
«< Gave him the fpace by rule infelliblek 

Stuepsiades. 
** O Jupiter, what fubtilty of thought ! 

Disciple. 
<< But there*s a greater queftion yet behiiid— 
*« What wouM you fay to that ? 

Strepsiades. 

" Te^it,Ip^ayyo^i.- 
BJSCIPLE• 
«* *Twas pfut to Soclrates, if hie could fay, 
«< When a gnat hummM, v^hcther the found did iflue 
'* FxxMn mouth or taiW- 

Strepsiades. 

** Aye, marry, what faid he ? 

PiSCIPLt, 
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DiSClPtB. 

*< He faid your gnat doth bloNv his trumpet backwards 

** From a fonorous cavity within him ; 

** Which, being fillM with breath and forcMidong 

** The narrow pipe, or rc6him of hi» body» 

<< Doth vent itfelf in a loud hum behind. 

'Strbpsiades, 
•• Hah ' then I fe* the podex of your gnat 
<• It trumpet fa(hionM— Oh I the bleffings on hin| 
" For thia difcovery ! well may he eTcape 
** The law*8 ftri^l fcrutiny, who thus developet 
<< Th* anatomy of a gnat. > 

DltCIPLE. 

** Nor is this all { 
<< Another great experiment was marr*d 
«' By a curft cat— 

Sti^bpsiapes* 

<< As how, good fir? difcttTf* 

Disciple.' 
<* One flight as he was gazing at the moon» 
** Curious and all intent upon it^s motions, 
" A cat on the houfe-ridge was at her needs, 
** And ifiuirted in his face. 

STREPSIADES4 

« Beihrew her for it I 
<< Yet I muft laugh no leTs* 

M 3 DitciPLi* 
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ptSCIPLE. 

" Sir* you (hajl fcnovie 
«* Wc had no Aippcr ycftcrnight— 

Strepsiades. 

« How fo ? 
•* What was your mafter doing ? 

Disciple, 

" Sifting aihis 
<< Upon the hou^ then with a little broach, 
« Crook'd for theoonce, pretending to defcribc 
«< A circle, neatly filchM aw*y a ^lo^Jc, 

STRftPSIADfiS. 

« Why talk wc then of "Shales ? Open to me, 
« Open the fchool and let me fee your mafter t 
« I am on fire to enter— Come, unbar 1 

(TTff fchool is operCd.) 

« O Hercules, defend me ! Who are thefe ? 
♦< What kind of cattle have we here in view ? 

Disciple. 
«« Where is the wonder ? What do they refemble ? 

8TILBPSIADE8» 

«« Methinks they're like our Spartan prifoners, 

«' CapturM at Pylos. What are they in fearch of? 

<* Why arc their eyes fo rooted in the ground ? 

DlSCIPLjE. 

«« Their ftudics lie that way. 

Strepsiades# 
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« Qfil 'tjs fpr qnloos 
« They are in queft— Come, l^ds, give o'er your fcarchj 
«« I'll ihew you what you yv^nt, a noble plar, 
«« All round and found — But foft ! what mean thofc 

«< gentry, 
'< Who dip their heads fo low ? 

Disciple. 

« Marry, bccaufe 
<« Their ftudics lif fo deep \ they are now diving 
«« To the daik realms of Tartarus and Night. 

SfRJfP^IADES. 

' " And why are all their cruppers mounted up ? 

Disciple. 
• <« To praftife them in ftar-gaaing, and teach them 
« Their proper elevations — ^But no more : 
« Come, fellow fludents, let us hence or e'er 
<« The mailer comes — 

Strepsiades. 
«« Nay, prythec let them 4lay, 
.%^ And be of council with me in my bufmcfs. 

DiSClFlB. 

« Impoflible 5 they cannot give the time. 



yi ^ 6tliIP^WU)I«. 
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Strepsiades. 
« Mow, for the love of Heaven^ what have we hece ? 
•« Explain their ufes to me. 

(Obfer*ving tbe apparatus*) 

Disciple. 

« Thii machine 
** Is for Aftronomy— 

Strepsiades. 
« .And this—? 

Disciple. 

<« For Geometry, 

Strepsiades. 
« As how ? 

Disciple. 
<< For nieafuring the Earth. 

Strepsiades. 

" Indeed ! 
<« What, by the lot ? 

Disciple. 
*« No, faith, fir, by the lump | 
5< Ev*ii the whole world at once 

Strepsiades. 

« Wellfaid, in troth! 
. << A^U»nt device^ and made f<^ general ufe. 

DiscirLi» 
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Disciple. 
*• Look now ! this line marks the circumference 
*< Of the whole globe, d'ye fee — This fpot is Athens* 

Strepsiades. 
*« Athens I Go to ; I fee no courts of law j 
** Therefore I'll not believe you. 

Disciple. 

*< Nay^ in truths 
«< TWs very fpot is Attica. 

Strepsiades. 

« Andwhercj 
*« Where is my own Cicynna ? 

Disciple. 

" HereithM; 
" And this Euboea 5 mark how far it runs !— 

Strepsiades. 
« How far it runs ! Yes, Pericles has made it 
« Run far enough from us 1 Where's Lacedseinon ? 

Disciple* , 

'* Here, clofe to Athens. 

Strepsiades* 

<« Ah I how much too clofe ! 
«< Prythee, good friends, take that bad neighbour from 
« us. 

PiSClPLB* 
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DiSCIPLB. 

«« Thafi not for us to do. 

Strepsiades; 

*« Then woe betide yoii ( 
** But look ! who's this Aifpended in a ba(ket ? 

(Socratis is di/covered.) 

Disciple. 
<« This, this is he. ^ 

Strepsiades. 
« What he ? 

Disciple. 

w Why Socratcf . 

Strepsiades. 

<< Hah 1 Socrates ?— Make up to him and roar : 
** Bid him come down : Roar luftiiy ! 

Disciple. 

" Not 1} 
*< Do it yourfelf : I've other things to mind, (exit,) 

Strepsiades. 
<< Hoa! Socrates^What boa I my little Socrates ! 

SOCJiATJ^S. 

«* Mortal, how now ! Thou infc6l of a day, 
« Wh^wouW*ftttou? 

Strepsiades* 
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STIIEPSIADE5. 
** I would know what thou art dolnfi;, 

Socrates. 
«* Treading the air ; contemplating the fun* 

Strepsiades. 

*' Ah I then I fee you're baflceted fb high, 

" Tha* you look down upon the Gods j on Earth 

** Good hope you'l) lower a peg. 

Socrates* 

«* Sublim© In air, 
^« Subliipe in thought I carry ray mind with mti 
<" It''s cogitations all ailimilated 
*« To. the pure atmofphere in which I float : 
** Lower me to Earth, and my mjpd's fubtk powers 
** Seiz'd by contagious dulnefs, lofj? their fpirit : 
*« For the dry'Earth drinks up the generous fap, 
** The vegetating vigor of philofophy, 
f* And leaves it a meie hpfk. 

Strepsiad^s^ 

•^ What do you fay ? 
•* Philofophy has fapt your vigor ? — Fie upon it I 
** But come, my precious fellow, come down quickly, 
** And teach me thofe fine things I'm here in queft of. 

SOCIiATES, 

•* And what fine things are they ? 

(Socrates defcends on theflage,) 
Strepsiadss* 
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Strepsiades. 

«« A new receipt 
•« For fending off my creditors, and foiling them 
*< By the art logical ; for you fliall know 
«« By dcbts^ pawns, pledges, ufuriesy executiona 
^ I am racktand rent in tatters, . 

Socrates. 

<f Why permit it f 
** What ftrange infisituation fetz*d your fenfisa^ . 

Stripsiades. 

^* The horfe-confumption, a voracious plague t 
*< But fo youMl enter me amongfl: ^our fcholars». 
** And tutor me like theni to bilk my creditorSf 
« Name your own price, and by th^ Oods I fwear 
<< 1*11 pay you the la(i drachm, 

Socrates. 

" By what Gods } 
« Anfwer that firft $ for your Gods are not mine. 

Strepsiades. 

<« How fwear you then ? as the Byzanti^ns fwear» 
•* By your bafc iron coin f 

Socrates. 

« Will you have patience, 
«* Whilft r expound to you the myfteries 
M Of thefe ccleftial matters ? 

STREPSIADit* 
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StREPSIADES. 

** Yea, by Jove, 
<« And ib I will-^lnit let them be cdddal, 

66CRATB8« .1 

«« WEat, if I bring you to a confierenee 

<< With my own proper GoddeiTes^ tie Cktidsf 

St&epsiades* 
«( By all meant, and moft welcome. 

Socrates. « 

«< Come, fit down | 
*' Sit down VBprni thii dinner-couch* 

^TRBPSIADES. 

••Tisdone. 

Socrates. 
«* Now take this chaplet : Wear It ! 

Strbpsiades. 

" Why this chaplet ? 
** Would'ft make of me another Athamas, 
*« And (acrifice me to a Cloud ? 

Socrates* 

** Fearnothingj 
•* It is a ceremony indifpenfible 
•• At ail initiations* . 

Strbpsiades. 
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8T«EPSIADBt» 

" Wl?at to gain ? 

Socrates. 
«< 'Twill fift your facidbes as kiifis as powder; 
** Bolt *em like meal* grind *em as light as duft s 
<< Only^eipatiuit. 

St.repsmdes. 

*« Marry, you'll go near 
*< To make your wofdi gottd 5 an* you pothid mc thuif 
<< You'll make me very dull and nothing elfe, 

€dc&AT£8 (a/ktp^JHc) 
« Keep (ilence then, and Itften to a pniyeri 
«« Which fits the gravity of age to hear. 
« Oh, air! all-powcHWair! whfcfe doft enfold 
** This pondant gk>lK; thou vault of flaming gold ! 
«* Ye Clouds, in whofe dark womb the thunders roll, 
•* Bright Clouds, infpire mad ratft your fuppliant's foul J 

$TK.EPSIADES. 

** Hold, keep them off awhile till I am ready: 

<< Ah ! lucklefs me, wou'd I had brought my cloaky 

« And fo efcap'd a foaking.— • 

So<ikXtHl&. 
" Peace-r-Approach, 
" Fly fwift, ye Clouds, and give yourfelves to view I 
«« Whether on high t)lympus facred t9p 
«* Snow-crown'd ye fit, or in the azure vales 

w 6f 
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*« of your own father Ocean fporting weave 

** Your mifty dance, or dip your golden urns 

** In the feven mouths of Nile j whether ye dwell 

' *' On Thracian Mimas, or Maeotis lake, 

** Hear me, yet hear, and thus invokM approach I 

(Chorus of Clouds.') 

«« Come, ye bright Clouds, afcend on high j 

*< Daughters of Ocean, climb the fky ! 

** And o'er the. mountain*s pine-c^t brow 

** Tow'ring your fleecy mantle throw : 

<< Theffde we nAay fcan the ^ide-ftretcht fcene, 

«« Groves, laWns and rilling ftreams between, 

*« And ftormy Neptune's vaft expanfe, 

«« And gi-aJTp all Nature at a glance : 

«< Now the daif: tempeft flits away, 

*» And fee ! the glittering orb of day 

** Darts forth hfe clear setherial b6am ; 

« Come, let us fnatch thte joyous gleam.'* 

SY)GRAT£S. 

«« Yes, ye Divinities, ^hom I adore, 

<* 1 hail you n6w propitious to my prayer ! 

«« Did'ft thou not hear them fpeak in thunder to me ¥ 

«< And I too, Vrti your Cloudlhlps moft devoted, 
*« And under fufferance trump againft your thunders 
«« Nay, take it how you may, my frights and fears 
«< HiKve pimdit and cholickt my poor bowels A>, 
^ • a That 
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«« That I can't chufe but treat your holy noftrilt 
« With an unfavory facrificc. 

Socrates. 

" Forbear 
** Theft groft fcurrilities for low buffoons 
<< And nnouDtebanks more' fitting — Hufh, be ftlll! 
«« Lift to the Chorus of their heavenly voices, 
** For mufic is the language they delight in. 

(Chorus of Clouds.) 

«« Ye Cloudsy replete with fruitful ihowers, 

« Here let ut feek Minerva's towers, 

« The cradle of old Cecrops race, 

«« The world's chief ornament and grace : 

** Here myftic fanes and rites divine 

** And lamps in facred fplendor ihine ; 

** Here the Gods dwell, in marble domesy 

'< And ftaft on coftly hecatombs, 

** That round their votive ftatues blaze, 

•« Whilft crowded temples ring with praife; 

** And pompous facri/ices here 

*< Malce holidays throughout the year 3 

«' And when gay fpring-time comes again, 

** Bromius convokes his fportive train, 

<< And pipe, and fong and choral dance 

«< Hail the foft hours as they advance." 

Strepsiades. 
«« I prythce for the love of Heaven, good Socrates, . 

«< Who 
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** Who are thefe ranting queans* ^t talk in ftilts ? 
•< Dames of high quality no cjpubt.— 

Socrates. 

<'Notfo: 
** No dames, btit Clouds celeftial, friendly powers 
** To men of fluggifli parts; from thcfe we draw 
** Sen(^, apprebeniion, volubility, 
« To ftrike, dilate, furpriie and i^ze the foul. 

Strepsiades. .^ 

<* Aye, therefore 'twas that my heart leapt within me 

«* For very fympathy, when firft I heard 'en^, 

*« Now could I prattle (hrewdly of firft caufes, 

*« And fpin out metaphyfic cobwebs finely, 

«< And dogmatize^moft rarely, and difpute 

«« And paradox it with the beft of you j 

<« So, con^Lwhat may, I muiNindVill behold 'cm; 

«« She^* me "rtieir faces I conjure you; 

Socrates. 

«« Look! 
** Look where I point ! there) th««, towards mount Fames i 
<* Now they defcend the hill } I fee them plainljf . . 
** As plain can be. 

STREfSUDES. 

" Where, where ? I prythee flicw me I 

SoCRATESv 

«* Here '. a whole troop of them, ^tto' woods and hollows, 
«* A bye-road of their own. 

Vol. V. N Strepmades* 
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<♦ What aik my eyes, • 
« Thit I cin't catch a gliropfe of them ? 

Socrates. 

•« Here, at t!ic rcry entrance. 

STRiruADet. 

<* Never truft me, 
-^ If yet I (ee them dearly. 

S9CaATS$. 

«< Sand'blii)4,^Wfl^ 

Strepsiadei. • . 

^fNjif,»PWl»yiaib«Jft¥!5» , * 
<* I cannot chufe bvt iof kjllMnr-^p|yo•1tf oseaMictt ^ 
« For m good faith there's plenty and to fpare. 

(Chorus enters )• 

Socrates. 
«< And did you donbt if they were GoAdeff^ ? 

Strepstades. 
»* Not I, fo help me ! only I had a notion 
« That they were clouds and dew and darkfome vapors. 

Socrates. 

*« Poi; fhame f Why, man, tliefe are the nurfing mother* 
<< Of all our famous fophlils, fbrtune<teiters, 
« Quacks, medicine-mong8rs> fops of the firft,^Eifl]n0n> 

' *«**3Bail«t. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



« BalIet'>proje6lorS) fiagm t n CS^V/p 
*' And wonder-making cheats— a gai^ of idlers^ 
«* Who pay them For theii? ftedTing with good ftQi;f 
*< Of flattery and mouth- worship. ' 

S^tttePSlADks* 

« Nowlfec 
«< Whom they may\iitnk-ftn-dr?#mg them aioi% - *' 
** At fuch a fiiriout pace, tricking them out 
** In many*colourM* 4ye« 5 'irt^ rouiing them 
'^ InflK9ii;^.aiKiliilfri(9li9c»«boutourear$i 
« ^<^ Swiftly wafting thfaR^d^wnthr iky, . ;t . 
*« Moiilj-airy, bending, bui^ingp into (howerit 
«< For all which fine defcriptions the poor roguet 
<« Dine daintily on fcr^^^^^ ^p 

<< And well rewarded I 
♦« What better do they hUb^? ' 

Strbpsiades. 

** Under favoi^, , 
'* If Uieie be cIouds> do you mark me^ very clouds, 
*« How caiile'they metaindrpKos'd into women ? 
«< Cloudi aw not fuch is thelfe. 

Socrates. 

•« And ^^Wfetilfe are they? 

Strepsiades. 
« Trotibi f can't rightly ftell, fjut I ihould guefs 
^' Something ^ke dakes of wool ; not women, furet 
*' An^ Jf^kl thefe dames have nofes. 

N 2 Socrates. 
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S0CRATBS4 

« Hark ye, friend! 
<« I'll put a queftion to you,— - 

Strefsiadbs* 

« Out with it! 
« Bequickj let'thwreit-iHumplil ^. --c - - 

SOi^ltATES. . .. . . 

«< Thwthttiiiifliflrts 
«« Have you Jii'erfccn a Cloud, «rhidi y<Mi WKdd feftcy* 
<* Shap*d !ik« a centaur, Icopaid, buD or wolf? 

Strepsiadbs. ' " '- ** 

«« Yes, mairy have I^ iumI v*at then? 



S0CBA?S8* /: 



/* WJiythcn, 
** Clouds c^ aiTume what ihapes they will, believe rtitt 
«« For inlJance, fliould they fpy feme hairy down, - . , 
«« Rugged and rougli, and like the unlickt cub 
« Oi JUnopbanteSi ftrait they turn to ccntauw^ , 
*< And kick at hkn for /vengeance. 

$TR.£P.S]AI>ES4. 

« «•■ 
<< Well done, Clouds! 
** But Ihould they meet that peculating knave ^ 
^ Simon f that public thief-^Ho^ vc^ould they treat him f 

" ' ^ocrXI-e's. 
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SOCRATSS. '► 

** Ai wolves— in chara^lcr moft like his own. 

Strbpsiades. 
" Aye, there it is now, when th^ fpied CUonyfnust 
«« That daftard run-away, Acy turnM to hinds 
'* In honor of his cowardice* 

Socrates* 

« And now, 
** Having feen CHJibiHeSi to mock his lewdnefsi 
^* They change tkemfelres tp wpmen, 

Stripsiadbs. 

<< Wdcome, Ladies ! (to tbt Chrus). 
^* And now, fopleaie your majefties to indulge me, 
** Give us a touch of your celeftiai Totces/*— « 

Tantum. 



N^ CXLIL 



NICOLAS Pcdrofa, a bufy little being, 
who followed the trades <^ (haver, fur* 
geon and man-midwife ip the town of Madrid, 
mounted his mule at the door of his (hop in the 
N 3 Plazuela 
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Plazuela de los Affligido^. aqd pushed through 
the gate of San Bernardino, being called to a f2^ 
tient in the neighbouring village of Foncarral, 
upon a preffing oocafioRr Every body knows 
that th» ladies in SfMlia ia qeruin cafiis ck> not 
give long wamiog to pcat^tioncr^ oi a certain 
defcription, and no body knew it better than 
Nicolas, who viras refolyed not to lofe an inch of 
his way, nor of his mule's befi fpeed by the way, 
if cudgelling could beat it out of hei;. It w^ 
plain to Nicolas's convicjtion aj^ plaiii could h^ 
that his road laid ftrait forward to the little con- 
vent in front ; the.midetwas o£ opinion, that the 
turolx^ pi^tl^eJefticVdWuUhe^bUiftpwards the Prado 
was thp> fi08^ of att roaj^vioft fami^af and agi%e^ 
able to hofftrU^ and accosdingly began to diipute 
the point of topography with Nicolas by fixing 
her fore fe^t refolutdy in the ground, dipping 
her head at the fame time between them, 
and launching heels and'' crupper furioufly into 
the air, in the way of argument, Little Pedrofa, 
who was armed at ■ {leel witl^ one mafljf filver 
fpur of ftout, though antient, workmanfhip, re- 
iplutel)^ ap^ied the rufty rmrel to the fhouldj^rof 
Imb^^dcivkig itwi^h-all the- good wiU in' the 
Vtorlxl: to thevery butt^ and^ ac the fame timej^ 
^pitly tucking his^ bhie clbth capa under fais^ 



tight 
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Ttgit arm, and ffingiitg tkc Birt over Ac Idffc 
"^^viist en cavaUerj bcgari tolay about him wiA 
a: QAut aflkn fitjriuig apo(A the car% pok art! 
trhecfcs of ^ rcjcrcant nrnk. The fix^.iito# 
flafhed from a pair of And^iian eyes, as Uaek 
ss charcoal and not lefe inflammable, and taking 
the fegara from his moadt^ with which he had 
vainly hoped to have regaled his Xiotttih ia a 
fharp winter's evenh^ by the way, raUedrikoh a 
thundering, troop of angels, faints and iiiact)T£, 
from St^ Michael downwards, not forgetting hid 
•own naimteikke SamtNiadas de TofentinobytHe 
way, that if curfescouldhenr^madb the mtde to ^^ 
the dilute would haveboeiif foon ended, but not 
a faint could make her flir any other ways thah 
iipwards aiid downwards at a. ftand, A ihiaQ 
troc^ of mendicaait friars were at this mtMxient 
C(»i(hi£Kng the hoft to a^ dying man*--"*' Nicdas 
** Pedrofa," foys an old friar, " be patient with 
^^ your beaft and fpare your blafphemies ;> re*^ 
« member Baiaam."--^' Ah father/' replied Pe- 
drofa, " Balaam cudgelled his bead till fhe fpoke, 
** fcwilUmine till Ihe roars." — *' Fie, fee, pro- 
^* phane fellow," cries another of th^ fraternity. 
^ Go about your work, friend," quoth Nicolas, 
^ and let me go about mine 5 I warrant it is die 
^' more preffing of the two 5 your patient is 
N 4 " going 
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^ going ottt of tbe v6r}d,.tnineis coming, fnta 
« it.**— « Hear bim,'* cries a tMrd, *' hear th# 
•^ vile wretch, how he blaQdiemes the bodly of 
^ God*"-^ And then the trpop pailbd flowly on 
to ike tinkling of the bell* 

A man muft know nothing of a noule's ears, 
who does not know what a paffioa they have for 
the tinkling of a beU, and no fooner had the jing- 
Jing chopds vibrated in the fjfmpathetic orgaiis of 
Pedpola's beaft, than boulting forward with a 
fudden ipring (he ran roaring into the throng 
of friars, trampling on {oxnt and fhouldering 
others at a moft pro&ne rate $ when Nicolas 
availing him&lfof the impetus, and perhaps not 
able to controul it, broke away and. was out of 
fight in a mom^t. ^' All the devils in bejl 
^ blow fire into thy tail, thou beaft of Baby- 
" kwi,^' muttered Nicdas to himfelf, as he 
foampered along, n^ver once looking behind him 
or- flopping to apologize for the mifchief he bad 
^ done to the bare feet and fhirtlefs ribs of the holy 
brotherhood. 

Whether Nicolas favcd his diftance, as like* 
wife, if he did, whether it was a male or female 
Caftiljafi he ufliered into the world, we fliall not 
juiV now enquire, contented to await his return in 
the firft of the morning next day, when he had no 

fooner 
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fooner difmounted at his (hop and delivered his 
muk t^a-fturdy Arragonefe wench, v/hcn Don 
IgnaciQ de Santos Aparicjo, alguazil mayor ^ 
the fupremo and general inquifition, put an order 
into his handv%ned and fealed by the inquiiidor 
generstl, for the conveyance of his body to the 
Ca&^ wbofe formidable door prefents, itfelf in 
the ftreet adjoining to the fquare, in which 
Nicolas's brazen bafin bung forth the emblem 
of his trade* 

The poor little, fellow, trembling in every 
joint and With a face as yellow as fafFron, dropt a 
knee to the altar, which fronts the entrance, and 
crofled btmfelf moft devoutly; as foon as he ha^ 
afcended the firft flight of ftairs, a porter habited 
in black opened the tremendous barricade and 
Nicolas with horror heard the grating of the 
heavy bolts that fbut him in. He was led 
through paflages and vaults and melancholy cells, 
till be was delivered into the dungeon, where he 
was finally left to his folitary meditations. Hap- 
lefs being ! what a fcene of horror.— Nicolas felt 
all the terrors of his condition, but being an An- 
dalufiaiiand like his count^-ymen of a lively ima^ 
gination, he began to turn over all the refources 
of his invention for feme happy fetch, if any fuch 
might occur, for helping him out of the difmal 

limb« 
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limbo he was in : He was not long ^to feck for 
the cattfe of hh tnisfoftune } his sidvkntwfe witlk 
At barefooted firiars W6s a ready feititioi^ of ^^ 
cFificuIties of that sature, had there been any: 
Theje was howerer another things which might 
have troubled a ftouter heart AanNicoWs — He 
was a Jew.— This of a certein woidd have been 
a ftaggering item in a poor de^'s^ <^nfeffioi% 
htxt ihhi it was a fecrec e& a& ttoe wsrli but Hi^ 
cchsy and Nkolas's confcience did not jtlft th^ 
«rge him to revesd it : He now began to over- 
haul die mventory of his peribnah^ aboot bttny 
and with fome fat»sfa(%ofi counted Aree Ibdtf 
medals of the blefled virgin, two Agnus DeiS| , 
a Saint Nicolas de Tolentino and a forDii(kMd 
ftring of beads all pendant ftom his neck an<t 
within his fhirt; in his pockets he had had a paper 
of dried figs', a fmall bundle of fcgaras, a cafe o# 
lancets, iijuirt and forceps, ahd two obk razors 
in a leathern envelope ; thefe be had deliveicd 
one by one to the alguazil, who iirflS'ai'reftp* 
him,—" and let htm mak^ tbe moft of them," 
bid he to himfelf, *^ they can never prove me an 
^ Ifraelite by a cafe of razors."— Upon a clofer 
rummage however he difcovered m X fecret 
pocket a letter, which the alguazil had over- 
looked, and which his patient Donna Leonora de 

Cafafoiid* 
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Cafafi;:^da had given him in charge to deliver as 
direac4— " Well, well/' cried he, «let k pafs; 
*': tl^xe can be no rayftery in this harmlefc 
<* fcrawl ; a letter of advice to fome friend <xc 
*' relation, rU ftot break the feal ; let the father* 
<* read it, if they like, 'twiH prove die truth of 
** m.y depofitiqn,. and help out my excufe for the 
**. huf^y of my errand, and the./nnfortunate ad- 
*^„ VQAtHre of my damned r-tfrafiory male.'*— 
And now na fooner bad the recoile^on of the 
-wayward nu^e crofled the brain ojpoor Nicolto 
Pedrofa, Aap h« began to blaft her at a furious^ 
rat©—" The feratehes and the fcab to boot con- 
*^ fc^iul thy fcufvy hide," quotih hfe, ** Aoa 
♦^ a&-})^g9lteil& J?aftard, whom Noah never let, 
*' intabis ark ! The vengeance take thee foraa 
*• iHtf^reated barren beaft of promifcuous gene- 
*• ration ! What devil's, crotchet got into thy 
^< capiicioius noddle, that thou fltouldft faltin 
« lov<5 with tbfttNazaritilhbell, and run beHoW- 
^' ihg like Lucifer into the midft of thofe bare- 
^* footed vermin, who are more malicious, and 
*' more grepdy than the loqufts of Egypt ? Oh I 
*' that I had the ^rt of Simon Magus to coigure 
** thee into thjs dungeon m my ftead ; but I 
** wairrant thou art chewing thy barley ftraw 
« without any pity for thy wretched mafter, 
9 ** whom 
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*^ wkonn Ay jade's tricks luye ddtvered bodily 
*' to the tormentors, to be fport of thefe uncir^ 
" cumcifed fons of Dagon." And now the crell 
door opened, when a (avage figure cntjwtd carry- 
lag a huge parcel of clanking fetters, with a 
collar of iron, which he put round the neck of 
poor Pedrofa, telling him with a truly diaboHc 
grin, whilft he was ri vetting it on, that, it was a 
proper cravat for the throa(of a blafphemer.-**- 
** Jcfa-Maria," quoth Pedrola, « is all this^ 
*^ £dlen upon me for only cudgelling a reftive^ 
« mule ?" « Aye," cried the demon, «' and thig' 
•^ is xm\j a tafte of what is to eome,'*. at the* 
fimie time flipping his pincers from the fcrew he 
ifrzs forcing to the head, he caught a piece of flefli 
in the forceps and wrenched it out of his check,' 
laughing at poor Nicdas, whilft he roared alood^ 
with the pain, telling him it was a juft reward 
for the t6rture he had put him to awhile ago, 
when he tugged at a tooth, till he brojte it in his 
jaw. ' ** Ah, for the love of Heaven," cried Pe- 
drofa, ** have more pity on me ; for the fake of 
*^ Saint Nicolas d^ Tolentino, my hofy patron^ 
** be not fo unmerciful toa poorbarber-furgeon, 
** and I will /have your worship's beard for no- 
•^ thing as long as I have life" One of the 
meiTengers of the auditory now came in, and 
» bade 
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bade the feUowibifce off: the prifoner's fetters^ 
for- .4^,t})^,hply^tfaers were in .council ^and 
clemanded hm for e^^mii>ation. '^ This is fome- 
^^jth^ig ^5flpioj:dii|ary^" qwQth the tprmjcqtor, 
*^- 1 fti»uld,Wt bave expc^ed it this twelvemonth 
** caxom©.'^ Pedrola*s fetters were ftruck off 5 
fQmeJ9>rand^:W^:^plie<l,to fiaunch the bleeding 
:of his. cheeks; hi^han4$-^nd face were wa(bed» 
^aad sk ^rt jaeket of coa^e ticking thrown cjver 
hioi). aj^ . ^the- (oeflsnger with an affii|ant taking 
him l^h luidt-f an arm Jed him into a fpacious 
diamber, where at the he^d of a Ipng t^ble fate 
his ej^cellqacy: tj]e inquifidor ,geiier^ with fix 
of his,all^flbr9y Jth^?/0if each fide the chair of 
%te :. j The ^alguazi] mayor, a^ fecretarj and 
J^roDjOtaiies .with other officers pf the Holy 
<Xttmci{ wejpp attending in their places. \ 

wThc piifowr^W5 pla^?^}. behind a bar at the 
•f»>t-Q^ the itaJJe between tb)?. .mqffengers, who 
.brought him J^^ apcj.jhaving made ,hj.s ;qbeifance 
to the jawfiU -.prp^pc.^ jn the^moft fu^licating 
,ttiaimer,.h^ w^ (Tilled upon accordii?g to the 
i^fiiaL.fcarm-of^ qjueftioos, by onb of the junior 
Jfttlges to dpc^ar^ his name, parentage, profeffion, 

ag^. place x>f, .abpde, and to anfwer varijous in- 
Jocrogatories^j gf .the like trifling^ nature : His 

excellency the inquifidor general now.fOpcned 
; -'' . his 
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Jiis reverend Tipsi, arid ?h a fbletnri tone oJFvotee^ 
that pen^trltei to tht Heart dF flic poof trcfribKiig 
pri/bner, mferrogated him as'foHc/^^^*"'* •' ' 
«* Nicolas Pedrdfa, we llWe Kftcned tothe 
•* account you give of -yourfelf,' ybar Bufinefe 
** and cohneaions, t\6w tcH us for \diat dflfedce, 
^ or offences, yoU aife htete "ttahding ia ptiftwct 
•^ before us : Ejcstmihe your own hesirt^ and 
*^ fpealc'tiie truth froitiyour^cofrfcit^^ice iefthbbt 
^ prev'arrcafiori or dife^ife.**' -^^ May it pfetlfe 
<« your excellency,** Vepiie'cfPedrOfa, «< with i* 
" clue fubrnMon to your hdhieft and thfe revci- 
" rend altenibly, li^y moft cqiiitiiWe judges^ I 
" conceive rfta:ha fiete befbr^ ybufor no wortfe 
*' a crime, than tliat of cudgcHrng a Yefradory 
«' mule J an animal fcJreftiverit its nature, (trir- 
" der corredion* of j^our'holinefs be it fpokcli) 
" that although! 1 were Heft with' tffe forbearance 
*« of holy' Job,'^(for' fifce'hinfi f Ob ;I am triarrfed 
" and rfiy ptfeTice hdth'bfen e'iei^cSffed by aHwfe) 
*« yet'coiild 1 hot forfer" to* fmitir myhesch ftir 
"lier btftinacyj and' the father becaufc I was 
" fuipmoncd in tbe Xvay 6f itty pfofeffittn,^*! 
" have already mkde known to your moft mefv 
" ciful ears, upon a certain Cryiti^ dceafiofS) 
« which would not idmit of k moment's &-- 
"lay." 

"RecoUca 
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drikncqf ihr >iao[9iMor g/mr^ . ^^ was iheiie 

^ ttd(%^' i^epUodiie, "that JJaiojit^.i^ ojl^r 
«^ cfioieyvfetf sritt^h* I am be i^pokltii^ « ^is 

^ kqd^" - . 7 ;r -. : , . -.v., ! -• 

^^ Take notice, brethren," exckip[ie4 the 
ja^pifidofv^.thi^ ttnWf wreififo iieids trga^pling 
" over friai^.torbe no crimcfc**' .. 
-^ ^ Paidbn me,* bE^jr iittheiv" tr^d Nicolas 
^vlu&frf4 itlbr ithe Worft of crimo^y and ^thore* 
*' fore willingly furrendcr toyjitfrAaoiry ip^^ !• 
ffi^ddsiliiwfth as.^ou fiseilt^ail^^yw impale 
-^tfaer aHts .k %itt aak.be Sicu^ tbaa (be de- 
« fervcs." ' .1* •; 

/4i^ Yoiir^ifeite afe too nimbly. NicoJti,** ctied 
Ui«(^iuige % ^^ have a care cfaey do «ot ma aw^ 
^« inrkh >][6ur diitrdtian : ilecollDft fhe^ bWt)h«^ 
" raies you uttered? in the bearing of Chofe pious 
^people*" 

' *'.il bun4>ly pray your excUfeiicy,'' anfvrorel 
^e prifbiAcr,^^ *^ to needled that anger if « 
^ flkort madnefs, and I hope sSlowanc^ tnik 
^ be made by your holy council for words fpoke 

« in 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



J9t THE OBSBUV.EIL N«> 14^ 

** in haftc* to a pebelfloHs tnttle::^ The preset 
^ Balaam Wasihitrmi off his g!aardi^tiia:)fimpk 
^ afs^and wka^is an bA compact to ^ inale! 
*' If your excellency had feen the Idircly crea« 
<^ tlire that twis Icreartlirig in agony till II came 
*' t«hePrtfidlic^«*i-howfineab4ylTilh6r£aintd 
^* the wrorliy vAikk would ham beea loft but 

" condemned for a few hafty wards' Qsoke mi 

^pafeom'* "r . : ... 

^ *«:Sirrah!" cwcd one of theTJuHi^y jtdgcs, 

" refpeft the decency of the court,"* ... : 

f ** Pfeducdhe contents of i;his. fellbwH pbc- 

^^ kets before the coutt," (aid .Ae prefidenf^ 

« lay theiti on the tabfc*'* v - ^ f: 

^^M(mfterj^"-xAhimiddiher afocefeid'pidfiy 
judge takfn^ ^p^^eibtecpK^M^^ what 1» the ufe 
" of this diabolical machine?" '. . 

* <^ Plcafe youp^iifverence^^-repifed Rdro6, 
'^^ * aptum' eft ^ud extraT^endosfoetuiJ.^'^^^ Uon^tund 
-** wretch,** agaii» ^xclaiined itte' judge, ^ you 
^ have murdarcd. the mothei" l- L ' 

« The Mother of God forbid," "eafccUrimed 
"« Pedrofa^' ** I Kdieve. I have- a 'proof in my 
-<* pocket, that wiH^aCquit me 6f tjut. charge ;'* 
and fo faying, he tendered the Ictter/wc have bc- 

• -' — '■ ' --'• '.:. - , ...;•,;.: '. ' fore 
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ioTQ, ^^60 xx^ntion of; Tte ie<;rcttiry toot it, 
4nd j)y;i99qi^^nd of the cpji^^t xead as follows :.. 

Senpi'Don Manuel de HtrrerOy ^ . 

. Wkw. f^is letter^ which I fend- by Nicdlas Pe^ 
'drofa^JhfiU reach your batids^ you Jhqll know that >/ 
cmjiaf^^delh)£red of a hixely b/iy after a dangetous 
labour j^in cfinfidcration of vahich I pray yijwto^ay 
t^:iij^ fiud Nicolas Pedrqfa the fum of twenty 
£old py^oleiy which fum his excel\ency ' i ,, . , 

**' Hold,". cried the inquifidor general, ftart* 
ing, hailily kom his feat^ and fnatchlng away the 
iet(e^ S'therje is more in this than meets theeyft: 
," 3reak.up the court ; I muft take an examijna- 
^* tiori of diis prifoner in private," 



N" CXLiri. 



A -^ S (bon as the room wa^ cleared the inq^i^^ 
xV, d^or general beckoning to the prifoner tp 
,fol)ow him, retired into 4 private clpfet, wherp 
throwing himfelf carelefsly into an arm chair, hp 
turned a gracious countenance upon the po9^ 
affrighted accoucheur, and bidding hina fit dpwp 

Vo|v V. O wpon 



•rV. 
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upon a lowftool by hi^ide, dius accofted him:— 
^^ Take hearr, fenor Pedrofi^ your imprifomiKtit 
*^ is not likely to be very tedious^ for I have a 
^ commiffion you muft execute without lofe of 
^ time: you have too much confideration fcH* 
•* yourfelf to betray a truft, the violation of 
^ which muft involve you in inevitable ntin^ 
^ and can in no degree attaint my ch ar after, 
^* which is for enough beyond the reach of ma- 
•* lice: Be attentive therefore to my orders; 
^ execute them puwftually and keepmyfecret 
** as you tender your own life : Doft diou know 
^ the name and condition of the lady, whom 
^ thou haft delivered?" Nicolas aflhred him 
he did not, and his excellency proceeded as foU 
lows— <* Then I tell thee, Nicolas, it is the 
^ illuftrious DomMr Leonora de Calafonda ; her 
^^ hufband is the prefident of Quito and daily 
*^ expefted with the next arrivals from the South 
^ Seas ; now, though meafures have been taken 
^ for detaining him at the port, wherever be 
^ fhail land, till he *fliall receive further or- 
" ders, yet you muft be fenfible Donna Leo- 
<* nora*s fituation is fomewhat delicate : It will 
^ be your bufmefs to take the fpeedieft meafures 
^^ for her recovery, but as it feems (be has had a 
^dangerous and painful labour, this may be # 

' «* work 
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^^ work of more time than could be wHM% tiii« 
. ** k& feme medicmes more eftcacious ' ij^n 
^^ common are admiaiftered : Art tbou a^utlMt* 
^ ed with any^fuch, friend Nicda${?"— <^ So 
** plcafe your excellency,*'* quoth Nicofes, my 
^ procefles have been tolerably fiicc^f&ffil; I 
^ bave bandages and cataplafois with oils and 
. ^< confenreS) that I hare no caufe to conajriaiA 
•* of} they will reftore nat^re to it*s ,pr^j?^r 
** ftate in all decent time."-^-^ Thou t^k^ft 
-^' like a fool, friend Nic;plas," interrupting 
.him, iaid the inquifidor ; <' What telleft tbou 
.^ me of thy fwathings and fwadlings i qjE^kit^ 
*^ work muft be wrought l;>y quick ^^ncdiaioss; 
5< Haft thou none foch ip ^ bptic^ i V\l ^« 
^ fwer fior it thou haft not^ tbeircibre look yo«^ 
^ iirrah, hepe is a little vial co9)^>ounded by a 
^ £smoits chynaft ; fee that you mix it in tbt 
*^ next apozem you admiaifter to Donna Leo* 
^< nora ^ it is the mod xrapital fedative in nature | 
^^ gi^ her the wbole of it, and let herhui^nd 
^^ l-etur.!^ when he will, depend upon it he will 
** make no difcoveries from; her."*— " HumjA!" 
quoth Nicolas within bknieM^, *^ Well ii|id^ 
" inqwftdor !" He took the vial with all ppffibk 
t$fy^&f aod was not wanting in proftiEoQ^ of 
tbemo^l inviolable fidelity and fecr^y*^^^ N'a 
O a " more 
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*« more words, friend Nicolas," quoth the iri-^ 
qirindbr, *< upon that fcore; I da not believe 
**thee one jot the more for all thy promi/es, 
^ mjrdependance is upon thy fears and'noP thy 
^ faith ; I fancjr thou haft feen enough of this 
^^ place not to be wilRng to return to it once 
** for alI.*'-*-Having fo faid, he rang a belf, and 
ordered Nicolas to be forthwith liberated, lid- 
ding the mcflehger return his clothes inftahtfy 
to him with all that belonged to him, arid hav- 
ing flipt a piirfe into his hand v/tii filled* with 
doubloons, he bade' him be gone about his b\jfi- 
tiefe.^nd not fee his face again- till lie hkf exe- 
cuted his commahd^. " " '"*"" " 
* Nicolas boult^d out of the.pofdfi tW^hout 
taking leave of the dtar, and ri^ver^chected his 
Ipeed till he found ^hifnfelf fairly ^ibufed'iind^r 
(helter of his own heloved brafs bafin;*-^^ Aha ?^ 
quoth Nicolas, •'my lord inquifidor,"! feS'the 
«' king* is not likely to ^ain a fiibjeft nlbre'by 
** your intrigues r A pretty job yOu haVe Ifet me 
** about J and To, when I have put flife podf 
** kdy to reft with your damned fedStive, Wy 
** tongue miift be ftbpt ne?tt ta prevent Iti 
^ blabbing : But Pll fhew you I was not borii 
** in Andalufia for nothings" T^'icolas na^ 
opened a ftcret^rawei* iand took out $k few pfeces 
i^ ^ of 
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of nrooey, which in feft.washis whole ftbck of 
q^fh in the world; he loaded and primed his 
piiloIsL and oarefuHy lodged them in the houfers 
of his faddle, he buckJed to his fide his trufty 
fpada, and haftened. to caparifon his mule. 
^ Ab, . thou imp of the dd one/' quoth he 
as he entered the ftable^ ^' art not afhamed to 
<^ look me in the fape ? But. come, huiToy, thoii* 
*' oweft me a good turn methinks, Aand by me 
*f this. once, and be friends for ever ! thou art' in 
V g<>od cafe, and if thou wilt put thy beft fooC 
^fforemoft, like a faithful beaft, thou (halt not 
** want. for barley by the way^*- The bargain 
was fopn ftmck betw?^ Nicdas and his mule, 
he mounted her in the happy moment. and point- 
ing his coUrfe towards the bridge of Toledo, 
which, proudly ftrides with half a dozen lofty 
arches over a ftream fcarce three feet wide, be. 
£3upd bimfelf as. compietiely in a deiart in half 
a mile's riding, as if he had been dropt in the 
center of Arabia ^letraea. As Nicolas'3 journey 
was not a tour of curiofity, be did not .amufii 
himfelf with a peep at Toledo, ^r Talavera, or? 
evenMcrida by the way; for the famereafon he 
tpok a circumbendibus round the frontier town<>£ 
Badajoz, and crofling a little brook refrdbed his 
v^vk withnbe laft draught •f Spaniih water, and 
O 3 i;jftantly 
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inftandy ooagratvlatedl faimfelf upon enterm; the 
ttrritory cf Portugal. ^ BravaP^ quodi he, 
patting die neck of hit nwle, ^ thou fliadt have 
^ a fappcr this night of the beft fieve-meat A^t 
^ EAremadiini can fiirnHb : We are now in a 
^ couotrjr where tfe Mattered flock of ifrad 
^ fdd thick and fare WcU." He now began Co 
diaifnt die fo^ of Sokunon, and gend^f ambled 
M in the jojr of his heart. 

When Nicolas at Icngdi reached the dty of 
liAon, he hugged hittiiUf in his g^ fortune ; 
Mt be retolledted diat Ae inquifition has long 
amis, and he wai ^t in a place of no porfedr 
lecurity. Our adventurer had in early life u&tf 
a$ afiftaive furgeoh in a Spani(h frigate bovnd to 
Buenos A3rres, and being captured by a Bridfliv 
tt^BU of War s^d carried into Jaatiaica, had very 
^[ifiedy paflM fome years in that place as jour- 
neyman apothecary, in which daie he had |u> 
quired a t^eraUe acquaintance widi dse Engliih' 
language : No iboner then did he difcovor the^ 
Biitifli enfign flying on the poop of an £nglt(h 
fKgate then lying in the Tagus, than he eagerly 
caught dve opportunity of paying a viAt to the 
fiirgeon, and finding he was in want of a mate^ 
^tkrtd himfelf and was entered in that capacity 
lor a cruifl^e agaii^ the French and Spaniards, 

with 
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with wboin Great Britain was then at war. In 
liiis figure afylum Nicolas enjoyed the firft happy 
moments he had experienced for a long tim^ 
poA, and Jbteing a lively good-humoured little 
feUoW) and one that touched the guitar and fung 
fequidilias with a tolerable grace, he foon re- 
commended himfelf to his (hip*inates and grew in 
£i.yQur with every body on board firom the cap- 
tain to the cook's mate. 

When they were out upon their cruize hover- 
ing on the Spanifli coaft, it occurred to Nicolas 
that the inquifuior general at Madfid had tdd 
him of the expe£bed arrival of the prefident of 
Quito^ and having imparted this to one of the 
lieutenants, he reported it to the captam, and^ 
as the intelligence feemed c^ importance, he 
availed himlelf of it by bawling into the track of 
the homeward-hound galleons, and great was 
the joy, when at the break of the morning the 
man at the maft-*head announced a fquare-rigged 
veflel in view : The ardor of a chace now fet all 
bands at work, and a few hours brought them 
near enough to difcern that fhe was a Spaniih 
frigate and feemingly from a long voyage : Little 
Pedrola, as alert as the reft, ftript himfelf for his 
work and repaired to his poft in the cock-pit| 
whi)& $he thunder of the guas rolled incei&ntly 
4 overhead 5 
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iverhtad ; three cheers from the whole crew at 
length announced the moment of viftory, and a 
few more minutes afccrtained thfe good news that 
the prize was a frigate richly laden from ^ the 
South Seas with the governor of Qaito and his 
fuite on board. 

Pcdrofa was now called upon deck and fertt 
on board the prize as interpreter to the firft 
lieutenant, who was ta take pofleffion of her,' 
He found every thing in confufion, a deck 
covered with the flain and the whole crew in 
confternatfon at an event they were in no de- 
gree prepared for, not having received any inti- 
mation of a war. He found the officers in 
'general and the paffengers without exception 
under the moft horrid impreffions of the Englifli^ 
and cxpeSing to be plundered and perhaps but- 
chered without mercy. Don Manuel de Cafa- 
fonda the governor, whofe countenance bclpokfc 
a conftitution far gone in a decline, had thrown 
himfelf on a fopha in the laft ftatc of defpair and 
given way to an efftifion of tears ; when the 
lieutenant entered the cabin he rofe trembling 
from his couch and with the moft fupplicating 
aftion prefented to him his fword, and with it a 
cafket which he carried in hfs other hand ; as he 
tendered thefe fpoils to his conqueror, vrfieth<*r 

through 
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fhroiigh weaknefs or of his own will, he made a 
motion of bending his knee ; the generous Bri- 
ton, fliocked at the unmanly overture, caught htm 
fiiddcnly with both hands, and turning to Pedrofa, 
faid aloud—** Convince this gentleman he is feH- 
^ en into the hands of an honourable enemy.*'—. 
** Is it poflible !'* cried Don Manuel, and lifting 
up his ftreaniing eyes to the countenance of the 
Britifli officer, faw humanity, valour and geneJ 
rous pity fo ftrongly charaftered in his youthful 
features, that the convi^aion was irrefiftible. 
^ Will he not accept my fword," cried the 
Spaniard ? ** He defires you to wear it, till he 
** has the honour'^f prefenting you to his ca^- 
•5 tain." — ** Ah then he has a captain," ex- 
jclaimed Don Manuel, ** his fuperior will be of 
** another way of thinking; tell him this caflcet 
^ contains my jewels ; they are valuable ; let 
5* him prefent them as a lawful prize, virhich 
*' will enrich the captor ; his fi^perior will not 
^* hefitate to take them from me." — ^^ If they 
** are your excellency's private property," re- 
plied Pedrofa, ** I am ordered to afliire you, 
*** that if your fliip was loaded with jewels, 
*^' no Britifli officer in the fervice of his king 
** will take them at your hands j the fhip and 
^* effcdh of his Catholic Maj^fty are the only 

*' prize 
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^ ft'iM of tfaf captort} the perfooals of the 
•• pitilAQg«r» aic inviolate."—*' Generous na^ 
^ tion I" exclaimed Don Maauel, ^' how greatly 
•♦ have I wronged thee!"*--^The boats of the 
Britifli frigate now came alongfida and part of 
the erew were O^ifted oat of the priee, taking 
their clothes and trunks along with them, in 
wl^b tbf y w^e very cordially afliH^d by their 
conquerors. The barge foon after came aboaid 
with an officer in the ftern*-0)eets> and the crew 
\n their white fbirts and velvet caps> to efcort 
the govtrnor and the Quip's captain on board the 
frigate, which lay with her £uls to riie maft 
awaiting their arrival \ the accommodation ladder 
was flung over the iideand manned for theprifoo* 
ers, who were received on the gang-way by the 
lecond lieutenant, whilft perfeA iilence and the 
firicSeft difcipline reigned in the ihip, where aU 
were under the decks and no inquifttive curious 
eyes were fuffered to wound the feelings of the, 
conquered even with a glance ; in the door of 
his cabin fiood the captain, who received them 
with that modeft complailance, which does not 
revolt the unfortunate by an overflrained polite- 
neis ; he was a man of high birth and elegant 
manners with a heart as benevolent ^ it wu 
brave : Such an addrefs fet off with a perfon 

finely 
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£iiel]r formed andl perfeAly enga^ng could noC 
fidi to hnprefs the priibners wit|^ the.moft fa« 
YOQcabk ideas^ and as Don Mmiuel (poke 
French flucndy^ he could convcrfe with the 
Britifii captain without the help of an inter- 
preter : As he exprefled an impatient defire of 
being- admitted to his parole, that he might re- 
vtfit friends and connefUons, from which be had 
been long ieporated, he was oveijojred to hear 
diat the EngliOi Oiip would carry her prize into 
lilbon ; and that he would there be fet on (bore 
and permitted to make the beft of his way from 
tiicnce to Madrid ^ he talked of his wife with all 
the ardor of Ae moft impaffioned lover, and 
apologized for his tears by imputing them to 
tiie agony of his mind and the infirmity of his 
health under the dread of being longer feparated 
from aa fobjzA fp dear to his heart and on whom 
he doated with the fondeft afFe£tibn» The ge- 
Bcrous captor indulged him in thefe converia* 
tions, and, being a huiband hin>felf, knew how 
to allow for all the tendernefs of his fenlations. 
«< Ah, fir," cried Don Manuel, '« would to Hta- 
^ ven it were in my pqwer to have the honour 
^ of (^refenting my beloved Leonora to you on 
^^ our landing at Lifbon^Perhaps,'' added fac^ 
turning to Pedrofa, who at that moment entered 

the 
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ihe cabin, ^ idiis gentleman^ whom' I take to be 
^ a Spamard, may have heard the name of 
^ Donna Leonora de Cafa&nda ; if he has beenr 
^ at Madrid) itispoffible he majrbare feenlier; 
^ fboukl that be the cafe be can teftify tO'her 
^ external charms ; I aloiK can witness to the 
^ ex<}uifitc perfedion of her mind."^.— *^ Senoc 
« Don Manud," replied Pcdrofa, ^ I have feen 
^ Donna Leonora, and your exceUency it wav* 
^ ranted in all you can fay in her praife -, &ch 
^ of incomparable beauty." Thcfe words threw 
At uxorious Spaniard into raptures ; his eye» 
i^Hded with delight ; the blood Tuflied into his^ 
•maci^ed cheeks and every feature glowed with 
unutterable joy: He prefled Pedrofa with a va* 
riety of rapid enquiries, all which he evaded bf 
pleading ignorance, faying that he bad only had 
a. cafual glance pf her, as fhe pafied along the 
Pardow The embaraffinent however which ao 
eompanied thefe anfwers did not eicape the 
Engiifli captain, who ibortly after drawing Pe^ 
drofii afide into the furgeon^s cabin, was by him 
made acquainted with the melancholy fttuatiort 
of that unfortunate lady, and every particular of 
die ftory as before /elated ; nay the very via( 
was produced with it's- contents, as put into the 
bands of Pedroia by the inquifidor* 
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^ /^ AN there he- fiich Tillainy \n ma«?** 

vU cri^d the Britifli captain, mAcu ^^ 

6rofa had cotidudedhis detail ) << Alas'! my Ueaft 

< bleeds fAf ftus unfaapp}rhufband: afiiredly th^ 

^* monftcr haS' deftroyed Xepriora; ats for thec^ 

*^ Pedrofa, whHft the Britifli flag *i^s orcr thy 

'^ h&ad, neltlkr Spiin^ nor Portugal, nor Inqxo- 

•» fitOfS/norDei*^ fludl annoy thee under it^ 

'<^profeftioft} but'if thou c?er irentnrefl: a?«r 

'^^ thfc fide crf'^isiBrp and raflily'ibteeft one foot 

-^' Q'pbn Catholic IkSiy when we'arrire atLtibon^ 

** thou art -a lofl: man.*'— ^ I \iaere wede diah a 

** madman," i-epliid Nicolafs, ^.fcouJdtl ^ttficrtpt 

u,<lt,*'-i.^^ Keep-clofein this afjdum then," re- 

fumoitbe captahi) A^^and fear nothing: Had 

^' it been our fkfe ^ have been c^ptuned by the 

^ Spaipardjwhat would have become of theci"--^ 

Z** In the worft erf exttemitieF," uepliicd Nfcblas, 

^ I fhould have ap[^d to the Inqidfidor's visi! ; 

<* but I confefs I had no fears of that ibrt; a 

^ flUp lb commanded alid fo mjaiAed is in little 

^* djmger of being^ caNejd into a Spamih porL*^^ 

** I hope qot,*' faid the captain^ .j^ahd I pi*6- 

'^ faiife tfaeb thov (halt take :tby i^bance in h«r. 
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^ fo long as (he is afloat under my command^ 
^ and if we li v^ to conduct hcf to England^ thou 
^ fhalt have thy proper fhare of prize money, 
^ which, if the galleon br^hs ^ aceoltliAg to 
^ her entries, will be fottletliiAg tbwaKb ena- 
<< bling fliee to fliift, and if diou art a» diTigeftt 
^ in thy duty, as I am petfinded thou wilt be, 
^ whtlft I live tboo Ihldt Dcvel* want a feaavui^s 
^ friend/'— At thefc'dJetring words^ little Nf- 
oobs threw hiiaffelf at the feet fa£ hia gcnefom 
prefenrer, arid wkfa ftreiaungeyet poured o«t 
hh thankS'from a heart aaiouiled ¥ritb jQy afid 
gr&titiide.*9«The tapt^o raifitig hifti b^ the hand 
forba<k*hinT as he prized las: frleiidAiip ever to 
addfeff'bmi in thai peftlire amy move t ^^ Tbaldc 
" me^ If you wfll,*" addad h^, « hut «aiik me 
^1 a^ one man flioi^ another} let no kMes 
^ bend in this ihip but t6 t^ie name tf i God.— 
^ Btt noW|'' oontiniied hE!»^^1et us turn oar 
^ thoughts tO'thd fituatkm of ourunka^yOa- 
^ fiibfida; we ite ndw dtawingrnear toLift)cm> 
^ where he will look to be iiberated on his pa- 
«« role."— J'' By no meara let Um venhireimo 
«« Spain,'* fiud Pedrofe r **r I Tim well aflbi^d 
^* there 4re orders to arreft him in every port ^r 
«* frohtier^town, where be otn^y prefent him- 
^ fdfc*'^« i tan wellibdlcw it/' replied the 
^ ' captain i 
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craptdin; ^ his piteous cafe #il require fiirtiier 
^ deHberation; in the aiemtim^ let notbii^ 
** tranfpife on^our part and keep yourfelf out of 
** his fight as iarcfiillj as yen can."— This bi4, 
tile captam kft die cabin, and both parties re»* 
^iredto their fev«ral 6ccupaitioiis» 

Ais (boa as the fHgate and bar prizecaft:an^ 
chor in the T«gus, Don M^nuei dc CaUctWfai 
iinpatiemly re'mtnded our ca^ltarn of his promifed 
Iparoie* The paiaful nrbnvmt iftas ali^w <2«ne 
^ivben^an txpianattoci of fome fcrt became tinaw 
-vcndabte : ^ The^ generous . EngUfliman wdfa a 
countenance expneffive of thetevidereftpity^tDdk 
^ Spaniard's hand in Ms aiid feaiting httd ^na 
coueh b^de bin», ordered the ceattod to Jceep 
the cabin priratt, and delivGvd. irimiGrlf as fol- 

^^Senol: Don Manuel, I muft now irapatrt to 
M yoa ananxfety v^ich I labour under on your 
^' account; I have ftrong re^bn tofkxfpcA you 
^ iiave enemies in your own country^ who aite 
>* upon the mrsttd^ to arreft you on ypur landing; 
** when I have told you this, I expisfl: you wfll 
i^ repofe fuch. truftin my howour and the fiocerity 
** of my regard for you, as not to demand afui^ 
^ ther txplnM/tk&A of the fiarticidars, on wliich 
.* mf in«dligw«e; is founded;^.^«t«^ iHaaven and 
6 <« Earth !*^ 
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^ Eanb," cridlihe ftftMifiml Spanhird, <^wbo 
^ can be tbofe enemiea I have to fear, and MAntt 
.^ can Itiaire^draie to deferre the^?"^^ So far 
»^ I win open inyfclf to jouj* aafiwed the ca^ 
jtan^ u as to point out the principal to youy the 
« inquifidor general."-.-" The iaeft friend I hmp 
-** in Spain,'' exciaimed the governor, "^nj 
* (worn prote6Uar, the- patrpn of- my ^artantf < 
i^ He mjr enemy! hnpoffiHe/'Tr^^Wdl, Sii^ 
YepBed . tbe captain, ^> if .my' advice do^ net 
-^ meet bdtef, I muft fo far exert ray iwtheriiy 
'^ for your fake^ a& to jnake> this ihip .yptfr ptih 
^ ion, tin I have waited on otir mintA^rf^ 
'^ Ltibon and made the enc)uiries necefl^lbr 
^ your fafety ; fafj^end youc jiidgment upcmthe 
'^ fcmming harfhncfs of this m^ure till I retorn 
^ to you again ;" and at the fame time rkin^ 
from his {eat, he gave drders for the barge, -&iKi 
leaving ftri& tnjuii^lion^ with the .ficfl Ketite^ 
•nant ^t to allow of the governdrfs <{uittitig>tiR 
frigate, he put off. for the (kore and left the mi^ 
hnchdy Spaniard buried in^ pcofieHmd^^nd ^nt 
meditation. - ' ^ r "» 

The emiSGDiea. j9f the Inqtniition having «t 
faft tracedPedrc^'to Lifton^ and. there gidned 
•brtelligence df his having, entered oqiioard the 
frigate, our tfaptaia had no fwoer turned inio 

^ the 
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tS» pordi of the hotel at Bueaot^ATres, diaa he 
wsa accdbd by a meflcnger of ftate with a re^ 
^uifoion from the prime minifter's ofice for the 
fiirrender of one Nicolas Pedroia, a CxAjcA of 
Spain and a criminal, m^ had eicaped out of the 
prifon of the Inquiikion in Madrid, where he ftood 
charged of .high crimes and mifdemesuiors.^-^ 
Aa foon as this requiiition was explained to our 
worthy captain, without condefcending to a word 
in reply he called for pen and Ink, and writing a 
ihort order to the officer commanding on boar^ 
infta^y difpatdied the midihipman, who ' at« 
tended ^him, to the barge widi diredions to 
make the beft of his way back to the frigate and 
deliver it to the lieutenant : Then turning ta the 
rndfehger^ he faid to him in a refcJute tone-** 
*^ That Spaniard is now borne on my books, and 
^^ before you {hall take him out of the fervice of 
" my King, you muft fiiJc his (hip."-*Not 
waitii^ for a reply, he immediately proceeded 
Wtdiout ftop to die houfe of the Britifh Mintfter 
at the further end of the city : Here he found 
Pedro(a's intelligence with regard to the Govern- 
nor of Quito exprefsly verified, for the order had 
come down even to Lifbon upon the chance of 
the Spaniib frigate's taking (bdter iji'that port: 
To this Minifter he related the horrid tde, which 
VouV. P Pcdro& 
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Fedro6 hadd^TCfed to Uoh and widi Ut cm-. 
Cttrrence it was determined to focwand ktteff 
tatt> Spai% vriitch Don Manuel flK»tld be ad* 
vifod to wcitq to ikis Jadf and firieiKb at IMUtid^ 
«ad to iratt dietr anfMrtr befive any finrthor di£- 
covertes were United to him. rt^oBiag A€ 
Uflcker dionnftances of tbe cafe : I» the inaan 
time it was teCobmd ta keep tbe prifawr iife 
bi his aQdom. 

. Thf geoBroos Captain loft no time ihiieteriE^ 
ing to bis frigate^ where he immediateiy im* 
parted to 2>on Manuel ^e iotriiigeiice lie hwi 
obtained at tbe Brilifli Mittifter^s-*^ Hm ub* 
«( deed/' cried iheafiiaed Spaniard^ ^ iaa ftioke 
^^ I was in no- zeTpeA pr^aied for; I had (oodly 
*^ perfuadedmyftlf there was tminJbewbob-etn* 
^ pireofSpainamorefriendly heart than that of 
^ the Inquifidor's $ to my beloved Leonontte had 
^ ever fl|rwn the tenderaeft of a paternal fJke- 
*< tionfrom her vei^childhood} by fahn o^ hoods 
^ were joined i his lips pisoneuneed the nuptiai 
^^ benedidion, and through hit^ bvour I' was 
^ promoted to my geivemment : Gfant, ilea*- 
*< ven, no misforhmetutth befiiUcn my J^eonora ! 
<< furely flie eanoDt have offended him and foc^ 
** firitcd his finrour.*'*^** As I know hisi not/* 
replied the Captain^ ^^ I caa fioirm no judg- 
8 - ^ . >• mcnt 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



U^i^ .THE OBSERVER. . nn 

^ mefvcof bk mott\rd$; but this I knoWj A&t if 
^ a naan's heart » ^pMt <tf cti^ky, the ftttdb 
«« ifchdtfi to learn it In, ttm& be the inquiittion.'* 
The proptoftfl was now fiiggefted of fejjidihg let- 
ters iMo Spain, and dieGovernbr Retired to his 
dclk for the parpofe of Writing dicm ; in the af- 
ternoon of die fame day the MinJfter pafd a vrfit 
<D the CfltpJtain, and receiving a packet from the 
hands of Don Manuel, promifed to get it for- 
nwrded by a fafe conveyance according to di- 
re£Bon» 

In due couffe of time thfe fetkl ktter from 
Leonora opened all the hotribte tranfa(%oD[ to t!ie 
wfetched hufbartd :— 

T%e gmhyhcmdofanixpiringixAfkjimdirthiag^* 
•nmng dptratim 9fa mortal pmfin^ ttOtes thefefe^ 
^imbUng lines to an 'hqured wretched hufiand. If 
thou haft any pity for my pattirigfpttitfy the rubt 
thnt awaits thee and atitndthis fctne of villainy and 
horror. Pf^hen I teH thre I ha<ue borne a chili tb the 
monjtety whbfe poifon runs iH irty ifiinSy thou wflt 
abhor thy faithlefs L^mra ; had Iftr^eiiph to re- 
late to thee ihtJiMle machinations^' which b/trayed 
' me i$ diJgraOp, thok wouldJI pity dndpei^haps for-* 
gh)t me. Oh dgcfnyf can I write his namef^^Tbe 
Inquiftdot is my niurderer^My pen fitfs fr'om thy 
hunJ^Fttrttvtfl fhr e^r. 

" ' P a Had 
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Had a (hot pafied through the heart of Don 
Manuel, it could not more eflFedually have ftopt 
its motions, than the peruial of this fatal writil(?g : 
He dropped lifelcfs on the couch, and but for the 
care and affifiance of the Captain and Pedroia in 
that pofture he had probably expired. Grief 
like his will not be defcribed by words, for to 
words it gave no utterance ; 'twas fuffbcating, 
filent woe. 

Let us drop the curtain over this melancholy 
paufe in our narration, and attend upon the 
mournful widower now landing upon Engliih 
ground, and conveyed by his humane and gene- 
rous preferver to the houfe of a noble Earl, the 
fether of our amiable Captain and a man by his 
virtues ftill more confpicuous than by his rank. 
Here amidft the gentle folicitudes of a benevo- 
lent family, in one of the moft enchanting (pots 
on earth, in a climate moil falubrious and reflo- 
rative to a conftitution exhaufted by heat and a 
heart near broken with forrow, the reviving 
fpirits of the unfortunate Don Manuel gave the 
firfl fymptoms of a pofTible recovery. At the 
period of a few tranquillizing weeks here paffed 
in the bofom of humanity, letters came to hand 
from the Britifh Minifter atXifbon, in anfwer 
to a memorial, that I (hould have ftated to have 

been 
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been drawn up by the friendly Captain before 
his departure from that port, with a detail of 
fa£is depofed and fworn to by Nicolas Pedrofa, 
i9irhich memorial with the documents attached to 
it was forwarded to the Spani(h Court by fpecial 
cxprefs from the Portuguefc premier. By thefe 
letters it appeared that the high dignity of the 
perfon impeached by this ftatement of fa<5b had 
not been fufficicnt.to fcreen him from a very fe* 
nous and complete inveftigation ; in the courfe 
of which fads had been fo clearly brought home 
to him by the confeffion' of his feveral agents, 
and the teftimony of the deceafed Leonora's 
attendants together with her own written decla- 
rations, whilft the poifon was in operation, that 
though no public fentence iiad been executed 
upon the criminal, it was generally underftood 
he was either no longer in exiftence, or in a iitu- 
ation never to be h^ar4 of any more, till roufed 
by the awakening trump be fl^all be fi^mmoned 
;o his tremendous lad account* As fpr the un- 
happy widower it was fully figi|ifiedto bin) from 
authority, that his return to Spain, whether upon 
exchange or parole, would be no longer oppofeil, 
nor had he any thing to apprehend on the part of 
government, when he (hould there arrive* The 
P 3 tua% 
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lame vr^ ftgoificdio fewer vropis^ to the cxcuU 
pjitc4 Pcdroft, 

Whother Dott Manuel de Ga&fonda null in 
time to come ayail himt^lt of d^fe ovenutet 
tfrne alope caa prove : As for little Nicolas, 
vdiofb prize mone^ h^rs fet him i^ ia a comfo^ 
ible little (hop in Duke's pUce» where he 
breathes the veins and cleanfes the howels of bis 
IfraelitiOi brethren in a land of freedom and to* 
Iprationt bis merry heart is at reft, (ave only: 
V^hei^ wfth fire ifihis e^es, and vengeance on his 
tQS^e he anathematises the Inquifition^a^dflruts 
into the fjnagogue every (abhath with as bold a 
ftcp and as ere£t 9 look, as if he was himfetf 
Qigh Prieft of the Temple going to perform 
focrificc upon the re-aflembUng of the festered 
tri^ws* - 



N* CXLV, 



'KJVouId wifll 09 mftn to deceive hmSsU with 
X opinions, which be has not tbproiighly re* 
flexed upon in hij fojitary hpurs : TiB he has 
iHfUftuned with bis own heart in his chamber, it 

will 
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wjll be istxig^ons to ' comaiit bimfelf to ks^ 
lOipulftH auBidft the dtftra£Hoc». of fociety : In 
l<)Uci^,bo will hear another voice than he has 
been vtfyd to hear in the coUoquial Icenes of life y 
fOfiCdoSrieoDe, though nuute at the anttent chb-* 
rus in the buftle of the drama^ will he found a 
powetSul 4^ealcer in foliloquy. If I couM be- 
lieve fhzt any man in theie timeb bad ferioufly 
an4 ddU>eate]y reafoned himfeif into an abfolute 
contempt of things iacred, I (houM expei% that 
fuch a being Cbould uniformly 2LSt up to his prin- 
ciples in all fituations, and, having thrown afide 
s^ the reftraiots of religioih ihould difefaarge 
' {f^im bis mind ail thofe feara, ap^)refaenitons and 
ii^Kcitufles, that have any conne^on widi die 
d«ead g£ a futurity. But| without knowing what 
pitks in the private tboughtfr of men, who pro* 
fefs tbefe daring ncmons, I cannot help obferving, 
that, if hoirf clam«ir b^ a ma* of cowardice, 
tb^y aUb haoe the fymptottis ftrbngly upon them 
of belyiug tbeir o^ii cc^f^^i^e : l^yare bold 
in' the crpwd, and loudett In the revch of the 
feiftv tHerd dieycan edio the" infuli, dafh the 
ridtculeiin theveryfaoe ©f-Hhiven, and ftun 
tbfirf confci<mce3 in the i^ar of the caroufal, 

X»et mc pi£lure to niyfelf a mint of this de* 

fetlptioo fliffihoi mt^ unexpeftM foHtude after 

P 4 the 
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tbe r^veU of aio evening, where be has bton die 
^% of the company at the expence erf* decent]^ 
^d religion y here his triumphs are over i the 
plaudits of his comrades no longer encourage 
him i tbe lights of the feaft ane exttnguiflifd^ 
and he is farrendered to darknefs and rofl^diont 
TU^c him in thp midft of a dcfart bea|h, a lone«- 
fpme traveller in fome dark tempeftuous nighty 
and let the elements fubfcribe their termors to en« 
counter this redoubted champion*— 

jn§ durfi de^ ih^ Ommfotent^ 

If confiftency be tbe tefl of a man's finaerity, 
he ought now to bold the &me language of de^ 
fiance^ and with undaunted fpirit cry put to tbe 
elements— ^' Do your worft, ye blind took di 
V cb^ce! Sincp there can be neither iotdli^ 
^* gence nor direc^ipn in your rage, I fet you at 
" nought. You may indeed fubjeft me to feme 
** bodily inconvenience, but you can raife no 
^/ terrors in my mind, for I have iaid you have 
<* ^o mafter : There is no hand to point the 
** lightning, and the flroke of its fla(h is 4i- 
^« re<aed to no aim ; If it fmitcs.the oak, it pe- 
« riflies \ if if penetratses my breaf^ it annihi* 
** lates my exiftence, and there is rio^finil wiiiiin 
« me to jefume it. What have It^f^ai The 

** worft 
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•• woift you threaten 1s a momentary extin<aion 
•* l^^thout pain or ftruggle ; and as I only wait 
•* "dn earth till lam weary of life, the moft you 
*:^an''clo i^ to foreftall me in the natural rights 
♦* bf fuicide, I have lived in this world as the 
" only world I have to live in, and have done all 
** things therein as a man, whoa£ts without ac- 
•• count to an Hereafter, The moral ofEces, as 
*' they are called, I have fometin>es regarded as 
** a fyftem of worldly wifdom, and where they 
^ have not profled my purpofes, or thwarted my 
** pleafures, I have occafionally thought fit to 
^ connly with them : My proper pride in fome 
'^ inftances, and felf^intereft in others, have dif* 
^'fuaded me from th^ opei) violation of a truft, 
^ for it Is Inconvenient to be detected j and 
** though I acknowledge no remonftrances fronti 
•• withiti upon the fcore of infamy, I do not like 
** the clamours of the crowd. As fbr thofc 
^ mercenary inducements, which a pretended 
^ nAvelation holds forth as lures for patience un- 
** der wrongs and tame refignation to misfor- 
** tunc, r regard them as derogatory to my na- 
" ture; they fink the very charaSer of virtue by 
•* meanly tendering a reverfionary happinefs as 
^ the bribe for praftifing it ; the doftrine there- 
^ fort of a future life, in which the obedient are 
' •■ << to 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



^i8 THE <)RSERVKR. N^ 1+3. 

* to ejppcft rpwards^ and the difobedicat are 
•* threatened with puaiftiments, CQufutes itfctf 
" by its own interiul vvcaknefe, and 13 a fyftemi 
^ to fordid in its principle, that it. can.only bo 
•* calculated to dupe u$ into mental ilavery, a/id 
^ frighten us out of that genefou*. privilege^ 
** which is our univerfal birthright^ the privil^fr 
" of difmifling ourielves out of exifte;ic^^ wbe» 
•• wc are tired with its conditions/*. 

Had I fabricated this language for infidelitj^ 
with th^ purpofe of ftamping greater detej3atio» 
vpon it3 audacity, I had rather bqar the. biaxne oi 
living overcharged the character, than to^ ablo 
(4& I r>ow am) to point out a recent publlcadpiv 
^ch openly avows this ftamelefs ^Qi&riiw : Bv^ 
as I do not \yi(h to hejp any anonymous Wa^e^ 
Xf^ into^.n^tic?^ let the toleration of the tiwea 
l>e bis flielter, and their contempt his anfwert 
I^ the mean tin^ I will take leave to opp(^e ta 
it a ihprt p^a^e frpm a trait, lately tranflaJeA 
into Englifb, intitled PbiloJiphUal ofid CritUd 
Enquifies comi^rning Chrijliamti/y by Mr. Bom^ 
§fficnevc{ i..a wojck well defcrving anattentiva 
peirufal. . 

Hera I ityuite that readfir^ Uiho cm ^lev^U hh^ 
mindtQ the cmtcmplatian ofthi ijnfyi,<^ Pr/iviiUnch 
ta^medit^ts with m on the admirable methods af 

divini 
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divine wifdom in the iftablijbmmt tf Chrijiianitf \ 

a rdigion^ the univirfatity rf which was to eem^^ 

prehend ail ages^ oil places^ natiens^ ranis andfitu^ 

ati9nx in Hfii a religion^ which made nodiftinSiim 

between the crowned head and that of the kwefi 

fuife^l formed to difingage the heart from terrify 

tri^l things^ to ennoble^ to refine^ to fuUlme ths 

thoughts and affe£fions of man ; to render him con^* 

fpious of the dignity of his nature^ the importance tf 

bis endj to carry his hopes even to eternity^ and 

tbue ajficiate hifn with fiiperior in^Ugencesi a 

reiigi^ which gave every thing to the Jpirit and 

nothing to thepjb\ which called its difciples to 

^tbf groafe/l facrificesy becat^ men^ who are taughi 

to f^ar God alone, tan undergo the feverej^ trials % 

a ifeUgiom in Jhort (to conclude my weai conceptions 

onfojmiiime afuhje^) which wai the perfeiHoneir 

completion of natural lawy the feienco of the truly 

mfcj the refuge of the bumble^ the confolatian of 

the wretched I fo majeftic in itsJhnpUcity^foJubUme 

inits do^rine, fo great in its obje^, fo cflon^wg 

in its effkQsi-^l have endeavoured {txy% this eic^ 

ceUont author ia his conclufion) to explore the in - 

moft recejjis of my hearty and having difoovered no 

fotrei motive there y which fliould induce me to r^e& 

a religion fo. well calcsdated tofnpply the defe&s ef 

I my 
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my nafmy i$ coffrfkrt mi under affiBion and to ad-' 
vanee the perfeSfi&n of mj nature^ I receive ibis 
religion as the great eft blejjhtg Heaven itrits good- 
nefs could cmfer upon mankind \ and 1 JboMftitt 
receive it with gratitude^ were 1 to confider it onfy 
tfJT the^}iry heft and moft petfeSiJJiftem of practical 
fhilofophy. (bonnet.) 

That man, burned a^ajrby the impetuofityof 
bis paiEonSy is a^Mible of ftrange and monftrous 
irregularities I am not to learn ; even vanity and 
the mean ambitioo of being eccentric may draw 
out very wild expreffions from him ia Ym un- 
guarded hours ; but diat any creature (houtd bo 
deliberately bla^emous, and reafohhimielf (if I 
tnay fo exprefs it) into irrationality, furpafTes my 
conception, and is a fpecies of defperatiop for 
which I have no name* 

If the voice of unjverfal nature, the experience 
mf all ages, the light of reafon and the immediate 
evidence of my fenfes cannot awaken me to a 
^ependance upon my God, a reverence for his 
religion and an humble opinion of myfelf, wh;4 a 
loft creati^re am I ! 

Where can we meet a more touching defcrip-r 
$ion of .God's oinniprefenqe and providence than 

iA 
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in the 139th pTalm? and how can I better con- 
clude this paper than by the following humble 
attempt at a tranflation of that moft beautifiil ' 
addre($ to the Creator of mankind. 



Psalm CXXXIX. 

X O Lordy who by thy mighty power 
Hdk fearchM me out in every part. 
Thou know^ft each thought tt every hour. 
Or e*er it rifes to my heart. 

ft In whatfoever path I ftray^ 

Where'er I make my bed at ntght. 
No mase can fo conceal my way. 
But I ftand open to thy iight. 

3 Nor can my tongue pronounce a word« 
How fccredy foc'er 'twere faid, 

But in thine ear it fhall be heard. 
And by thy judgment/hall be weigh*d. 

4 In every particle I fee 

The fafliion of thy plaftic hand s 

5 Knowledge too excellent for me. 
Me, wretched man, to nndsrftand. 

6 Whither, ah ! whither then can I 
From thine all-prefent fpirit jjo ? 

7 To Hcav'n ? 'tis thei-e thou'rt thron'd on high s 
Xo Hell ? 'tis there thou rurft below. 

% Lend 
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% LMd ntfe, OMofBiag, l«id toe ^NriBgs t 
Ob the firft beam of op'Biog day 
To the laft wave, that ocean dings 
On the world's ihore, Fll flit awaf . « 

f Ah fool ! if there I meant to hide. 
For thouy my God» ihalt reach me there ; 
Ev'n there thy hand ihail be my f^ide. 
Thy right hand hold me in its care. 

10 Again, if (falling out for night, 

I bid it ihrdud roe from thine eyes. 
Thy prrfence raakts i hurft of lighf. 
And darkneft to the centre hxeis. 

11 Nay^darknefs canndt intarv«ite 
Betwixt the nniverie and Thee $ 

Light or no Ughc, theM^t nought, I ^nmn, 
God ielf-illumin*d (anoot |]t«» 

I z Thine ji each atom of my ftame $ 
Thy fingers ftnii^ my iif moft reins, 
£v*n in the vn>mb, or e'er I came 
To life and caused a melher*s pains » . 

1 3 Oh ! what a fearful work il man ! 

A wonder of .creative art ! 
- My God, how marvellous thy plan I 
'Tis charaflcr'd upon my Heart. 

14. My very bones, tho' deep conceal'd 
And buried in this living clay, 
Are to thy fearching figljt reveaPd 
As ckar as in the face of day* 



15 
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15 That eye, wtech thto* crttttteji diiri». 
My fubftaoce^yet impei^ja; ftwi^d^ 

And in thy boolcmy cmfaryo fmrM . . , 
Were writtea and their ufes ^lan ^i 

16 Ere Time to fliape and fefliicm drew 
Thefe duftile members one by. one. 
Into man^s image ere they grew. 
Thy great profpeflive work was d«ne. 

1 7 O God F how gracious, how divine, 
How dear thy counfels to my foul i 
Myriads to myriad* cou*4 1 join^ 
Thcy*d fail to number up the whole. 

iS I might as well go tell the fand, 
And count it over grain by grain : 
No 5 in thy prefence let me ftand, 
Aod^akiii^iivH^ m^Gbdi^MiaiR. 

19 Wilt thou not, Lord, avenge the good ? 
Shall not blafphemcrs be deftroy'd ? 
Depart from- me, ye men ©f bl<iod/ 
Hence, murderers, and my fight avoid ! 

t6 Lo^ ut tBctr boftile voices keaoi 
To take thy facrcd name in vain : 
, 11 Am I not grievM ? Doth not each word 
Wring my affli6led heart with pain ? 

Doth oDt ray zealous foul return 
Hatred fo|- hatred to thy foaa f 
11 Yea, Lord ! I ft el my bofom burp. 
As tho' agaihft my peace they rofe, 

IS Ttf 
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X^ty ill tt&' mofcmenttiii thy vieir I 
Explofe it to tti inmoft ptft. 
Nor fpare it» if ^6t found untrae* 

•4 If denout from thy patht I (!ray; 
And wickedneft be found with me»! 
Oh! kadmcback the betterway 
To everlafting life and Thee, 



N' CXLVI. 



EJi ginu% h$mnum% qui fffi prhnosfe immmm n* 

rum volunty 
Nitfuni. (terekt. BtfK.) 

WHAT a delightful thing it is to findouc^ 
felf in a company, where tempers har- 
monize and hearts are open ; wliere wit fi<ms 
without any checks but what decency and good- 
nature impofe, and humour indulges itfelf in 
thofe harmlefs freaks and caprices, that raife a 
laugh, by which no man*s feelings are offended* 

This can only happen to tfs in a land of free- 
dom^ it is in vain to hope for it in thofe arbi'- 

trary 
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trary countries, where men muft lock die doors 
againft fpies and informers, and muft entruft 
their lives, whilft they impart their fentiments, 
to each other. In fuch circumftances a mind, 
enlightened by education is no longer a tleffing : 
What is the advantage of difcernmeiit, and how 
IS a man profited by his capacity oi feparating 
truth from error, if he dare not exercife that 
faculty ? It were iafer to be the blind dupe of 
fupcrftition than the intuitive philofopher, if borii 
within the jurifdi<2i6n of an inquifitorial tribunal. 
Can a man felicitate himfelf in the glow of ge-» 
nius and the gayety of wit, when breathing the 
air of a country, where fo (iire an inftrument is 
in force as a lettre de cachet P But e^rience 
hath (hewn us, that if arbitrary monarchs cannot 
keep their people in ignorance, they cannot re- 
tain them in llavery; if men read, they will me- 
ditate ; if they travel, they will compare^ and 
their minds muft be as dark as the dungeons, 
which imprifon their perfons, if they do not rife 
widi indignation againft fuch monftrous maxims, 
as imprifonment at pleafure for undefined of- 
fences, felf-accufations extorted by torments 
and fecret trials, Where the prifoner hath neither 
voice nor advocate. Let thofe princes, whofe 
go^rnment is fo adminiftered, make darknefs 
Vol. V. Q. their 
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their pavilion^ and draw their very mountaifts 
down upon them to fhut out the light, or txp6^ 
the period of their defpottfin : Ulumiteted ttAtkii 
ivill not be kept in flavery. 

With a nation fo free, fo highly enlJghtertdS 
and fo eminent in letters as theEhgliQi,'we biay 
well cxpeft to find the fecial qualities ih their 
beft ftate J and it is but juftlce to the age ^ 
live in to confefe thofe expc<9:ations may be fully 
grktified : There are fome perhaps who WiB Jft)t 
Hibfcribe to this aflertton, but prbbably thofe 
very people make the difappointments the^ <*o!fi- 
plain of: If a man takes no pains to pleafif Hts 
company, he is little likely to be pleafed bjr h& 
company- Liberty, though efleiitml to good 9S^ 
cicty, may in foihe ofit's eiFe£iis operate ag^hft 
it, for as k mkkes men ihdepencbnt, indepcfi^ 
daiice will dccafionally be found to inalce iHem 
arrogant, and n6ne fuch can be good comjpa* 
nions ; yet let me fay for the conteniporanes I 
atn living with, that within the period bf my own 
acquaintance with the world the reform 'm il^'s 
focial manners and habits has been gradual aiiS 
encreafing. The feudal haughtinefe of 6ur no*- 
bility has totally difappeared, and, in place oVi 
Igroud diftant referve, a pleafing fuavity and com-* 
panionable eafe have almoft univerfally obtained 
5 ambngft 
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Umoag^ (he ki^iei: orders: The pedantry of 
bfice is gone, dnd even the smimefity of party is 
ib'&r i& tlie wain, diat it ferves raither to Whet 
bur wits than our fwords agaliift each o^er : 
The agitation of political opinions is no longer 
a fub)e£fc fatal to the peace of the taUe^ but takes 
it's turn with other topics williout any breacdi of 
good-manners or good feIlow(hip# 

It were .to6 much to fay that there are no ge« 
heral caufes ftill fubfifling, wfitch annf^ our fo* 
tiial comforts, and dHgrace our tempers; they 
. are ftHl too many, and it is amongft the -duties 
t>f an O^enm^ to iet a mark upon them, though 
by to doing I may runinto repetition^ fot I am 
iiot'conicious of having any thing to fay upon the 
fubje£l» whidi I have not laid before; but if a 
i^eggar, who allls charity, becaufe of his impor* 
tunity ihaU at length be relieved, an author per* 
hfq)$^ who enforces his advice, findl in ^e-end be 
iiftened to, 

I nmft therefore again and again in(iftupon4t, 
that Aere are two fides to every argument, and 
'diat it is ^e natural and unalienable right ot man 
to be heard in fupport of his opinion, he having 
firft lent a patient ear to the fpeaker, who main* 
tains fentiments, which oppofe that opinion : I 
•do humbly apprehend that an overbearing voice 
Q^2r and 
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aod noify volubility of tongue are proofs of ^ 
very underbred ieUow, and it is with regret X£r^ 
fociety too frequently difturbed in it's fpoft4^ 
l&^taHe. enjo]nnent& by this odioi^s chai:a^r: I 
do not fee that any man hath a right ^y oblige 
tioQ Of otherwife to lay me under a aeceffity of 
thinking exa£Uy as he thinks : Thpqgh I ad^ij^ 
that from the,fullnef$ of tho heart the W^u^ 
fpiakethy I do not adn^ any fuperior^pi^t^nGons 
it hath to be Sir Oracle frpm the fuilnefsqf )^ 
pocket. In the name of freedom what cl^a^ 
hath any man to be the tyrant of the tahlei M 
wdl he nuy avail himfelf of t;he gt^ter force of 
^is ^fts as of his lungs. Doth fenfe con|^ ,^ 
ibjiindy or is trulli only to be meafured by tl^e 
noife it makes? Can it be a diigrace tp ^ coiir 
vinced> or doth any one lofe by the exchange^ 
who refigns his qwi^ opinion for a better? 
When I refle<St upon the advantages of Qiir 
public fchools, where puerile tempers ^m 6^r 
reined by colUiion ; upon the mathecQ^ti^ %^ 
dlies and fcholafiic exercifes of oqr univer&ti^^I 
am i)o Ie(s grieved than afloniihed to di&(^v^ $> 
few proficients in well-mannered controveify^fi) 
very few, who feem tp make truth the objie^ qf 
their inveftigation, or will fpare a few p^Fflt 
moments from the eternal repetition of ^heir 

own 
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ftwn tleafertfftg' jargon to the temperate reply irf 
mert, probably* better qualified to fpeak thaii • 

' Thei^''5i artothbr grievance itot unfrequent 
though ittferior to this abovementioned, which 
pt<xittds jointly from the mixt nature of Ibciety 
ktid the ebtiilitions of freedom in this happy 
country, I mean idiat roar of mirth and uncon- 
trouled flow of fpirits, which hath more vulga-* 
rity in it than eafe, more noife than gayety : The 
ftream of elegant feftivity will never overflow 
ifs banks ; the delicacy of fex, the <£gnity of 
rank* and the decorum of certain profeffions 
ftould never be fo overlooked, as to alarm, the 
ftelings of any perfon prefcnt, intercftcd for 
their prefervation. When the fofter fex entnift 
thcmfelves to our fociety, we fbould never for-^ 
get *e tender refpied due tx> them even- in our 
gayeft hours : When the higher orders by dc*- 
icexuKng, and the lower by afcending out • of 
thtfir Ijplhere meet upon the levd of good fellow-** 
fl»p^ let not our fuperiors be revolted by a rufti- 
city however jovial, nor driven back into their 
Mnefles by our overftepping the partition lihc, 
and making ikucy inroads into their proper 
Quarters. Who queftions a minifter about news 
or poHtics ? who talks ribaldry before a bifliop ? 

0.3 one* 
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iniee in fertn jezrt is often ^M^h ft»r ^ 
levdling famiHarity of de^oneeriiig maimers^ 

There is another remark, which I cannot ex-» 
Cttfe myfelf from making, if it were onfy fyt thq 
fidce of thofe iuddefi beings, who being born 
with duller facidttes, or ftampt by the han^ of 
nature with od^es either of humour, or of 
perfon, teem to be fet up in fociety as butts h^ 
Ac arrows of raillery and ridicule ; If tbef ob« 
jc&j dnis made Ac vi£tim of the compaitiyy feels 
the fliaft^ who but muft Mkr ynA him i Ifhc^ 
fDets it not, we hhifk for human natnr^, ifriu>fi( 
dignhy is bcrificed in his perfon % and a$ fof 
the profeft bufibon, I take him tb have as Uttle 
petenfions to true humour, as a punfter ha^ to 
true wit. There is fcope enough for i^\ Ac 
eccentrtcitiek of cbaradier without turniog cruel- 
ty into fport; let £itire tak^ it's fli^e, but let 
vice only (brink before it; let it filelice the 
tongue that wmntoidy violates truth» or ddiunei 
reputation ; let it batter die infulttng towers of 
pricte, but let ^e air-^built c^^les of vanity, 
much more the humble roof of the inifi^iit«nd 
infirm never proiroke it's ^ec^» 

It happened to me not. long ago to fidl into 
company with Ibme very refpe£bble peribn% 
chiefly of the mercantile order, where a c6untr^ 

gentleman. 
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g^ntkman) who w^ 9 Ar^ii;er to moft of the 
party> tpo^ Mpon Kim to eniteitain the compmy^ 
'mik ^ tedious ilripg of ftorios pf no fort of irpppF- 
t^Q9 to aay lEouI p^^fent, a^d all teiiding; to d^fplay 
.bl3 Qie?a.<;onf^uen<:^ fortune and independance. 
Stlob qoav^iatio?! was ijl caJculatcsd for the 
p€»]9kpa^y prf fen^ th|S majority of whom had I 
^aiap fiiy ))e^ th^ founders c^ their own fortunes, 
^n^ J i!hould doi^bt if there was any quarter of 
tltiP gV>be ^cc^ffi}>le to commerce, which bad not 
|»6eii r^ort^d to by fome on^ or other then fit* 
ting ^t ^ talkie. This uninter^fting egotift 
jtherefore was th^ more luipardonablei as he ihut 
q\^t txpxf tppjc of cunpu^ and^mufing informa- 
. tion, which could np wh^re me^ a happier op^ 
ffortunity for difcuiTipn. 

He w^^ ^ndured ft>r a condderable time witk 
{^fit ps^ence whi<A is natural to n^en of good 
jf^^p^^^c^ and experience in the world : This 
..jiPQCQyi^eme/rit p)>Iy rendered him more infiip». 
ppyftblej wh^n at laft ;m elderly gentleman feized * 
^^ op|»ortunity of a (bort paiife in his dircourie to 
nd^reft fbe following rieproof to this eternal 
talker. 

^ We have liftened to you, fir, a long time 
^* with attention, and it does not appear that 
^ zxff body prefent is difpofed to queftion either 
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^ your independaoce, or the comforts that ar«5 
f^ annexed to it; we rejoice Aat you poflefi^ 
*f them in fo full a degree, and we wifh every 
^< landed gentleman in the kisgdom was iir tile 
^ fame happy predicament with yourfelf 5 but we 
** are traders, fir, and are beholden to our Induftry 
** and fiiir*dealing for what you inherit froml 
** your anceftors and yourfelf never toifed Rr r 
** Might it not be -altogether as amufing to you 
^ tobe told of our adventures in foreign clinics' 
** and countries ; of our dangers, difficulties and ^ 
^ efcapes ; our remarks upon the manners and 
5* cuftoms of other nations, as to enclofe the 
** whole converfation within the hedge of ydur 
** own eftate, and fliut up intelligence, wide as 
^' the iworld itfelf, within the narrow limits of 
** your pari(h pound ? Believe me, fir, we are glad 
** to hear you, and we refpedl your order in the 
** ftate, but we are willing to hear each other aWb 
** in our turns ; for let me obferve to you in the 
" ftile of the Compting-houfe, that conveHa- 
** tion like trade abhors a monopoly, and thkt 
'* a man can derive no benefit from fociety, un- 
ff lefs he hears others talk as well as himfelf.'' 



N* 
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XT' ) •• ' 

'IdtfanSli^ jrnn fum^ nihil eft quod dicat mlki* 
' ' (tbrent.) 

I.N all s^s 9f the world men h^vebeen in 
habits of praifing (the time paft at the expence 
vithc time prefent. This was done even in the 
A^Mftan sera» and in that witty and celebrated 
period the laudator temporis a£ii muft have been 
either a very fplenetic, or a very filly charao- 
ter. 

Our prefent gnimbkrs may perhaps be better 
w^/'ranted ; bat, though there may not be the 
faoiQ injuftice in their cavilling complaints, 
diereis more than equal impolicy in them; for 
if by difcouragipg their contemporaries they 
fnean to mend the^ro, they take a very certain 
fnethod of countpra£ling their own defigns ; and 
if they have any other meaning, it muft be fome- 
thipg woffe than impolitic and they haVe more 
to anfwer for than a mere miftake. 

Who but the meaneft of mankind would wifh 
Xo damp the fpirit and degrade the genius of 
the coimtry he belongs to ? Is any man lowered 
by the dignity of his own nation, by the talents 

of 
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of bis ccmtemponuies i Who wotild not prefer 
to live in an enlightened smd a-cifing sge rathcF 
than in a dark and declining one ? It is aatural 
to take a pcide in tiie excettencg ^ our Hiee 
caQflktttio% in the virtues of our Sovereign i is jt 
not as natural to fjmpatbize in die proiperity 
tf our arts and fciences, in the repuH^on of ofr 
countrymen? But diefe fplrnedc Dampirs are 
for ever figbing over die decline of wit, the de- 
cline of genius, the decKne of literaCurf, ^vbc n 
tf diere is any one thing diat has declined rather 
than another, it is the wretched ftate of griticifiiii 
fo far as they have to do with it. 

As I was paffing fh>m the city die other ihy 
I turned into a coffee-houTe, and took mj feat 
at a table, next to which fome gendemen had 
aflembled, and wefeconverfing over dieircofftc. 
A difpute was carried on between a litde prat* 
tling voUitile fdlow and an old gentieman ct a 
fiiUen, morofe a^£t, Did^ in a di^btorial' tone 
of voice was declaiming againft dse timea^ and 
treating diem and their putihyadvocate wittunore 
contempt than eidier one or the other feemed 
to deferve : SdU die litde f^low, who had abun« 
i^ce of zeal and no want of words, kept bat- 
ding with might and main for die worlds it 
goes ^ainft the world as it 4iad gope by, and I 

could 
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i(ould petctbn be had an iatorfft wilh ^ juiuoc 
part of his hearers, i/rtiilft die fuUen orator was 
jMltih popular sunongft the elders of ^e party : 
The 4ittle MkfWj yfko Teemed to think k no 
good redfon ivhy.any work flboiild be decried 
only beeaui^ the author of it was Uvinf,- bad 
iMien defcantiog upon the merit of a recent pub* 
Ifcation, and had now fhifted his ground from 
^e fdences to the fine arts, i^re be feemed to 
have taken a ftrong poft and fiood refolutely So 
it; his opponent^ whp was not a man to be 
tiekkd put of his fpieen by a few fine daihes of 
arts merely elcjgant, did not relifli this kind rf 
iflcirm^ing argument^ and tauntingly cried out— « 
f* What tell you me of a parcel ofgew^gawar* 
f^ tifts, fit only ^o pick the pockets of a diffipoted 
^ trifling age f You talk of your painters and 
f^ pourtrait-^nongers, what uTe are they of? 
f^ Where are the phikibphers and the poets^ 
f* vAolt countenances might intereft pofterity 
^ to fit to them ? Will they paint me a Bacon, 
f* a Newton or a Locke? I defy diem : There 
f^ :^e not three heads upon living fiiouUers in 
f< the kingdom worth the oil, that would be 
** ws^ed upon diem« Will they or you find 
f* me a Sii^el()ear, a Milton, a Drydcn, a 
ff Pope, an Addifonf You cannot find a limb, a 

** feature, 
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^ feature, or even the fliadow rf the leaft of 
** Aom : Tbefe were m«i worthy to be recoi4^ 
^ ed ; poets, who reached the very topmoft (um^ 
M mits of Parnaflus; our modems at^lmt 
•« pifmlres crawling at its lowtft root/'— IThis 
Mty diefiance Wougbt our Ikde advoeate to » 
nonphis ; the moment was ciDtorraffing-; tto 
champion c£ time paft was echoed by his par^ 
ty with a cry of — ** No, No ! there are no 
H fach men as thefe now living,"--* ^ I believe 
^not,'? be replied, H I believe not: I couM 
» give yoa a fcore of names more, tmt tbefe 
^ arc enough : Honrft-Tom Durfey would bo 
■^ more dian a match for any poetafter now 
«* breathing/* 

In this ftile he went on crowing and clapping 
bi^ wings over a beaten cock, for our poor Kttl^ 
thampion feemed-dead upon the pst : Heniuti'* 
tered fomething Jietween his teeth,- as if ftrugu 
gling to pronounce fome name diat ftuck inhis 
ihroat; but either diere was in fii&no contemn 
porary, whom he thought ii fafe to oppofeitd 
thefe Goliahs in ithe lifts, or none were pre&nt 
to his mind at this moment. 

Alas I thought . I, year caufe, my beloved 
contemporaries, is defpcratc: Fa Fiat's! Yoti 
are hut <luft in. the icale, while this Bnmt^ 

dircd^ 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



K 147. THB OBSERVER. 237 

d^irej^s the beam* All that I have admired 
and applauded in my zeal for thofe with whom 
Lha^iiired and ftlU live y all that has i|ithetto 
made jny hicart expand with pride and reverence 
fyt Ihe age and nation I belong to^ will be im« 
«ioJdted to liic ijianes of thefe departed worthies^ 
vbom, thc^i^h I revere, I cannot love and cherifli 
with that fympathy of foul, which I feel towards 
ymi% my dqar but degenerate contemporaries ! 
. There was a young man, fitting at the dbow 
of the little creft-fallen fellow, with a rouiM 
cferical curl, which tokened him to be a fon of 
Ae church, ^Having fdently awaited the fuH 
time for a rally, if any fpirit of refurreflion had 
been left in the fallen hero, and none fuch ap- 
pearing, headdrefled himfelf to the challenger 
with an air fo modeft, but withal fo impreffivc, 
thait! it was impoifible not to be prejudiced in his 
&yo\^, before he opened his caufe. 

^' I cannot wonder," faid he, '' if the gen- 
** <tkman, who has challenged .us to produce a 
<^ pacalkl to any one of the great names be has 
^' enumerated, finds us unprepared with any 
'^ living rival to thofe illuftrious charaiSlers : 
^^ Their fame, though the age in which they 
^< lived did not always appreciate it as it ought, 
" hath yet been rifing day by day in the efteem 

C4 ^^f 
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^ ofpofierity, till time hath ftampt a kindrf 
^ fitcredneTs upon it, which it wodd now be t 
^ litiraiy impiety to Uafpheme. There arf 
•* feme amongft thoT^, whom their aiirocate 
^ hath named^ I cannot ijpeak or thloJc ^f but 
** with a pcvercrice only 'fiK>rt ^ idola^. -Nc* 
^ this nation only but all Etilrope hath beenen* 
^ lightened by their labours : The great prkicii 
«* pie of nature, the very law, upon which ^ 
^ whole iyftem of the univerfe mores and gra^ 
** vitates, hath been developed and demonJ- 
«* ftrated by the penetrating^ I had almoft faJd 
** the praeternatural, powers of our immortal 
*^ Newton. The prefcnt race of phile(qphei» 
^ can only be confidered as his difdj^s; but th^ 
•* arc difciplcs, who do honour to their mafter: 
■** If the principle of gravitation be the grand 
^ defideratum of philofophy, the diftrbvery i* 
<< with him, the application, inferences and ad* 
** vantages of that difcovery are with thofei 
^^ who fucceed him; and can we accufe th(j 
!•* prcfent age of being idle or unable to avail 
*' themfelves of the ground he gave them ? Let 
** me^remind you that our prefcnt folar fyftem 
^' is furniflied with more planets than Newton 
»** knew ; that our late obfcrvations upon the 
** tranflt of the planet Venus were decifive fof 
'le proof and confirmation of his (yftem ; that 

*^ we 
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<« we have circumnavigated the globe agam and 
** again j that we can boaft the rcfearches and 
** difiroveries of a Captain Cook, who, though 
**'he did not invent the compafs, employed it as 
** no man ever did, and left a map behind him^ 
*^ compared to which Sir Ifaac Newton's was a 
^ flieet of nakednefs and error : It is with gra-^ 
^ vitation therefore as with the loadftone ; theii' 
** powers have been difcovered by our predeccf- 
** fors, but we have put them to their nobleft 
^ ufes. 

*• The venerable names of Bacon and Locke 
^ were, if I miftake not, mentioned in the fame 
** xHsfs with Newton, and though the learned 
^ gentleman could no doubt have made his k* 
*• legion more numerous, I doubt if he couM 
^ have made it ftronger or more to the purpofe 
*• of his own aflfertions* 

• I have always regarded Bacon as the father 
*• of philofophy in this country, yet it is no 
•* breach of candor to obferve that the darknefs 
^ of the age, which he enlightened, affords a fa- 
•* vourablc contrail to fet ofiF the fplendor of 
*^ his talents : But do we, who applaud him, 
*^ read him ? Yet, if fuch is our veneration for 
** times long fince gone by, why do we not ? 
*' The feft is, intermediate writers have dif- 

** feminated 
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, •* ieminated his original matter through, mof^ 
*' pleafing vehicles, and we concur, whether 
•^ commendably or not, to put his volumes up^ 
*' the fuperannuated lift^ allowing him bowcv^ 
<^ an unalienable compenfation upon our prai£^ 
" and referving to ourfelves a right of tajciog 
** him from the flielf, whenever we are difpofed 
" to fmk the merit of a more recent author b/ 
" a comparifon with him* I will not therefore 
«' difturb his venerable duft, but turn without 
« further delay to the author of the Eflay upoa 
** the Human Underftanding. 

" This Eflay, which profefles to define cveijr 
*' thing, as it arifes or pafles in the mind, muft 
*' ultimately be compiled from obfervations of 
*' it's author upon himfelf and within himfclf** 
" Before I compare the merit of this work 
** therefore with the merit of any other man's 
^ work of our own immediate times, I muft 
" compare what it advances as general to maft- 
" kind with what I perceive within my parti- 
" cular felf J and upon this reference, fpeaking 
" only for an humble individual, I muft own to 
** my ihame, that my underftanding and th^ 
" author's do by no means coincide either in dflp^ 
** finitions or ideas. I may have reafon to Ja- 
** ment the inaccuracy or the fluggifhnefs of my 

« ow« 
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* t>wn fenfes and pcrccptionsjbut I cannot fubmif' 
** to any fhan^s doftrinc againfl: their tonviftion : 
^ I will only'&y that Mr. Locke's mefaphyfJcs 
^ are not my metapbyficis, and, as it would ,bd 
^ an ni'compHment to any one oJF our contem- 
^ poraries to compare him with a wrtter, who 
^ to me IS unintelligiWe, fo will I hope it cart 
** never be confidered as a refleftion upon fo 
<* great a name as Mr. Locke's, not to be imdfcr- 
« flood by fo infignificant a man as myKlt 
' «< Well, fif," eried the fuUeri gentleman WitR 
^ fneer, ^* I think you have contrived to difpatch 
^ our philosophers ; you have now only a few 
^* obfcure poets to difmifs in like manner, and 
^ you will have a clear' field fot yourfelf and 
^^ your friends*/'' 



N^ CXLVIIL 



Ingenih non iUe favet plaudiigut Jkpidtis^ 
Noftrafed impugnat^ nos mjlraque Uvidus cdit^ » 

(horat.) . 

THE farcaftiC fpeech of the old Snarler, with 
which we concluded the laft paper, being 
uhdefcrved on the paft of the pcrfon, to whom it 
VoXi. V. R was 
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was applied^ was very pn^erly dUregar ded ; and 
the clergyman proceeded as fUlows :— 

*< The poets you have naoied will nerer bc^ 
<* mentioned by me but widi a degree of endiu- 
^Viiafin, Wbicik I ihoiild rather exped to* be ac- 
^* cufed of carrying to excels than of erring ia 
<f the oppofitB extreoRe, had you :n6t put me on 
*^> my guard: agalnft. partiality by changing me 
<^ with it beforehamL I (hall therefore without 
^ further apology or pre&ce begin with Shake- 
*^' fpear, fw& named by you and firft in £une as 
^ well as time : It would be madoefs in me to 
<^ Aink of, bringing any poet now Uvfng. into 
^< competition withShakefpear; but I hope ii 
^ will not be thought madnef§, or any thing re- 
^< fembling it, to obferve to you^ that it is not 
*< in the nature of things pofSble for any poet to 
^ appear in an age.fo4)oliibed as this of our 's, 
^^ who can be brought into any critical compa- 
*< riibn with that extraordinary and eccentric 
•* genius. : 

« F6ir let us ^onfider the two great ftHkitig 

^^ fekut^s of his drama, fubiimity and character. 

-« NbW fiiblimity involves fentiment and cxpref- 

' *^ Son 'p the firft of thefe is in the foul oftbe 

<^ poet ; it is that portion of infpi ration, wbi<:b 

<* we peHbmfy when we call it the Mufey fo 

8 ^ "for 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



<^ ftt I nrii free io^^khoWleigf th^tt fe n6 im. 
« mediae reafott ta.be giv^n, #R^ h^r rMts 
«« fliotlrB W coiififtdt^tWa^/ ag6, .fta^i<^ 61* pfer- 
^ foh 5 fhc'may ir^tfr* h^aft (rfth^f6e<<)h fhfe 
<* Ibares 6f foirfa thre^tfibtifknd ye*rs a^^ of 
•« <<ii the traiiks of A^Gam bi^ lfe-<rt ffie <9rrf<^nt 
«* fnoment j bttt fo ftr as langttage Is tioft^erflecf, 
« 1 may ventttre td fay Aatf iriodem dft9fJon wiH 
^ never ftrite tUddcth ttkfs Hirifli tJiat awful kind 
«• of magic, ^Weh atitrquity give« tW A<ro^ flni 

* pftr^fe^ iioldriger in fafeiliarufe: In thfe re- 
<• fpeA our ghiat dranwrtic poet haWi th a*^n- 
« tagc dfi^r his *ffa^t idefcenJant^, - Which he 
^ tmti' to tiitte,-irt* WhWh of cbUrfelsone 
<* fttdre/ thah he feiridebtei fb^ to fchi 6Wi\ pre- 

* cmUnent igehltfs. ' As for charaftgl*,' inrhieh 1 
^ fuggdled as ohe of th^ two m6ft ^rildi^g fea- 
« iuT^i" of ShaScdfpedr's drama, {6r afi Wtt^t 
•* words the true* atrf' p6i?fi^a deftAdatt<m of 
^ nature), m this ckir poet is indeed a #iiifteV 
« unVjvalied ; yet who iji^ill n6t sdRW^r 49»e ha^py 
^coincidence df Htni? for this perf<*£iiOn \h a 
•* '^rittr of t!hi dranii ? The dtflfcrent ordirt^ of 
<* men, which Shafcefpear faw and copied, are 
<•' in many in'ftaAcesFe>rtin6l, and fttch my(Lhavii 
** fte charmi cfT Novelty at Icaft in our eyes: 
^ And has ' the modern dramatift the fame rich 

' R a ** and 
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'* and various field of cbarafieir ? The level 
^ manners of a polilhed age furnifli little choice 
^ to an audior, who now enters on the taflc, ifi 
** which fuch numbers have gone before him, 
<< and fo exhaufted the materials^ that it is juftly- 
^ to be wondered ^t^ when any thing like va« 
^ riety can be ftrucic out. Dramatic chara<Sers 
*^ are pourtraits drawA, from nature, and if all 
'^ the fitters have a family likenefs, the artift 
^ muft either depart from the truth, or preferye 
^} the refemblancei in 4ike manner the ^ poet 
^ muft ejther inyent chacat^ers of which there 
^ is no « counterpart in exij^ence, or expofe 
^ himfelf ;to .the danger of an infipid and tire* 
^ (bme repetitioi^: Tp^^dd to his difficulties it 
^ io happens, that the pr6(ent,age, whilft it.fur*- 
** niihes lefs variety to his choice, requires 
^^ i^prc.than everfor it*s own amufemcnt; the 
<* djgnky pf the ftage.muft of courfe be profti« 
" tuted to the unnatural , rpfourccs of a wild 
^ imagination,, and it\ propriety difturbed ^ 
<* mufic will fupplythofe-^rcfources for a timey 
** and accordingly we find the French and £n- 
*^ glifh theatres in,the dea^f^h of chara£ler feeding 
i' upon theairy diet of found^but this, with all the 
^* fupport that fpe^cle can. gf vc^ is but a flimfy 
• 6 " fuJ^fti^u^c** 
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^ fubftitute, whilft the public whofe tafte in 
' " Ae mean time becbrpcs vitiated— — 

... ^^^r^mmeiiia inter carmuta fo/cunt 
^ , Jut Ur/um out PugUis^^-^^ 

« the latter of which monftrous proftitutions 
^< we have lately .feenooraiatioiial ftage mbfir 
f< fliamcfuHy expofed to.,_ •- 

<< .By comparing the di&rent ages of poetry 
«^ inour own country with thofe of Greece, wi 
^ (hall find the efit As agree in eaeh i for as the 
^refinement of manners took place, : the lan- 
<< guage of poetry became alfo more refined, and 
^« 'With greater cotrt&ndCa ^adlefs energy and" 
<< forcb; the ftili of4;he poet, like the chara^rd 
^* of the people, takes i brighter polifb, which^' 
f< whilft it fmooths away it'^s form^ afperities 
" and protuberances^ weakens the ftaple of it's 
^< fabric, and. what it gives to the elegance and' 
** delicacy of ■ it's complexion, takes awiay from 
•* the ftrength and ftnndineft of it's conftitution. 
^ Whoever will compare -Sfchyliis with Euri-' 
*• pides and Ariftophanes wfth Menander, wiff 
«^ need no other illuftration of this remark. 

« Confider only the inequalities of Shake-' 

«* fpear's dramas j examine not only one with 

** another, bat compire evea'fcene withlcene 

** in the lame play t Did ever the imagination 

R 3 «* of 
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" of m^ run riot iptp ijicfc wiW and.c^pofit» 
« extremes ? ^oidd fhis b? 4Qnp>.or>beiq|;4^?» 
«* would it be fuflfered in the prefent age ? How 
** many of thefe plays, if afied as they were on- 
** ginally w^itte^^ would now be permitted to 
^ pais? Ca^ ivehavea ftronger proof: o£ the 
^ barbarous tafte of tbofe time% in whidi Tkut 
^ Andronicus firft appeared, than the bur^Qur^ 
H which that horrid i^pe£bde was roceiyed' whh f 
tf yet of this we are alSmd by Ben Jtko&m, K 
^ |lu» pby WIS Sbakrfpfear^$) it wa$:hi»Jril pro- 
<5 du^on, and fomf pf. his he& commentators 
¥ *re of opinion it wtsm&uaUy-writteii by htfi,^ 
<f wHilft l^ roTiieid! tt Stratford 19011 Aw>n. 
*J Ifad. Ais prAdacJHoii. b^pn fcdJpwed by th« 
« tte^ p^rts qf H^nry U^ Sp$% by l*ave*« 
*^ J^\iP w Mft> tk^ Two Gentkmfsi j^f Vetonaj 
H tt^^^^Com^y ^f Krifprs* or fome few o$hers, 
*f ^hi9h43«r (UgQ <*oe%i|ofc tttPflnpt4o rftforPb; 

^l ^^it ?;ritic mwft hav^ M a y^ry fii^gM?^ de** 
*f gree ipf intuitipn> «Fba bftd difcoficf ed ,^ thpfft 
^^ djan^ a gen^^ capably q£ pjo^^i^g^the 
*f l^ac^^. How w<H^ld a ypipig. author he 
" received in tj^^pfieffnttime^ wl^o ^^4a^;i^e 
« ]^$^ firft effay >pfQ;;e tl^e ppWj<^ Witb fi^ch a 
'\f pi^ce s^s Tifu§ A9^J^?ftM5^s.? Now* if w^iV* 
'^ Ay^f ftot^d in %iftg tltefe are $5V wl <^f Sfe^jfee*' 
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f^ fyssa's dramas, yfbkh eodd not Kve upon put 
^ prcfent Aage at any rat^ and fiew^ if any, tfi^t 
f ' would pafs widioot juft ceofure in many part^ 
^* wane A»y repnerented in their original felte^ 
^ we. niuft acknowledgf jt^te ^A rea(bn that 
H our 'li^ng acithor^ ftandi^ in awe of their 
^< aijbdiifhcQs, dare not aim at tbo& bold ^iid inre«f 
^ guhr flight^ of imagination, PAkh carried ouf 
^ bard to fuch ^ height of fame 1 and therefore 
ff itwasthajtlise^turedi^ileagota/ky, there 
¥ caiv^^ no :p0et iii a poHflied and critical age 
^ like this, «rh^ can bt brought into any iair 
^. comparifim with fo bold and eccentric ^ 
^genius as Shakdijpear^ of whom we may fay 
f* with Horape-r? 



Tevtavit q^oque rem^ fi ^$ne. njterterf fojet^ . . , 
Et placuit Jibif naturq fublimis et acer s 
t^amfbtraX tragicumjatis, etfiliciter atfdtt s ^ 
' '* ' Sedturpem putat infcrittis fnetuitquebturam. 

^ When ! iirtnng to my r6col}eftion the fcycral 
•• periods of our Englifti drama fince the age of 
^ ShakcQ^ear^' I cotdd name many dates, wheii 
Hit 4»S'b*eiiiin hands fei' irrferior to the pte- 
^ lent, ^nd ^ere it my purpofe to enter into 
'^ particulars', I fhould not finruple to appeal to 
^ fiiycral dramatic produAions withm the com- 
• K j^ « pafs 
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f^ paisofoucown tiaie«»biitag.thetaflcoffepa* 
^ raring and fdedtng^one Arom aaodieramoogft 
,^'.Qur own cooteii^)orarie8 ^w nevtr-bc a- 
,^ plcafant taft, nor one I would williogljr ^agage 
*^ in, I will CQOtcntjmjrfdf with referring to ^>iir 
f< ilock of. modern ,adiog plxp ; many, of which 
<* having 4>8fled the ordeal of critics, (whofpeak 
«* the Ame Jangjuage 3WtIi whatiiiayejaftjiov 
** heard, and ?ure continually crying down Aofe 
^ they live, with) may iperhapsr take, there turn 
^ with pofterity, and be hereafter as pait^lly 
^ Overrated, iipoiqt a c^mparifon with (;be produo* 
^ dons of the^age Vo c^me, as they are joowmtt' 
^^.dervalued wb^a qon^parod with thofepf the 
** ages paft, > . . . , . _ 

*« With regard to Milton, if we comU not 
«* name any oile epic poet of our natjpn fincc 
** his time, it would be faying no more of its 
« than m^y be faid of the world \n geneial from • 
^< the aera of Homer to'that of VirgiL Greece 
<* had oiie ftandard epipppetj Rome^b^d uo 
♦« more; Er^land father >Milton, ..If^JJ^dcn 
".pronounced th^t fhe forc^ of nature mM no 
^'/urtber p^ he w^s ^t once ^ good aiii*ofity 
•« and a ftropg e^mpje of the truth ofj^ ^ffpt^ 
'' rton : If his i;eniu§ fl^nk fiom ih^.iujder*^ 

« ^ing,. cw.w^ .wQi^pr^ ti^MJm-imy^. 

^' taken 
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^* taken it up ? Yet we wJH not forget Leonidas, 
** nor fpeak flightly of it's merit; and as death 
*^ilids reffidved the worthy author where he cin- 
^ not hear ourpraifes, th^ world may now, as ih 
♦« thc<:afe of Milton heretofore be fo much the 
«* more forward to beftow them. If the Samp^ 
*« fon Agoniftes is nearer to the fimplicity of it's 
«* Giveian original than either our own Elfrida 
<< or CaraSacus, thofe dramas have a tender id^ 
" tereft", a pathetic delicacy, which in that ar« 
♦' wanting i and* though Comus has every 
«< duurih of language, it has a vein of allegory, 
<^ that impovi?rHhcs the mine. 

•* The variety of Dryden's genius was fucK 
^ as to preclude comparifon, were I difpdccf to 
^ attempt it. Of his dramatic produ^ons he 
^ bcmfeif declares tkit he never ivroU any tlnng 
<« im ilmi^^tmy U pleafe himfeifbut his All fir Love. 
** Fw em tinder arms he lived in a continual 
^ ftaee "of poetic warfare with his contempora- 
^ riesjigalliiig and galled by turns ; he fubiified 
** adfo^byiftxpedients^ aninccclfity, which forced 
<* his geiiiasiittto quicker growth than was na*.^ 
^ tural to it^ made a rich harveft but flovenly 
^. huibandry ; it drove him alfo into a duplicity 
f* of charai^r that is painful to refleft upon ; it 
^ put bimrail at e9ie within himfelf, and verifieif 

*« the 
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.„*^ Pofyj^B.vjEpfiflwtipn gd¥c thip]$^iWflA,^0^- 
H\ wg polifti *o»* <Hi»' EngliCk p^«tiyii^JHVi^fi*t 

*> tis tQA^lllhiow «jrr«<a, but nbt <ip boW^hw 
<^?(k$i)n miQ>firiintkfic0l m it'4 to«fii/bttt' npt fo 
fiftrikii^.bi itfa cffitt^: Revitew Wm wt exilic, 
** iaii^ r^vif V. Wna lAtrOugh^^V J^u «itt pro- 

vV^^^g^^H r^iiijn AS cm ertihnfiaft pod wa-* 
*fr wnp Jw*Ja i^niU you ciMwaot ^oeftife birti 
f' your approbation^ but your' nptuq^ you. Wil) 

,,/^ Bu( yqu^fvtii (ciU.me tbi&cUfsisitfi^^af^V t^ 
5< tb^ qx^?fti<jw mj^^m^ .zn^'thaii insReti df 
t* fettling JW^«^4^dCjr be^wfteaoyjtior'paets, rit « 
^', liif^i^ (or.sm?.'t9.JiX^4ufi»myi«wn: '.For' ibis I 

t^.tq^po^.i^fi^s,ft%}^uothl|r^ytl^w.i#tacfl^lpa- 

".,y^.^ .Pte?.?c^5 v.wWft-. I -fu^miifei a ifcw aiii- 
*^ 59.ting,.9Wftflpr^iQiiS.iij ti|fif,J)p||atf; BOta^ 
'« ^ a;)('\ver.t9.yQHr ^ftHgng^^ but;- ^r an cffibrt 
'' tp foft^a >;,9wr ^Qq^^mpt , l,.o>n£a&^-to you f 

_ -. . f^ the 
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S< tjie ftnength of Dry4cn ii> o^r I^ftc Churchill, 
f^ ml th^ fweetiw:($ pf fopq in onr lam«nt«d 
f* Qol^finitl^: Enii^tur^ s^ I ^ngi with the lyre 
«f of "TiipQth^MS if> tl)9 Ec^ft of Al«x4n4er, I 
♦< contemplate with ^wfui4^ightQray'? enthiu 
1^ fiaftic bar4-^: 

P» iz ^ocl, ivhofe haughty hro'W 
' Frcwns a^er 614 Cowway^s foaming fiood» 

• ^oh^dinthe fable garb of nvoe, 

With haggard eye's the Foetftocdi " ' ^ * 

(Loofe his beard and hoary hair 

ftreoM^dlike m meteor to the tr9MedaSr,X 

And twkh a mafter*s hand emd propbffsjire 

• .- Struck fke desp'forrows qfhis lyre, ' 

..': . ' ; ^> ': . . ' 
f^ Let the living mufeSefpeak 

** have all the warmth of a fi 

*' prefumptjon of a chartipion 

*^ now fo loudly . praife yvhc 

^^ world as loud in defamation 

^ are now paying the debts ol 

^ and atoning for their injuftice ; pofterity will 

^* in like manner atone for your's. 

" You mentioned the name of Addifon in 

*5 your lift, not altogether as a poet I prefume, 

" but rather as the man of morals,. the reformer 

^ of manners and the friend of religion ; with 

" ^fFcftion 
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** affedion I fubferibe itiy tribtitc to his literary 
•* feme, to hi^ amiable ch^riRer : In fwce theft 
^ and fimplfcity of *ftile,* in punty afed perfpw 
** cuity of fentiment he is a model' to all cflayiifs. 
^* At the fame time I fee! tHc honeft pride of a 
•* contemporary in recalling to your memory *tfS 
^ name of Samuel Johnfon, who as a moral and 
«* religious effayift, as an jaciite and penetrating 
^ critic, as a nervous and elaborate poet, aa 
^ excellent grammarian and a general fcholar 
•* ranks with the firft names in literature. 

^^ Njot having named anHiftori^n in your lift 
«* of illuftrious men, ydu have precluded me 
** from adverting to the hiftories of Hume, 
•* Robertfon, Lyttelton, Henry, Gibbon and 
^ others, who are a hoft of writers^ whidS 
•* all antiquity cannot equal," 

Here the clergyman concluded : The conver- 
iation no^/fr grew defultory and iininterefting^ 
an4 i returned home, ^ 



I ; .^ ; .. . r . ..J - ?^' 
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N'CXLIX. 

^^sfcit an adpciojii Ih^ema en^mo'Jumm^ 
T^mpOTU Dii Superi ? (hojia'T^) . 

TO-morrow is thp day, which procr:aftina- 
tion always promifes to enfiploy and ne- 
ver overtakes : l^Iy correfpondent Tom Tortot/cj 
whofe letter I fha^l 410W lay before the put)Hc, ' 
feenis to have made thefe promifes and broken 
them as often as moft men. 



To THB OBSERVER/ . . 

I have bten refolvhig td write to* thee reviery 
mormng for thefe two* months, but {pniet^i^tMr 
other has ^ways come athwart my refolutionttoi 
put it by. Iti the ficft pbce:I flrobld'ihaiKe.told 
thee &at aufit Qer&ude was taken grievoufly> 
ikrky and had a mighty defire to fee.. thee upon 
affairs of confequence ^ but as I was: in* d^tUyi 
hopes fhe would mend and be aUetta>^write to 
Aeeherfelf, (for every 1>ody you know under-*' 
ffand^ their owniitifinefs heft) i.lJiDUght.i^auid 
wait till (he got well enough to tell her o^n ftory ; 
Imt alas T ffae dUrindM and dwindM^a^fray till 
file dlpd; fo^ if &e had. any feccets, *diey are 

buried 
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buried with her^ and there's an end of Ikit 
matter. 

Another thing I would fiiin have wrifttn to 
thet abMf was to ^itfk^ tmof the dtetacfii^^^ 
aMldW) one John Jenkyns, l»ha bad imed k 
friend of thine, Sir Theodore Thimble, as^his 
houfe ftewahJ, and offered hifnfclf to me in fce 
fame capacity : But this was only my own atif^r 
do you }ee, (o I put it t>y from day to day, and Lit 
the me^n time took the raical upon his word 
without a chara£ler : Biit if he ever had one, he 
would have, loft it in my fervice, for he pkiit- 
dered me without mercy, and at laft made off 
with a prfetty rduiidfuni of my money, which I 
haver never beenrable to get any wind of^ ptoba- 
Uybecaufe I nener took the tnotthbto mttlam^ 
eiK{airy4 "> - - . ^^^t*- 

I now fit down toiet ]^it kriow fon Tom It 
come ftom Oxford, and a ftrapping fine feUow 
he 18 gnxwn of Us agex Ife hat a nMghty4otlgrt 
mg ta kt out upon his travels to fevei{p\ ^h^ 
which you muft knblv ktto$ to me a very foriife 
conteitiRaydunghid, whorhaa only^ept^hts^fiift 
tenn and not eemipleted lAs nineteenth jrfeai' $ ib 
I oppoled hit whim manfidly, whkh I thin^ yoit 
^H appioire of, for I recblk£licd theopimdB ymt 
^aweupm diis fubjcA when hft here, and quoteA 

it 
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\ii ^pi9&i^«$:^ To do bim juftice he fairly, of-i 
fettd lo be tukd by your advice, and will d aye 
to WfiU-tQ'y^a oo the matter ; Uic ona thinjr or 
0(ber a]wa^ .ftpod in tl)e w»y, ai^d in the n\^n 
tiiiMf cwie Jord Ramble in his wayto Dover, ^an4 
being a great qfony of Tom's and very eager, for; 
W cemfiSinyT ^^ ^^ letter comi^ig from yon 
(mrhtcb indeed I acquit you of, not having writ- 
ten ta yout oti the fubjetSl) away the youagftcra 
W€nt t^etherf and probably before this arc upoit 
f retjcb ground* Pray tejl me what you think 
of this trip^. which appears to me but a.v*'ilc-^ 
gQdfe kind of a chace, and if I live till to-morrow. 
I intend to write Tom a piece of my mind t^. 
that purpofe, and .giv^.^him a few vrhciphmc 
)unt$, which I bad pifttpj^ther for.our partipg, 
but had not time juft thca to communicate tQ 
hl»v.» 

I iottnd very fbortly to brufh \ip your QU^K-' 
ters in town, 46 my foUcitoc write&.me word 
CTpiy thing is at a ftftid for ,want of my. app9firr 
aace : What dilatory doings muft we exp^p- 
e^e, who have to do with the l^w ! putting ^ofF 
fiom. month to month ac.d year to year : I wor^T 
der menofbufmefs are not afhamed of them- 
felves J a& for me, I (hoiuild have beei^^ up and 
^HRongft I^ff^ ^^ enough ago^ if it had not 

been 
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been for one tUng or another that hampered me 
about my journey : Hoffes are for ever felling 
lame, and ferriers are fuch lazy raicals> that be- 
fore one can be cured, another cries out; and 
now I am in daily extJeftation- of my fatrourite 
brood-mare dropping a foal, which I am in great 
hopes will prove a cdt, and therefore I cannot be 
abient at die timt, for a mafter's eye you know 
is every thing in thofe cafes : Befides I (hoald 
be forry to come up in this dripping feafon, and 
as the parfon has begun praying for fair weadier^ 
I hope it will fct in ere long in ^ood earneft, and 
that it will pleafe God to make it pleafant tra^^ 
veiling. 

You will be pleafed to hear that I faiean foort 
tb make a job of draining the marfll in front of 
myhoufe: Every body allows that as foon as 
there is a channel cut to the river, it will be 
as dry as a bowling-green and as fine meadow 
land as any on my cftate : It will alfo add confi- 
derably to the health as well as beauty of our fi- 
•tuation, for at prefent 'tis a grievous- eyea-fore^ 
and fills us with fogs and foul air at fuch a rate, 
that I have had my whole family down with the 
ague all this fprin^ : Here is a fellow ready to 
Undertake the job at a very eafy expence and 
will complete it In a week, fo that it wll foon be 

done 
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done when oitce begun; therefore you fee I 
need not hurry myfdf for fetting about it, but 
wait till Icifure and opportunity fuit. 

I am forry I can fend you no better news of 
y&tLT old friend the vicar ; he is fadfy oufr of 
fdrts : You mutt know the incumbent of SkW" 
in^f he-Wild f died fome time ago^ and as the 
living ties fo handy to my own pa#i(h I had al- 
ways intended it fdr our friend, and had promifed 
him again and again : When behold ! time flipt 
away unperceived, and in came my lord bifbop 
of the diocefe v^th a parfon of his own, .ready 
cut and dried, and claimed it as a lapfed living, 
when it has been mine and my anceftors any 
time thefe five hundred years for aught I know : 
If thefe are not nimble doings I know not what 
are : Egad ! a man need have all his eyes about 
him, that has tx> do with thefe bifliops. If I had 
been avirare of fuch a trick being played me, I 
would have hoifted the hoheft vicar into the pid- 
pit before the old parfon, who* is dead ahd,gone^ 
had been nsailed in his coffin ; for no man loves 
lefe to be* taken napping (a& they call it) than I 
do ; and as for the poor vicar 'tis furprizing td 
fee how he takes to heart die ^ifappointiheftt$ 
nS(rherea$ I tell him he has nothing for it but to 
9UtHve tiie young fellow, who ba^ jum^ iilCd 

Vol.* V. S hi« 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



a3« THE OBSERVER. J^* 149. 

bis flioes, and then let us fee if any bifhop fhall 
jockey us with the like jade's trick for the fti^ 
ture, 

I have now only to requeft you will fend me 
down a new almanack, for the year wears out 
apace, and I am terriWy puzzled for want <fl 
knowing how it goes, and I love to be regidar* 
If there is any thing I can do for you in thcfe 
];>arts, pray employ me, for I flatter myfelf you 
believe no man living would go further, or more 
readily fly to do you fervicethan your's to com* 
mand, * 

Thomas Tortoise, 

Alas ! though the wife men in all ages have 
been calling out as it were with one voice for us 
to know ourfehes^ it is a voice that has not- yet 
reached the ears or underftanding of my corre^ 
fpondent Tom Tortoifc. Somebody or other 
hath left us another good maxim, never to put 
off till to-morrow what we can do to-day.'^-^Whe'- 
ther he was indeed a wife man, who firft 
broached this maxim, I'll not take on myfelf to 
ipronounce, but I am apt to think he would be no 
fool, who obferved it. 

If all the refolutions, promifes and engage* 
menu of To-day, that lie over for To-morrow, 

were 
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were to be futnmed up and polled by items, 
what a cumbrous load of procraflinations would 
be transferred in the midnight crifis of a mo* 
mcnt ! Something perhaps Jike the followiAg 
jnight be the outline of the deed, by which To- 
<lay might will and devife the aforefaid contin- 
gencies to its heir aad fucceflbr. 

" Confcious that my exiftence is drawing tP 
*' its cldc, I hereby devife and make over to piy 
^^ natural heir and fuceeflbr all my right anf} 
** title in thofe many vows, promifes and obliga- 
*' tlons, which have beenib liberally made totn,^ 
" by fundry perfons in my life time, but which 
'^ ftill remain unfulfilled on their part, and flan^ 
" out againft them : But at the fame time that 
" I am heartily dcfirous all engagements, fair 
** and lawful in their nature, may be punctually 
*' complied with, I do moft willingly cancel, all 
** fuch as are of a contrary defcription ; hereby 
*^ releafmg and difcharging all manner of per- 
** fons, who have bound themfelves to me under 
*• rafh and inconfiderate refplution?, from the 
*' performance of which evil might enfuc to 
*' themfelves, and wrong or violence be done to 
<^ fociety. 

** In the firft place I defire my (aid heir and 

f ^ fucceflbr will call in all thofe debts of con- 

S 2 ** fciencC| 
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« fciencc, which have been incurred by, and are 
ic due from, certain defeulters, who ftand pledged 
u to repentance and atbnement, of all which iift- 
«« mediate payment ought b juftice and difcre- 
^ tion to be rigoroufly exaflcd from the ftveral 
^ parties, forafmuch as every hour, by which 
^ they outrun thfeir debt, weakens their fecu- 

tt rity. 

^ It is my furthcrvwH and defire^ that all tiiofe 
^ Free livers and pfofeft voluptuaries, who have 
«* wafted the hours of my'exiftence in riot and 
*< debauchery, may be made to pay down tSieir 
*« lawful quota of fide ftomachs and aching . 
*** heads, to be levied upon them feverally by 
«< poll at the diferetioa of my heir and fuc- 
«« ceflbr* 

<« Whereas I am apprized of many dark deal- 
" ings and malicious defigns now in actual exe- 
^ cution to the ^reat annoyance of fociefy and 
«* good-fellovrfliip, I earnefily recommend 'the 
^ deteflion of all fuch evil-minded perfons with 
*« To-morrow*s light, heartily hoping they will 
<« meet their due fliame, punifhment and difap>- 
•< pointment : And I fincerely wifh that every 
.** honeft man, who hath this night gone to reft 
«^ with a good reputation, may not be deprived 
« ofTormorrow's repofe by any bafeeiForts, 

« which 
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« Ydjich Slander, who works ia the dgrk, may. 
^ conjure up to take it from hinu 

*^ It is with fmgular fatisfaSion I have been 
*« made privy to fundry kind and charitable be-, 
« nevolences, that have been privately beftowe4 
*< upon, the indigent and diftreft, witljo^tany 
*« oftentation or parade on the part of the givers, 
** and I do thereupon ftriSly er^oin and require 
*^ a fair and impartial account to be taken of 
*« the fame by my lawful heir and fucceflbr, (be 
*« the amount what it may) that intereft for the 
*^ &me maybe put into immediate courfe of 
** payment j whereby the parties fo intitled may 
** enjcq^, as in juftice th^y ought to do, all thofe 
« con*forts, blcffings and rewards, which talents 
<« (b employed are calculated tp prodyce. 

" All promifes made by men of power to their 
«' dependants, and all verbal engagements to 
*' tradefmen on the fcore of bills, that lie ove^ 
*' for To-morrow, I hereby cancel and acquit; 
** well affured they were not meant by thofe, who 
** made them, nor expeSed by any, who receive^ 
*^ them, then to be made good and fulfilled. 

<« To all gamefters, rakes and revellers, who 

^« (hall be found out of bed at my deceafe, I be- 

« queath rotten conftitutions, reftlefs thought^ 

• ^ and f(tualid complexions ; but to all fuch re- 

S3 '' g"^^ 
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** gular and induftrious people, who rife with Ac 
•* fun and carefully refume their honeft occupa- 
*< tions, I gire the greatcft of all human bleA 
*< fmgs — health! of body, peace of mind an4 
** length of days. 

" Given under my hand, &c. itc. 

« To-Dav,- 



N^ CL, 

flcmo extra eft corpus Juum cum irafcitur. 

(F. 8YRU8.) 

IT is wonderful to me that any man will fur. 
render himfelf to be the flave of peevifh an4 
irafcible humours, that annoy his peace, impair 
his health and hurt his reputation. Who does 
not love to be greeted in fociety with a finile ? 
Who lives that is infenfible to the frowns, the 
fncers, the curfes of his neighbours ? What can 
be more delightful than to enter our own doors 
amidft the congratulations of a whole &mily^ 
and to bring a chearful heart into a chearfiil 
houfe? Foolifh, contemptible felf-tormentors 
^e are^ whom every little accident irritates, every 

flight 
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flight omiffion piques ! Surely we fhould guard 
our paffions as we would any other combufti- 
bles, and not fpread open the inflammable maga- 
zine to catch the firft fpark, that may blow it and 
ourfelves into the air. 

Tom Tinder is one of thefe touchy blockheads, 
whom no body can endure : The fellow has not 
a fingle plea in life for his ill temper j he does 
not want money, is not married, has a great deal 
of health to fparc and never once felt the flightefl: 
twinge of the gout. His eyes no fooner open 
to the morning light than he begins to quarrel 
with the weatlwr ; it rains, and he wanted to 
ride ; it is funfhine, and he meant to go a filh- 
ing ; he would hunt only when it is a froft, and 
never thinks of fkaiting but in open weather j in 
(hort the wind is never in the right quarter with 
this tefty fellow ; and though I could excufe a 
man for being a little out of humour with an 
cafterly wind, Tom Tinder fhall box the whole 
compafs, and never fet his needle to a fingle point 
of good humour upon the face of it. 

He now rings his beU for his fervant to begin 
the operation of drefllng him, a talk more tick- 
li(h than to wait upon the toilette of a monkey : 
As Tom fhifts his fervants about as regularly as 
be does his Ibirt, 'tis all the world to nothing if 
S 4 th« 
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tiie poor devil does not ftumUe at ftartlug ; or if 
by happy infpiration he fliould begin with the 
right foot foremoft, Tom has another in^ration 
ready at command to quarrel with him for not 
fttting forward with the left : To a certainty 
then the razor wants ftrapping, the (having water 
is fmoaked, and die devil's in the fellow for a 
dunce, booby and blockhead* 

Tom now comes down to breakfaft, and 
though the favage has the ftomach of an oftrich, 
there is not a morfel paiTes down his blafphem- 
ing throat without a damn to digeft itj 'twould 
be a lefs dangerous tafk to ferve in the n:K)rning 
meft to a fading bear. He then walks forth 
into his garden ; there he does not meet a plants 
which his ilUbumour does not engraft with thp 
bitter fruit of curfing j the wafps have pierced 
his neftarines ; the caterpillars have raifed con*- 
itributions upon bis cabbages, and the infernal 
blackbirds have eaten up all his cherries : Tom's 
Ibul is not large enough to allow the denizens 
^ creation a tafte of Nature's gifts, though 
erabundance of her 

out his farm ; there 

^ffes him at every cor- 

»bn't, has got amongft 

his 
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his turnips j the fmut has feized his wheat and 
his flieep arc felling down with the rot : All this 
is the fault of his bailiff, and at his door the 
blame lies with ^ proportionable quantity of 
bleffings to recommend it. He finds a few dry 
fticks pickt out of his hedges, and he blafts all 
the poor JA^his neighbourhood for a fet of thieves, 
pilftrer^nd vagabonds. He meets one of his 
tenants by the way, and he has a petition for a 
new gate to his farm-yard, or fome repairs to his 
dove-houfe, or it may be a new threfhing-floor to 
his barn — Hell and fury ! there is no end to the 
demands of thefe curfed farmers — His ilomach 
rifes at the requeil, and he turns afide fpeechlefs 
with rage, and in this humour pays a vifit to' his 
mafons and carpenters, who are at work* upon a 
building he is adding to hisof&ces: Here his 
choler inftead of fubfiding only flames more fu- 
riouily, for the idle rafcals have done nothing ; 
fome have been making holiday, others have 
gone to the fair at the next town, and the mailer 
workman has fallen from' the fcafFold, and keeps 
his bed with the bruifes : Every devil is con- 
jured up from the bottomlefs pit to come on 
earth and confound thefe dilatory mifcreants ; 
and now let him go to his dinner with what flo- 
mach he may. If an humble parfon or depen- 
dant 
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dant coufin expe£b a peaceful meal at his table, 
he may as well fit down to feed with Thyeftes or 
the Centaurs. After a meal of mifery and a 
glafs of wine, which ten to one but the inferxud 
butler has clouded in the decanting, he is fum- 
moned to a game at back-gammon : The parlbn 
throws fize-ace, and in a few more cafts covers 
all his points i the deviKs in the dice ! Tom 
makes a blot, and the parfon hits it 3 he takes 
up man after man, all his points are full and 
Tom is gammoned paft redemption— Can flefli 
and blood bear this ? Was ever fuch a run of 
luck ? The dice-box is flapt down with a ven- 
geance i the tables ring with the deafening crafb, 
the parfon fland$ aghaft, and Tom flamps the 
floor in the phrenzy of paffion-^-^Derpicable paf- 
Con ! miferable dependant ! — 

Where is his nej^t refource ? the parfon has 
fled the pit ; the back-gammon stable is clofed; 
,no chearful neighbour knocks at his unfocia! 
gate ; filcnce and night and folitude are his me-t 
lancholy inmates ; his boiling bofom labours like 
a turbid fea after the winds are lulled ; fhame 
flares him in the face ; confcience plucks at his 
heart, and to divert his own tormenting thoughts, 
he calls in thofe of another perfon, no matter 
whom— the firfl idle author that flands next to his 

hand ; 
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h^nd : he takes up a book ; 'tis a volume of co* 
medies ; he opens it at random j *tis all alike to 
him where he begins ; all our poets put together 
are not worth a halter 5 he ftumbles by mere 
chance upon The Choleric Man 5 'twas one to a 
thoufand he fhould ftrike upon that blafted play— . 
What an infernal title I What execrable non- 
fenfe ! What a canting, preaching puppy of an 
author ! — Away goes the poet with his play ^d 
half a dozen better poets than himfelf bound up 
in the fame lucklefs volume, the innocent fufFer^ 
crs for his offence, 

Tom now fits forlorn, difgufted, without a 
friend living or dead to chear him, gnawing his 
own heart for want of other diet to feed bis 
fpleen upon : At length he (links into a com-r 
fortlefs bed ; damns his fervant as he draws the 
curtains round him, drops afleep and dreams of 
the deviL 

Major Manlove is a near neighbour, but no 
intimate of Tom Tinder's : With the enjoy- 
ments, that refult from health, the major is but 
rarely Weft, for a body-wound, which he re- 
ceived in battle, is apt upon certain changes of 
the climate to vifit him with acute pains. He 
is married to one of the beft of women ; but 
(he too has impaired her health by nurfing him 

when 
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when he was .wounded, and is fubje^i to feverc 
rheumatic attacks. Love however has an opiate 
for all her pains, and domeftic peace pours a 
balfam into the huiband's wound. It is only \>j. 
the fcrutinizing eye of affection, that either can 
. difcover when the other fuffera, for religion has 
endued both hearts with patience, and neidier 
will permit a complaint to efcape, which might 
invite the fympathizing friend to fhare it's an- 
guifh. Diiabled for fervice, major Manlove has 
retired upon half-pay, and as he plundered 
neither the enemy's country nor his own during 
the war, he is not burthened with the fuperfluities 
of fortune; happily for him thefe are not 
amongft his regrets, and a prudent oeconomy 
keeps him ftrait with the world and indepen-* 
dant. 

One^ brave youth, trained under his own eye 
in the fame regiment with himfelf, is all the oSi 
fpring Heaven hath beftowed upon this worthy 
father, and in him the hearts of the fond parents 
are centered j yet not fo centered, as to (hut 
them againft the general calls of philanthropy, 
for in the village where they live tl^ey are be- 
loved and bleffed by every creature. The gar- 
den furniflics amufcment to Mrs. Maulovc, and 
when the (harp north caft does not blow pain 

into 
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into the major^s wound, he is occupied with his 
fj^rm: His trees, his crop, his cattle are hi^ 
nurfelings, and the poor diat labour in his fervice 
are his children and friends. To his fuperiors 
major Manlove deports himfelf with that grace- 
fid refpeil, that puts them in mind of their own 
dignity without diminifhing his ; to his inferiors 
he is ever kind and condefcending : To all men 
he maintains a natural fmcerity with a counter 
mnce fo expreffive of the benevolence, glowing 
in his heart, that he is beloved as foon as 
known, and known as foon as feen. With a 
foul formed for fociety, and a lively flow of 
fpirits, this amiable man no fooncr enters into 
company, than his prefence difFufes joy and glad- 
nefs over the whole circle : Every voice bids 
him welcome; every hand is reached out to 
greet him with a cordial ihake. He (its down 
'with a complacent fmile ; chimes in with the 
converfatibn as it is going, hears all, overbears 
none, damps nobody's jeft, if it is harmlefs ; 
cuts no man's ftory, if it is only tedious, and is 
the very life and foiil of the table. 

According to annual cuftom I pafled fome 
days with him laft autumn: There is a tranquil- 
lity, M^ich tranfpircs from the mafter and mif- 
trefs of this family through Qytry member be- 
longing 
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longing to It ; the fervants are few, but fo affi-* 
duous in their rctpeOivc ftations^ that you can 
no where be better waited on: The table is 
plain, but elegant, and though the major himlelf 
is no fportfoian, and has done carrying a gun, 
the kindnefs of his neighbours keeps him well 
fupplied with game, and every fort of rura} 
luxury, that their farms and gardens can furniOi* 
Nothing can be more delightful than the face of 
the country about him, and I was charmed with 
his little ornamented farm in particular: The dif% 
pofition of the garden, and the abundance of it's 
fruits and flowers befpeak Mrs. Manlove no 
common adept in that fweet and captivating 
fcience. 

One day as my friend and I were riding 
through his fields to enjoy the weftern breeze of 
a fine September morning, our ears were faluted 
with the full chorus of the hounds from a neigh- 
bouring copfe, and as we were croifing one 
of the paftures towards thcip, we heard two 
men at high words behind a thick hedgc^ 
that concealed them from our fight, and fooa 
after the found of blows, which feen\ed to be 
heavily laid on, accompanied with oaths and 
cries, that made us pu{h to the next gate with 
all the fpeed we could muftcr. One of the 
* combatants 
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combattants was lying on the ground, rbaring 
for mercy under the cudgel of his conqueror, 
who was belaboring him at a furious rate: 
The perfcm of the viftor was unknovm to major 
Manlove ; the vanquiflit foon made him recog- 
nize the rueful features of Tom Tinder, who 
called upon the major by name to interpofc and 
fave him from being murdered. 

This was no fooner done than the cudgeller, 

.who was a fturdy clown, gave us to underftand, 

Jthat he had been doing no more than every 

Englifliman has a right to do, returning the 

Joan of a blow with proper intereft to the lender : 

This the proftrate hero did not deny, but afferted 

that the nSczi had headed the hare as fhe was 

breaking cover, and turned her into the wood 

agaiii, by which means he had fpoilt the day's 

Iport.— And did you this defignedly ? faid the 

-major.— Not I, matter, replied the countryman, 

as Heaven (hall judge me ! I love the fport too 

well to fpoil it wilfully : But if I was travelling 

along the road juft as pufs was popping through 

.the hedge, could I help it ? am I in the fault ? 

Andfhould this gentleman, if he be a gentleman, 

ride up to me as if he would have trampled me 

ilike a dog under his horfe's feet, and lay the butt 

of bis whip upon my fcuU ? I think no man can 

^ bear 
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bear tbat ; fo I puUed him out of the £idd)e, and 
banged him well, and I think no good man, as 
you appear to be, will fay otherwife than that be 
well deferved it^-— If this be fo^ anfwered the ma- 
jor, I can fay nothing to the contrary ••^How, 
fir, exclaimed the fquire, who was now upon 
his legs, is a rafcal like this to return blow for 
blow, and does major Manlove abet him in 
fuch infolcnce ?— I am forry, fir, replied the ma- 
jor calmly, you (hould put fuch a queftion to 
me ; but when gentlemen lofe their temper— • 
Sir, quoth Tom, interrupting him, I have k^ 
my'borfc, and that's the worfe lofs of the two*^ 
*Tis what you are leaft ufed to^ replied the ma- 
jor, and without more words quietly trolted 
homewards. 

As we jogged along my friend began to com* 
Iment with much pleafantry upon tbis^ ridiculous 
incident, interlarding his difcourfe every now 
and then with remarks of a more (ertous fort 
upon the ill ei&£ks of a hafiy temper, and giving 
me fome traits of his neighbovr's habits of life^ 
which, though not fo uncommon as I could mtby 
%ycre nev^tbelefs fuch, ae, when conerafted 
with his benevdent charaflar, may perhaps fervc 
to furnifh out no very unedifying topic for an 
EiTay in The Olferver. 
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M^u/a dedit fidibus Divos, puerofqui Deorum^ 
Et pugilem viSiorem^ et equum certamine primutn^ 
£tjuv€num curas^ et libera vina referre. 

(horat.) 

IN times of very rcmofe antiquity, when nien 
were not fo lavilh of their wit as they have 
fince been. Poetry coidd not fumiih employment 
for more than Three Mufe$\ but as bufinefs 
grew upon their hands and departments multi-^ 
plied^ it became neceffaty to enlarge the com- 
miffion and a board was conftitut^d confifting of 
Nme in number, who had their feveral prefiden- 
ties allotted to them^ and every branch of the art 
poetic thenceforth had its peculiar patronefs and 
fuperintendant* - 

As to the precife time when thefe three fenior 
goddefles called In their fix new aiTeilbrs it is 
matter of conjeSure only ; but if the poet iJr- 
^fi^d was, as we are told, the firft, who had the 
honour of announcing their names and charac- 
ters to the world, we may reafonably fuppofii 
^is was done upon the immediate opening of 
their new commiffion, as they would hardly en« 
VoL.V* T ter 
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ter upon their offices widKnit apprifing aU tboAr, 
whom it might concern^ of dieir acceffion. 

Before this period the three eldeft fifbrs con* 
defended to be maidi of all xVori ; and if t^c 
woi-k became mor6 thlii they could tarh thfcir 
hands tb^ they have nobociy blit themfelves and 
tii^lr fellow deities to complain of j for had they 
b^n cohtent to hsiVe tet the tn>rld go oil ki Ks 
natural cobrfe, mere mbrul poetl wo«Id nt>t pro- 
bably have overburfttfhed either it or theth ; bat 
^en Apollo htmfelf (who being ttief r t^fidbdt 
ihodd have had more confideration for ibefr 
etfe) begot tbe p6A Litms in one of his iserr^- 
trial frolicSy and endowed him with Kelredit^ 
genius, he took a certaih method to iiiakb Work 
Rt the mufei : Accordingly We find the chifte 
Calliope herfelf^ ^^ dideft of the liftferbbodv and 
who ihould havefet a better examt>te tb the ft- 
mily, could not hold dut againft Ah fte^enly 
baftard, but in an unguarded Aioment yftMed btr 
th'gih faohours to Lims^ and prodxRs^d the p&tt 
Orpheus : Such art ihftancfe of celeftial lhbol>ti« 
nence eould hot fail to fliiike the morale if ^e 
ihoft demure ; and eVen the cold gOdddTs Ltiha 
caught the flame^ land fmuggled a bantllHg iUto 
the. world, whtJm malkioufly enough ihfe miakd 
Mnfausy witfi a fly dcfign no doubt df teying 

her 
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hct clgid «t At 4o^t qf tbe Parpifitn nun- 
nery. 

Thite fudi ^i^^looded bards 9$ Linus, 
^erpheUi and Mufimny fo fii^^^ and fc mcU 
diere#, were enou^ to people all Greece vridi 
jkMts and tmifieiam ; and in truth tf)e|f were net 
{die in di^ir generation^ but like true patriaQpks 
^read dietf familiet o4rer att tlie fhopto <)f I^nia 
iini «ke ifia»Kl» c^ the Ardilpelagoi It t| not 
iherAfcre to be Widered at, if the (hree^Aer 
rnufo, whohadenOttghtodoto nurfe theit own - 
t*ildrcn and defcendanti^ were diQ>ofed -to call 
in other helpmates to the taflc^ and whHft Qreece 
was in ks glory, it may wtW fee fiippofed that all 
the nine lifters w«« fuffly «nployed in beftowing 
^topon every rotary a portion of their artteritioBy 
"TLTii anfwering every caH made tipon Aent for ajd 
t&nd^nfprration : Mttdt ^atitude is due to theot 
from their favoured poets, and much fcafc been 
paid, for even to the prefeht fcour they itfe hi- 
^(*ed ^and worfhipped by the fens of ve^, whHft 
ffl the other deities <rf^CMympus bave either ab- 
dicated liieir thrones, or been drfnrified from them: 
with contempt 5 even Mikort hirafdf in bis fe- 
teecd epfic invokes die hea^enfy mtfe^ who tniph^d 
Mgfcs m thi t&f of'Horei ^ cf Sinai 5 ty which 
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be afcribes great antiquity a$ well as dignity to 
tbe chara^r he addrefles. 

The powers afcribcd to Orpheus vwe mider 

tbe veil of fable emhtcms of his inflaenc^ over 

iavage minds^ and of bi& wifdom ^ad elojquence 

in TecUiming them from that barlMrbus ftale : 

Upoti thefe impreffipns civiltzatieB and &okty 

tpok place : The patrweh, wbo founded a fa>- 

roily: or (ribe, the legidator^ lirfio e&d>Kflttd a 

flatly .the prieft) prophet^-^jud^or kii^, arechi^ 

r^e^Sy which, if trac^4 to their firft.fource^* 

will bje found to branch from that of poet : Thje 

firft pra^rS) the iirft laws and the eariiefl pro^ 

^lecies were- meti:ical y profe hath a later, origiiii 

and before the art of writing was in exiftence,. 

poetry had r^cbed a very high degree of excel* 

: knee and fome of it's nobleft produdioos^ were 

Aoothecwife pre&rved d)an by traditioii. As to 

the facred qvality of their firft poetry the Greeks 

are agreed, and to give their early bards die 

better Utle to infpiration they feign them to be 

.deicendedfrom the Godg i _ Orpbeu^ muft hare 

profited by his mother's partiality,: and. LintfT 

.may weH be fuppofed to have had fomeintereft 

^ with his father Apollo* £ut to dwell no longer 

on thefe fabulous legends of, the Greeks,, we 

;^l|u^ refer to the bookrof Mofes for die eadieft 

ani 
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and mod: authentic examples of facred poetrfr: 
Every thing that was the immediate effufion of 
the. prophetic fpirit feems to have been chaunted 
forib in dithyrambic meafurcj the valedidory 
U«ffiag$.of the Patriarchs^ when dying; the fongi 
of triumph and thank%iving after vi^ry are 
metrical, and high as the antiquity of the &cred 
poemof Job undoubtedly is, fuch nevertheleft 
i% its charaSer aiid conftru&ion as to carry 
ftcpng internal marks of its being written in an^ 
sttlvanced fiate of the art. 

The poet therefore, i«*ether Hebrew or Grreek, 
was in the ^aiiieft ages a iacred character, and 
his taient a divine gift^ a celeftial infpiration : 
Men regarded htm as the ambaflador of Heaven 
and the interpreter of it's will. It is perfe£Uy in 
nature and no lefs agreeable to God's provi- 
dence to fuppofe that even in the darkeft dmei' 
feme minds of a more enlightened fort fhould^ 
hrtkk fordi, and be engaged in die contempla*^ 
tion of the univerfe and its author : From medi* 
tstling. upon the works of the Creator the tranlU: 
tlon:tD the a£t of praife and adoration follows as 
it were of eourfe : Tbefe are operations of the 
mind, which naturally infpire it with a certain- 
portion of rapture and enthufiafm, rufhing upon 
Ae lips in warm and glowing language, and dif- 
T 3 daining 
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datning t6 be expre(fed in ordintrf and ind^ 
^hrafe ; the thoughts becdme inflate tke biectft 
Ikbours widi a paffionate defire to by fotiMhin^ 
worthy of die ear df Heaven, fomettiing ilt^ 
more elevated tmie and cadehce, fotkttimt^ 
more halrmonious and mufical ; ttiis ckn oidy be 
^fie£b^ b)r ^neafored periddsi by fdme cbatint^ 
that cm be rqieattd ih d«^ ftrain %am and 
^ain^ gititeful at c»ice to th^ ear atid unpreAve 
on the memory ; and what is this but poetrff 
Poetry then is the langiu^ of phiyer^ liA addre& 
jbecomibg of the Deity ; it may be r^membel^d ; 
it may bte re^yeated in die lexts of ^he p^ofd^ . 
called tog^ei- for the purj^s of iHxtkip i ibiS^ 
is a forih that may be &ct upon Atif minds >utd 
^n this they iiiay be tiui^t to jtnn» 

The next ftep in die progr^fs of p6e^ fromj 
die piralTe of God is to die {n^dtfe of mta t iBu£- 
tHous thard£lers, heroie a^ons Ite fitigkdcfi^ 
for cekbradon ; the inventors 6f ufeM «fts^' the 
relbrmers of fava^ comitries, the benefidors^of 
mdUikihd are attoUed ih Terfe, they are niibd to 
tht fkfeS) iind ^ poet, having praifed them -as 
the firft of men, whilft on eardi, deifies (hem 
after death, andy cohfinous dtat they ia&erit'itf^ 
mortality, boidly beftdws it, and affgns to them 
a tank and office in beav^ appropriate to At 

character 
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charador Acj maintained in life f hence it is 

Aftt the merits of a Bacchus, a Hercules and 

Bombcfs jnort are amplified by the poet, till ibej 

J^eoome the attributes of their divinity^ altars are 

iai£r4and yiSims immolated to th^r wor(hip« 

Thflfe are die ^mciiul efie^ of poetry in its fe- 

€and ftagtt : Religion pver-heated turns into 

iSA^ufiafm I entiiufiafm forces the imaginadoa 

IMO all die vHionary regions of fable, and idota<«> 

tcy Isdces pofleffioa of the vdide Gentile world* 

Xbe Egyptians, a myfterious dogiaadnng nicei 

befift .^. work with fymbol and hiero^y{rfuc | 

1^ Gr^okSy a vain ingenious pe(^e, invent a 

sit of tales and ^bles for what they do not im^ 

derO^uid, embellifli them with all the glitMiring 

ornaments of poetry, and (pread the captivating 

dehiilon over all the world* 

!,.iil the iiiccoediog period we review the poet 

in.&itt pftfieflmi of this brilliant machinery aiM 

iffiiik all Olympus at his command : Surrounded 

by ApfiJiib and the mufes he commences every 

poeoi wUhan.addrefs to them for pcpte^on: 

Hc.ihas a ddty at his call for every operation of 

nature ; if he would roll the thunder, Jupiter 

fliakes Mount Ida to dignify his defcription ; 

Meptune attends him in his car, if he wpuld allay 

^^oceani if ii^ would let Ipole the winds to 

T 4 raife 
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nik it .^dus unbars his cave ; die fpear of 
Mars and the rgts of Minerva mn him for die 
ba^e i the arrows of Apollo fcatter pefttlence 
through the air } Mercury flics upon the mcf- 
iages of Jupiter ; Juno raves with jealoufy and 
Venus leads the Loves and Graces in her train. 
In this cbfs we contemplate H^nur ^tnd his in- 
ferior brethren of the epic order; it is dieir pro* 
vm«B to form the warrior, inftrud the politician, 
fmimate the patriot ; they delineate the charac? 
fer9 and manners ; they charm us with their de- 
^iptions, fqrprijie us with their incidents, in- 
tpreft us wilth their dialogue ; the)' engage evtry 
paffign in its turn, melt us to pi^, roufe us to^ 
glory, flrike us with terror, fire us wiih indigm- 
tipn ; in a word they ^prepare us fpr the drama^ 
and the drama for us.. 

A new poet now comes upon the ftagc ; he 
ftands in peribn before us : He no longer ap* 
pears as a blind and wandering b^rd chaunttng 
his rhapfodics to a throng of villagers colkacd 
in a group about him, but erefis a fplendid the-? 
^e, gathers together a H*oIe city as his audi- 
^pe, prepares a ftriking fpedacle, provides a 
chorus of aftors, brings mufic, dance and drcfe 
to his aid, realizes the thunder, burfts open the 
Jppbs pf the dead^ c^s foftif their apparitions, 
/ ^cfcendf 
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defcendi to die very regions of the damiied. and 
drags the Furies from their flames . to prefent 
themfdvee perfonally to the terrified fpedators : 
JSuch are the povrers of the drama $ here die 
poet reigns and triumphs in his higheft glory. 
' The fifth denomination "gives us the lyric poet 
chaunting His ode ^t the public games and fefti* 
valS) crowned with olive and encompafled by all 
the wits and nobles of his age and country : 
Here we contemplate Steftcborus^ Aleaus^ Pin" 
dar^ CaUiftrdtus\ fublime^ abrupt, impefuoas 
they ftrike us with the fhock of their eledrie ge- 
nius I they dart from earth to heaven ; dierc is 
no fdlowing them \n their flights ; we ftand gaz- 
ing with furprize, their boldnefs awes us, their 
brevity coirfbunds us ; their fudden tranfitions 
and ellipfes efeape our apprehenfion ; we are 
charmed we know not why, we arc pleafed with 
being puzzled and applaud although we Cannot 
comprehend. In the lighter lyric we meet^«ff« 
creorty Sappho^ and the votaries of Bacchus and 
Venus ; in the grave, didadic, folemn chfs we 
have the venerable names of a Sohn^ a Tyrtaus 
^d thofe, who may be ftiled the demagogues in 
poetry : Is liberty to be aflferted, liccntioufnefs to 
be repreffed ? Is the fpirit of a nation to be 
roufed ? It is the poet not the otator muft giye 
? Jhe 
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fte foul its energjr and (pring : Is SabMS lo bt 
feeMerod ? It is ihe dcgy of St/nf tiuft founi 
Ae jMuxh 10 It's attack. Are the LiiceimmQm^ 
SOS to be awakened frmn their lethargy? It i| 
Tyrtmttt^wbo mi^ fing the var-fong and revive 
Aeir languid courage. 

Poetry next sppcars in ks palhwsi chamder i 
ItaffirAs the garbof ibephcfdi Md dm Wgimgp 
oflheffitftic: It reprefems to our view Ib^ Tunrt 
IiMtt:9{ie and the p^taeeful cettsge $ it t eeo^ 
tbridieviPs, At mnvfimelilp, tbe l^ee ^f 4k 
YiNage Jiymphs and ftrainsy aad eicbibift^ oatyef 
in lis tepteft ftftte : It b no longer ^ h^p^ 
the tym ^ the pipe of the poot^ nvhieb now i^ 
tteft Qtfr attttttijtm : JJ^eofriius^ leaning 0a liH 
fioe#k lA kis mg^t m^e gftd cinf^dtrfgn^^ •ijp- 
fitars morepergK^ly inch^m^^ fhanlte <:pi|Ph 
}f M^H% ^o (ew9S OMHe die ihcph^rd /gf ib^ 
tbea^ than lof v^ idd. I h^ve yfC ^Af «f^ 
cla<B in rpfer Vie fer the .epigr9«nmatift> fcut I A¥t)l 
frntf^pmy li(l without hitti,^»et.beio|gwiUii^ 
that peetryi "vpliicb ^mn>fii9^ ^tb a pr^l^i 
lbo)dd rofiglnde with a pw« 



N- 
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Nequc lex eftjtfftior uUa 
. ^uann necis artifices arte per ire Jua% 

WE hare heard fo much of die tragical «fi- 
fedb ^jealoMfy, that I wa$ nor^ little 
{pto^ wtth ftn Account btely given me of n 
ig^tleman^ who has been happily cured of \m 
JeakAifjT without vany of thofe mdbncholy ci»- 
cumftances, which too frequently refuk from 
that faml ^affiofi, eveh when it is groundlefe: 
At this gendeman's j^oufy was cff that defcrij^ 
jtio% I am the rather tempted to relate the ftof|r 
^ttnder proper cauti<m as to names aad perfons) 
facattfe there is a moral juftice tfi its eataftrophtl) 
.4#faiA fe pkafihg even in fi^ion, but more parw 
^tictslarly fo when we meet it in the real occttj^ 
itncei of U^. 

Sir Paul Tfcfty in his forly«eighth year malv 
^ed the beautifiil Louiia in lier eighteelithi tb^r 
ate feme parents^ who leem to think agood ft^ 
tkjment can atone for ai^ d^rity of age) aM 
laOMi&'s w^e of this forc Sir Paul had a mat 
den fift^r leveral yeara younger than himfd^ 
w)i6 had l:e{>t his houie for fome time before hia 
fliarf iage with \*^\iA% and as this lady was in 

bJ3i 
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bSt an admirable oeconomift and alfo in pofTeC- 
fion of a very conliderable independent fortune, 
the prudent baronet took his meafures for her 
continuance in his family, whefe under pretence 
of aflifting the inexperience of his young bride 
Ae ilill maintained her government in as abfi>- 
iute authority as ever : As Mifs Rachel would 
have been better pleafed with her brother, had 
he chofen a wife with lefs beauty and more for- 
tune than Looifa brought into the family, it may 
mcU be doubted if ihe would have regained with 
hiin after his marriage, had fce not been pretty 
fiur advanced in an aflPair of the heart with a ccr. 
taio young gentleman, whofe attentions,, though 
in (zGt dire&ed to her puHe, (he was willing to 
bdjeve had been honourably addrdTed to her per* * 
ion : This young gentleman, whom I ihall caU^ 
Lionel, was undoubtedly an object well deferv*- 
ing the regards of any lady in Mifs Rachel's pre- 
dicament.; with a fine perfon and engaging ad- 
dreis be bad the recommendation of high birth^ 
being a youi^r fon of the Lord Mortimer, a ve- 
nerable old pe.er, who reiided at his fomily mtn* 
fion within a few miles of Sir Paul, and lived . 
.upon the mofl friendly terms with Him in a fre- 
quent intcrcourfe of vifits : Lionel had given. 
|hi& worthy fkther great uneafinefs from hjs early 

diffipation 
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diffipation and extravagance ; confideraUe fums 
had been pa|d for him to clear his debts, but the 
old lord's eftate being a moderate on» and en- 
tailed upon his eldeft fon, Lionel had been 
obliged to fell out of the army, and was now 
living at home upon the bounty of his father on 
a ^reduced and ilender allowance. 

It is not to be wondered at that Lionel, who 
felt his own embaraflinents too fenfibly to neg* 
leSt any fair means of getting rid of diem, 
Ihould be willing to repair his ihattercd fortunes 
by an advantageous match ; and though Mi& 
Rachel was not exa£Uy the lady he would have 
chofen, yet he very juftly confidered that his cir«- 
cumftances did not entitle him to thufe for him- 
•felf) he was alfo ft rongly urged ^ the meafiuc 
by his father, to whofc wiihes he held himfelf 
-t^ound to conform not only on the fcore of duty 
but of atonement likewife : At this time the af- 
fair w^s in fo promifing a train, that there is lit- 
tle doubt but it would have beCA.' Brought to a 
conclufion between the parties, had not Sir 
Paul's marriage taken place as it did; but as 
Mi& Rachel for reafons, which are fiifficiently 
.exi^ained,; determined upon remaining widi her 
brother, the intercourfe betweien the lovers w^ 
renewed, as fooii as Sir Peter bad brought hoine 

his 
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ii% bride^ and wai MBcicB/if 6tded to receive 
the vidts of kit friends and nei^ours en <hc 
cctafion.' 

Now it was tkat the mibdppy Rachel beeddJt 
« v\£tm to th^ moft tormendng of idl faQimki 
piffions : her Icfler-in-Iaw ^ a tiitrnfiaid charms, 
and (he foon dxicovered, or fiuicied &e d]£« 
covered, that LionePi actentions ^weie direfied 
4owards a Bdver olgeft liuin herfdf t She toA 
mm the Aroageft of aU moidves for keeping a 
^ntchful e)^ upon Louffa's behaviour, and it Is 
As property of jealpufy to magnify and difcrolt^nr 
every thing it looks upon ; for fome time faow^ 
^erer fiie locpt hevf^ under prudent reftmint i « 
^knt naf9f and (bepB, caudoufly intredtK:ed in the 
mzf of adviGe, was dl flie ventured upon i but 
thdk faints were £> little attended to hy JLem&f 
mbok innocent gayety l^it no eur tofteh re* 
•«K)ifftraiices, Ihat iixj were oocafiana% ^^ 
-fbatedfaia graver tone ; as tfaefe grew nme and 
«n#i9e peevHhy LoQi& began to take alrMe nltf- 
idiievous pleafiiffe in teaming, and was piqti^Hi-^ 
^ a behaviour, which pftlkd^ly #ie would kvsver 
tlnwe indulged iierfidf in towards tLkoud, bal l^t 
ibadi^s jedotify provoked her to k $ ftiU it was^ 
Iwtde^nt, ttit fe &r itnprudefft, m k ^vve a 
tetfJUor |o Kacbeltg malice^ ^tf^Sio 4mv4»eg»i to' 
5 fow 
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tm the fceis cf dlfcoAtwu in ter b^oiher'k itA- 

table bofoiD* 

Iin one oJF ^dfe T^arriti| ^i^dogifdt, MHbich 

JM^w ffd^^mity pafled between ^ fifters, Rui. 

cM^ after defcanting niton the dd tc^6 

lortih fime d&^€ of al^Ht)s condadid het 

leaure iwtth «MUiy {)rof^A^ of ft#d <bf LdttUk*^ 

Aappiiiefs) a^ oMN^d to ter as all ^jologjr for 

the freedom tsf Iter adviee, that ^ had a figta tt> 

doolie little ^xpttrience of the t«Korlc| mort than 

-had yet (silttx to the other's Uii To «r)uch 

Lout& rtJfiM M^thfome tattnds*^^ True I tbr 

^ yb^ huvt li^ more years ia it than I have*''*- 

*' A few perhaps,'* anfwered Rachel.-**** As 

*^ ftxv, (A- as itiany as you dnife to addvow- 

*** tedgo,'^ added Louilk: ^Itis oneam^gft^ 

'*< variety of advantages ovdr me, whioh you aitte 

^ t}80 generous to boaft ofy and I coo InmiUe to 

« repine at."— « Be that as it tn»j^^" tiMJike 

/eMeir li^itidkly ^ you will givi^ me ieave^ obftrve 

^ ^at you tdve m double call upofijm Ibr dif- 

-'* "iziretioii^ ydu are a tnarried^wWteui/' 

^^ Pei4i4)6 t\M very trircumfttfHCft may be a 
•* proof of my indifcretion." 

^ Ho^ ^HVBdami I ttitfy v^Miire to lay 

^ My bn>fHer 5k I^ml mks m 'utfe«foitalAc 

^^ M^ig^ywrladyAiipi otftiiilft J oaii«#t- 

"ncfi 
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^ fieft fome p^'ms wcr« em^l0)i!ed 6n your pari 
•* to obtain him." 

** Well, my 4ear fiftcr," replied Lrouiia with 
an .2^SaSttd nOficb^boce^ ^ after fo aiu£h,paim 
*^ is it not natural I fliould wiih to repofe n^yfetf 
** a litde ?'* — •" Indifcrction admits of no repofe § 
«* hcjdthi honour, bappineft are iacxific^ by it*! 
^ e&ai 3 it.faps the repuUtionof a wtfej if 
^ (hakes the affeaions of a hufband." 

** Be <oment!" cried Louifa, ** if yoa wiU 
" giye no cailfe.for difturbing the affe^ions of 
^ the hufband, I will take care none (hall be 
<«. given for attainting the reputation ol the 
** wifii." 

At this :momcnt Sir Paul entered the, ropiHf 
and perceiving by the countenances of the ladies, 
that they were not perfet^y in .good-humour 
with each other, eagerly demanded of Louifii 
lirtiy (he looked fo grave. 
. <* I would look grave, if I could," (be rf pKedf 
5* out of compliment to my compaxiyi> bu&«I 
•' have fo light a confcieoce and fo gay a heaiiii 
." that I cannot look gravity in the fece ^ithoHt 
** laughing at it." . . • 

This was ddivered with (bt pointed a glanCB 
at Rachel,;that it was not poffible to miftake the 
i^UcatiQni and (he had no fowcx k&^.seoaH 

than 
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tiian an oxpl^fldtiw took place between the bron 

ther.aiid. fifter, in the courfe. of- which .Rachel 

art&illjf conetriyed;t<l H^fufp fuqh a copious por- 

6«n rf fcci*.»«Hl poyb;K)ii,<i jealoufy ioto the-^o- 

fooitof fir Paifl^ Ihat Upop th^ arriyal of lord 

Mortiitier, which wjas?.at:thiss crifis announced tp 

lunOi.hc tt)ok a fudden determination to give him 

to tmderftwKj. bow neQe^i;/ it was becoqae tp 

his idooieftii; H^ppOiers, that liondihouMhe in* 

* duced^tb dtiboiVlitliie ,h\$. fvififs in .his family. ^ 

Under thcfe impreflioof fm4 in ^ijVery.awfc- 

war^ ftate of miod Sir. Patul impaired ;to.>h|s 

library^ 'where brd Mortimer wasexpcftiiig hiip 

-in A fituiutt^n of 90 l^fs embarafTmenti h^vii^g 

bdnned bver a rpeech 6>f t^.pufpofe of into'odu- 

*c{n9.'art)rQpoMfor:WldliftOce.betwem thei£am|- 

lie9$ ^ndr.mthoa viewMt^ ipufid how. Sir P^ 

thight flaild a6R!;i£ted tpvfgr^ a j[^af(;b betwec;^ 

•bisfcMiLidnclaod^Mifs,?UcbriU; , 

A&^odas ihe fit ft c©<lpqap<?ie» we^e over, whiqh 

were.nob'VBry fpeedily^ifw^fe^lA^'l^o^h parties 

Wcre.ftri£fcirt)(brMerjS.pf;thB o^J^TpJ?? ?^l^*"^4*flg> 

his lordihtp bc^an < after, hMrj ^fH^ner to wii^d 

d>out.b)r ¥^y of reconi^itrin^; bis ground, a^d 

having cc^pofed.hi$ featmi:t%M'^ijfe much gravity 

-andrdeltberafcioo^ b^an .t<li q^QDnt'^ honourable 

trencdhe$'a84eikw^-^** Ir vcryjtrmhyS^r Pful^ I 

. Vol. V. U « proteft 
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^T)rt>edf«>tW *fe<^ ififrftw tIllM|^4n«rcafc 
^ ^^ me more pteafore ttan « ftiul «ft7\ibfi 
•« Libncl ib iaffidttofis itt Ms vifet t» tht»lb^ 
** inily.*^****Tbe btfottfe^ vrtefe firft»4-M «** 
momtnt was riof ► cap^ltf <rf ^Af^ttivg ite^««^ 

'jieEted aAlrtft arid Was4^g»wl hw tiMtt^jr*t> 
-h ,'kt Wft ti*tfi tettA hefitaifeft In »•««»««<- 
couirterfckc* Vtiltei'f -lite r«pB^ Ailt 4l«.^iuljr 
Ijdfevca 'tficrtf tw^ ««e pwflnt inhU ton^ tcr 

' ttptJtik ; and as- tBblHto k AJl^ tepf IKW i* 
Iwjatt, fiat, tte« ^IWu5 aix» which tte h<»a«r 

b6 iflfa^ed life tblMit^ tUft it #ite^^wN)i^i^tfty 
tte^ cttibrited tffe ^ppbitwiky^of cwnfcnt totib 
'fetplamthrti, WKi«hhit1*p»4wbttldtebs:*att6- 
acntial on his lowtiMp^'s part, » lt^*ioiiWtcdn 
histiwn. Thire <i!«ft'<bttity%iftay»e#^ 
6f Kr^PiuPl^cfevtty, i?s W%»«k*ii^^ 
' ttr fjJefedi l^feff, iMtfih ikwuril *ch.bir0*i«y 
^flc^f thfe da p^^, whb'*«Wit% Ttewiaf^ 
-^h gt;e*-dJ8tti^.«)ft¥Vlrf»lKr(ft^ 
'^Ifm Wit iiioriW *elittMh(far to fe%*ft> W»*f 
fionbnr "was ii9(^^ iMna^4ii^ 4t H H g ii i| ^hyit 
^ WM h6¥er td bit (Asl^iiMt^sauxj^fSg^ 

any 
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any^iemVer of hh iamily, afld.Aa^l tp jMrcvcnt 
iany imputfltian of thb fort froxi being gjrofuodei 
mpoii his fen'3 afit4uil^ jU> .a certain l&dy^ he 
had now feegbt this interview and es^lanatiao 
l«»kh^i$-§ood friend aAC^neigbbcAir. 

This w^ fakind a lift'ift Sir Paul's concept 
tion towards his fevourite pdiUy that he itmifeidp* 
ately cxckuHed— >*^ I fee ywt lordbip is not 
^ umq^iftd^ what is toO eonf^icitous ^terbo 
?* oyciA)oli^ by ^y body^ Wto6 19 frmifiar in 
<< this hOuTes but as I kooy^ yoi^r lofdfl^ ip m 
^'inatt of tbeiiioea; bonoiii; ihry6i|f ovim pM^ny 
<^ I fliouM lioMmyfelf dr^f\fl% boimd loyoiv 
* *> U ja^WQttd pr^vait u|)Ott' yoitf foil toj adbp* 
^ the liU prihci|>l0s tdwmrdil a certain ladjT t|n^ 
^ der this roof, and caut}6iib|ifr todefiftrfrf^of 
^A^9 affidiritiesj which: yoit yoii/relf i<)ifve 
« ff0t)tCMl$ iurf^ which to/fccmfcfe the |itithbt<l:y0w 
* I cismnot be a wftncft -towltbdntrvery^glfieals; 
*5 itncaftnefe ted difcoiHefllt." : 
. Upon'^ tbde words, flier. peep; ftdfted^ ffO«r:hi$: 
ftaf as; nimbiy as agp wonU ^ptrmk biit)y ;9I^, 
vfkW g#clat iilitincfe replied*-" Sir Paul "P^^l 
^^ Kil^ii be-yottr wiikand def^e^kt m^jjfmnh^ 
*** youy^ib fliall be ±mk ^foiA^yfqn's vifiiss ktit: 
«f thi* faftiilj^ #iH neiwibfeivpealcdl^ fit jovut^ 
- • ': U a ** heart 
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** heart at reft; Lionei Mortimer will give jrott 
•* attd your's rio'fiirthcrdifturbancc/' 

^ My Ibrd;" anfWercid the baronet, ^ I zij/t 
^ penetrated With thfe feftfe ^f your>ety hohpux* 
«* able proceedings, and tll^^armih with which 
** you have expreflfed* )toUrfelf On a fubjecl fo 
«*'^l6fely interwoven: ^th my peace of tnihdj 
^ you have €afed my heart? of it's burthen ind I 
« (hall ty^tbt nioft |;ratefo» t6 you for ii" 

^ Sir/'' rcpHid' tiie peer, « 't^re is- more 
« than enough CM ori thef fubjcia 5 I dare fe j 
S^ ifey fdtt WiUfufvi ve ' hie'd?rappoinc«itm.*'*-->« 1 
$*^^re fey he >ift,^''ftid Sir Paulj s* I cannd* 
•j-rfombt' thu (tecfefipcfiMr. Li^rltPs Mtwpitions • 
« -p hkvle fOftly toi hfape^/hc ViU dir^ft tKem ti 

*'fome other* dbjeiaj^^'i ^ ' n ,->?. ' ^ /^ -' 

'^Hvi Moi^iamt itt«irvmutterei fcmethfeg,' 
WhfchtSifJVkttlitltd^'hotJielr, norperh^ attend' 
^^Hd tool^tf 4iafty lerfvet-^^ Whenii is ^xjriaincd' 
to the reader that MMs^Ibsrchd bad nertrj&vcrt 
ittibrmoft\lMl&i6qri«|ni«b-,^' hinted *he- fitu^tibn 
<Jf ttfeFlieart^d hfcr-tvothei^ on- the 'cbnirary had 
iiSlirttFidufl'jf cSntfeafed: :ipf rom ' hiA, ^ thb: mal^ 
^Wjfefe will^of lajjifear'^trt :bf natoi:e -md pf oba-* 
teSty; ^ Lidftfcl^ 'Mrboffe ttide gallaiitrlesri^-with* 
LdUifa badncft^^lefiir'isnroughftrfdiifty'^td'^n'' 
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gage histfecah, was {ufficient;ly tired of>Ws mcr*.: 
c€i»f y. ittaichiment ta MifsJ^athel ; fo th^t he . 
patiently /wbmitted to his difmiffion aod^readily 
obeyp^- Ws fifther's^^omm^nds.by a total difcan* 
tiniiaftce of hi$ vifits tb Sir Paul: To. the. 
ladies jof .the!fa0iUy. thi? behaviour appeared alto^ 
gcther myftcrious 5 Sir P^ul kept the fecret to 
himfelf, and watched. Loviifa very narrowly 5 
Mthen Ws fouhd (he tQok no other notice of 
Lionel's negJdft, thanbyfltgWy remarking that, 
ftife;fuppofedhe wa$ n?ore agfeeiibly engaged, he 
began to difmife his je^oufy.and regain his 

^rits; . ; 

- It #ai fat otherwife with fce unhappy RicheU 
her heart wis on.-the rack, for though (he na- 
turally fii(p9&ei her brother^s .jealoufy of bemg 
thecaiif^ of sLioneTs abfence, yetihe coiild not 
account for ^fais filence towards, herfelf in any 
other way /than: by -fuppofoigs that Louifa 4iai 
tot^ly drawn'off his. affeftions >from her, and: 
this wa^ agony nipt to befupported j day^aftcr. 
day.pafled in anacicrusexpeaatroh of a-lttter fo 
exi^in.thiscriiiel negleft^ kit' ^ohr came;' all' 
conun^micatinai with: the. whole, family df lord 
Mortimer -was. St aihz^f no'intelligertcx' coutcl' 
be obtained from that quarter, and tOTdl fuch 
^uqiddci ^(he ventured to try upon her brother, 
U^ • he 



Digitized by CjOQQ IC 



054 THE ORBERVER. N?is^ 



\it anfwcred t> driljs that flie could gadicr 
thing from him : In tho mean time as he bcorao 
hwthf better reconciled to Lopila, fe b^frew 
more and more co^l to the mifelable Raetelj'Wha 
now too late difcovered the fttsd coide<}U«feiceft 
of incerferii^ between huiband and ^fev s^ 
heartily reproached herfelf (qp her oflH^ioofoeft 
10 aggravating Ms jealoyfy. 

Whilft tbt was tormenting hei^elf widi th^ 
reflections, and ^en Loqifa feemed to have for- 
gotten that ev^r fuch a perfon as Irionel exifted^ 
a report was' circi^lated tjiat he was about to be 
married to a certain lady of great rank and fcr« 
t(ine, and tb:^:he had gone up with lord Mcr*' 
timer to town for that purpofe,. There wanted. 
o>fdy this blow to make Rachere agonies com* 
pleat; in a ilate of mind little fhoit of phr^i^ 
fl(fi. bfitodc berfelf to her chamber, «iid: *lhero> 
ibufling bei'rdf up fhe gqve fpsnt to her pafficKi. 
10 a le^eif fully charged with complaints and tt^ 
pmtchfiSy ^yhtch ifaf comrnkted to a tm^tatU 
Ungpr with Arid iQ}unAioRS to deliver it in(o 
Mon^r^ owti hasd^ ah(| return with his aniwer : 
ThU ^n^iaaiflipn waa faith&Uy performed, and 
tb^ f^Ii^wiiti; 19 the ;|flifweff ihe i^cceived in 

... ^rMadapi, 
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,,,^jl.af|^ «?<^. )e<^ fiftw}ibe<t Ovia. ^iflfeaed bjf 
^Voym^.km^n If yOHif l^<«hci; ^^ Mtlon^&ncp 

„«':,tto«-w4 tbfi rrf»l? of it^ hfi ha^ ^<9;cd as. ijur 

^4^^. \^ ym ;».b« Iws by •<M-d Mortimv 

^^Mil mykUl Wk^n «v fa|lw w^tc4 ujjp^i 

^ Sir Pftul for di9 ^xprefs purpofe. of making 

^,knwn t» Wwi Uw topes 1 1^^ tfe(>;imjHtiqa 

f< to entertain ol ren4ering myfclf accopt^le tfi, 

M,you upon a propofal of marriage, he received 

^ at onq5 fo flior^ and peremptory a difmiiEori 

' *^ on my behalf, that, painful as it was to my 

** feelings, I bad no part to aft but fjlently to 

>< fiibmit and withdraw myf^ from, a family, 

, ♦^ where J was fo unacceptable an intruder. 

iff .W'bfn I c<^fi/nft ^ Kuth of *ft leppr^ 

4^ ejiid^ w if I ^4 m Wj^c than tb^t I h^y* 
«oiM^fep«9UI io,b% . 

>. 'f widmc4bHnftbkferY9pt^ ' 

Bi^y ^pft bei5® »i^tii^gttiiW Vy th^ receyj^ 
y ^ henc^foftb 
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hencefordi one of the moft miferable of Ikumati 
beings : After venting a torrent of rage agjibft 
Her brodier, fhe turned her biick* upon' his hM^ 
Airlver, and undetermined where to hx^ wUMlafc 
intervals file can fcarcc be iaid td be hi p^Bsfbpa 
cfherfenfes, file isfliU wandet-rtlgfr^miifKeii^ 
jUace in fearch of that repi^fe^^ which is iU>titofbe 
ftmnd, and wherever fte goe^^echibits a fiiel^*^ 
cfaoly fpeSadeof difappoihied emry andtfei&tdr* 
mentingijJcem > ^ 



. N^ CLIII. 



ADeTifa poflfeft of beauty, fortune^ rank, and 
every elegant accompliihmeat^ thatgeahis^ 
and education couM beftow^ was withal fo un^' 
Aipportably capricious, thai flie feemed bwn to^ 
be the torment of every heart, whkh iiiflefed 
itfelf to be attraffed by her charms. Though 
her coquetry was notorious to a proverb, fuc!t 
were her "allurements, that very few, upon whom 
file thought fit to praftife them, had ever found 
refdution to refift their power. Of alt the vJc- 
^ms of her vanity Leamder ftemed to be^dnit 
r*": ... ' ■ . *.' ^ ' ■ ' over 
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M»r^ whom fiM-dirbw- h^r chains wkk^ die' 
greiteft air of triumpih ; he was indeed a con^' 
4Mft'tD boftft of^ for he had long arid obftinatelj^ 
deluded his kearr, and for a time made as matiy* 
tqitlfiib vpofi the tender pafllons of her fex as* 
flue nrifod contributions-upon his : Her better ftar 
:|t length prevailed ; ' file behdd Leander at hef' 
feet,' a*d though her vidor/ was accotnpH£hc<f 
at the expence of more tender glances^ than (he 
had ever beftowed upon the whole fex collec-> 
tively, yet jt W3S a vi«Sory, which only piqued 
Adeti(a to render his flavery the more intolerable 
for the trouble it had cod her to reduce him to it. 
After (he had trifled ^ith him and tortured him 
in every way that her ingenious malice could 
deVife, and made fuch public difplay of her ty- 
Fanny, as f«bje<3ed him to the ridicule and con- 
tempt of all the nicn, who had envied his fuc- 
cefe, and every woman, who refented his negled^ 
Adeli£i avowedly difmifled him as an objedl 
which could no longer furfti(h fport to her 
cruelt)', and turned to other purfuits with a kind 
of indifiercnce as to the choice of them, which 
jfeemed to have no other guide but mere ca* 
price. 

Leander was not wanting to himfelf in the 

jfefferts he tiow made to free himfelf from her 

I chains; 
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19 ^xoeute aiid sK^or^ h«iv Hit firft^re^otkifi 

IP^fuM of ^ff^kite «feRffityy for iir iya« qipdjp^ 

iiig hi^,. and be M nether i^urils (M>r iivilil»r 
«€H[) ta fkm ^ fri^Bk ^^^a>ci>t % way of «^^i^ 

friewlfti him in thf v^ry 9io«ienje ^M]^mfiQat 
9fo |)^H«r w%s h^ Quf of Iw %hl» thm tft^ ciih 

b^ te^n foftpiilia? to bcriitl^t iefUKkify t^tftiig^ 

In v^ &e culted ber nwafafous aihuineie* fm 
(4t«fj one t^ fcpU?^ Um f. coilliw^ly peev^ 

^ hor l^w> ths^^ Iher© fttme^ to fet a.4W* 
f9iyufi^£ up, W9^ft %\\tmy yf^¥^ $hf9Wlfip4 

nent: She determined to recall Leander;.>S)^ 

^rnje^ Jierfilf ^f hAS'f«WA^'.ai>4^»t^ibfrfclf 

U^ |h^ ws^y, of ^ fCiiS9n«f i bW h«*ft¥Qi^4 tef \ 

.Ji . Chance 
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C3tuK>e bfwgbt them to » |i)tervie«^ ai|d file ' 
bt^abf f^ybig him for his ap^Aacjr s Thnc'^ 
ms^an aasdt^ under all this affe£fo4 pleliranipy^ ' 
0k2$ Hm f^oiiU not thorough^ concetti, And i^ 
idifiliofi %U to dtToGvcr : He rnftandy determined 
lifen the veiy vnh& meafure, which delibei-atioii 
c^nM have formed ; he combat^ her wkh her 
owA. weafOM; he put bimfelf .ap{»areiiiil]r fo^ 
mush a{ his eafe and counterfeited his partib 
weil, as e&dually to deceive her : flie had i\ow' 
a^new taik upon h^ hancb and the hardeft as 
wc^as the moft haaardQUS flie had ever undi^t* 
taksM^ llhe attempted to dii^w him off his 
guard by a pretended pity for bis paft fi^ierings ' 
and a ptomtie of kiader ii%e for die Aiture :' 
He denied 'diat he had ftiff^red any thing, a|id ' 
aflbred ben that he never IbHed to be amufed by 
her fattdaiouFS, which were perfe^y agre^ble to 
him at ail ^es«7<«^f Th^n it is plai%^- rejdied 
il^e^ 4( .that you nfver dimi^t of me a^ a wift ; 
^ jbf &ch:humoura mull -be infHpportable to a 
^^huffaand.M-^^ Facdon md,'* cried Le^nder, 
^ if ever I fhould' be bet!faye4 iiito the idle ^' 
^^i of niarrtage, i fnu^ be in one of thofe very 
^i' humours myfelf: Defend me frocrv the d«ill 
^:itmi^im|ty o^ dsnieftit l^e I .What can be 
^^ ib infipid ^, the tame ftmin ot miptial har- 

*' mony 
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^ mohy e vftrlaftingly repeated i 'Whatever otter 
^. VMitties imay |lioiir debar myicdf o^^ kt tne^t 
*<, Jcaft fiiid a varkcy of \riiiiB ia die' woman I 
«** am to, bo fettered to.'*—" Vfoa my wctfd^** 
exclaimed, Adclifa, " you wmiM dmaft periiAd^^ 
** me that we were deSined for each other.'**— 
This ibe accompamed with poe of tbofe looks, 
ia which ihe was moft expert, and wlitdi vnts 
calculated at once taJn^reaod to betray fehfi-* 
btUty: Leander) not yet fo ceruin of his ol^dr- 
vaiions as to qonfiiein them, feemed.to receive ' 
this ouverture as a raillery aojd afFe<^g ^kugh, - 
rejJied— '' I do nut; think it iS' mthfi power of ^ 
«* dcftiny hcrfelf toid^terroine ^iiher^ ^ y? fiar 
**. if you was fpr oi^. moment in>thp liunioar Jo 
<^ promUe yourfelf to me, I am«$rtafai in the - 
«< next ypu wouldirctra^ljt; ajjd Jf I was-fijol-, 
**. enpugh to: believe Jf^^l ftojild W«U defervo . 
^* to be peailhed fori niy credulity: Hymen wiU^^ 
*< never ypak u9 to.each otter^moc to any boify * 
^^ elfe; but if you ar^ in the: mind to ssakef 
** vejry harmless experiment of the-lhflc feitfr' i" 
*t^ut.in all fudi j^omifes, hereJs my hand i His 
^^ fit the propofal fhould fpring from my quarter- 
Va^d ript your's; clofe with it asifoonas-you 
«VpIf^«9 ^d.laugh at me as muck as you pkakf 
** if 1 yent one rimrmur when yoiilwr^'^ 
, . I , . ** bargain/^ 
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« b^rgain;'^-*-* Well then," Yaftl -Adfelifa,* « to 

** pimifli jMi' for the ftucinefs-df jiour prorofc- 

^•_ ing cKilfenge, and to convince you that I do 

'<« Mt ^rcdRryoVfbr tiiis prie3Wriik3 tndiffefence 

**^to roy-trotftnent ^ you, her© is my hand, and' 

", with it my pronitfej and rtdwl gi^s^you watn- 

« Ihgi' €^t if%ve¥>I'db keep tt,*/-rwill be only 

'^^ from the convifiion that I (ball torment yoU 

« inore by fulfilling it than* by flyirtg from it." — 

-tt Fjrirly detfared,*' cricid Leander, ^and fince 

'*'-^my vrond'is paffeli, PH ftand toitv tut tal^e 

■ *^ notice,'if r was nc^ perfa?Hy fecttre of bcli^ 

« jilted^ 1 fliouW think nlyfdf in a foir way to be 

^ th^ moft'e^e^ous dupe in nature/* 

' In'this ffi-^ti of'trftrtiilil raiifc^fthey^ppoceeded 

^ tcS Icffle' fhie fnoft fewous buflriefe of^- their lives, 

'iAd whlfft fieilher would venture ©pan a confef- 

fibn 6f th^ifp^Ghhh^ eadh feemed ttvTdy upon 

-%e other -for a di^overy of ttw 'T%ey ribw 

broice up their' conference in thfe gayeft fjririts 

nftagftfable', and S^inder upon parting offered to 

' %5ke a bett of half his fortune' with- AdeJi(a th&t 

• fhe did- not ftani to her ^ngag^ttient, at the fame 

'■'Ktifie namihg^tf ' cJeWilW d^y as^he i^ri^ «f Its 

^mitt^ pl^dk'-^'^'AM what feall r^galn,^* f^d 

" ftei « in that:cjife ky half your fottutie, -i*^en I 

*^*ftrfl hiLVe a:}olhfc:Ihare in )pdS&9mr'6( tho 

'- " "whok?" 
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^ 1rtioI(i?*'-^« Tsak not of ferttme,'* crid 
Letnder, giving loofe tb the if pCure "vriiich he 
6>uld no longer r^&rtiii) ^ ny hearty my happi- 
er neft, my life kfelf k yoiir'$."«^o (aykig lie 
cauglit ter in his arms^ pitfled her eagerly in Bis 
embrace, and hiAjly departtd« • 

No iboner inras be dut of her %ht Asm he 
•began to expf^ftuiate with faimrdf upon his indit 
-etttictkt In the ecllaey of one iuig4iarded ma- 
m€ht he had Uafted ^ his feb«me^ and by e«* 
pofii^ his weaknefi iirmed iier with frelh en- 
gines to torment him. In thefe^ i^edipns he 
pai&d the remaiikkr of the mebtl in vam lie 
ftrove to'find fome juftification fbr.his folly; He 
cotdd-not fbhn his.mihd to believe that the ten^ 
tier lobk^ (he had beAowed.opon him wore any 
other than an eifperimem upon hi^ hfart to iiwaw 
htm ff'omhisr guard and reeft^blilh her fyramqr. 
: With tftffe ifti{ft«ffions he prefenttd himfelf at 
her door next, morning ai>d w^ immediately 
admits S Adelift was alone,: and Leander im- 
nlediawly b^an. by foying to her— ^' I amnow 
^< come lo receive at your hgpds die punifhnient, 
*< whid) a mi^i-wbo cam^ J^efp bia Qvm f^fH^ 
<^ richly ^dfferv^ J I fiirjpejudw: myfcif to you^ 
^ 9(n4 ,1 expe^St you "will fx^i^tyeiir utmoft bi« 
«? lenwityjn tqrmemiii£»n|es^op|y rqtofSiber 
-: w ^ that 
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^ tibntTta cahne>t give ^ ft^ 4c> my h(S«rt Avidia 
^ oufc wotmdmg your owe io^ei >¥hich €»? o>» 
^ lepcs eviery pdrt, and is coo deeply im^reft for 
i^'cWnyou^.crucky totally to ^ctirpftee." — At 
tlnRicogtckifian of. (bis {^ch> AAHW^. ^o\Hit<i^ 
h2moc bctmno feHous ; £he fistt her ty^% upoa 
Ibe 9<|or and after « pbufe withoui; t^itig^ny 
Atitice qf X^ander^ and as if ibe had been talking 
to h^iitif in folitoqtiy repeated in a mwrAuring 
j|oaa-»^^ Well, well, 'tis all over j but ao fflat^ 
«^ terJ'-^' F<r the love of Heaven," critd 
Icander ia alann,: '' what is all Over,?"—" AH 
4f it2k ik moSt delightful to womdn," ihe replie^i 
^ all Ac lulcurj^ which die vanity of ttiy feic 
ffiXf^oys ia tormenting your's: Oh Leander! 
;*f what charteing projei^ of cevenge had I coi»- 
.5^ trived to puniibr your pretendi^d indifferenoe, 
i^ and depend upon it I would have executed 
«'^. Chem to the utittoft rigour of the law o^ reta- 
^^.Jiation,. had you not in erne moment dif«tf mod 
. '*^, nie cf my malice by a fiulf coTifeffion of your 
^ lanrt. Believe me, Leander, I Jiever was^a 
;** coquette, hut in felf-defencei fino^rity as m/ 
>^< natard t:har2b£ler | but how ihoidd a womiRi 
r<* cfuny attraftbns.he fafe in fiich a charaftfT^ 
-' ^ when khe whole ciftle of fafliion Abounds with 
/ *^ ^otifict^ xoxcaodis, .pretebders to fentimont 

M and 
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^ and prcrfeforsoffedi^on? When Ae whoK 

^ world is in arms ,againft innocence, what is 

•* to become of the naked childrenr of nature, if 

** experience does not teach^^iem Ae a^t of de- 

** fence ? If I have employed this art more pari 

** ticularly agaiAft^oti than others, why have I 

** fo done, but becaufe I had m6re to apprehend 

^ from your infincerity than any other perfon'% 

** and pfoportioried my defences to my dbmgerf 

^ Between you and me,' Xicander, it has becft 

** more a conteft of cunning than an affair of 

^ hohour, and if you will cdiLyour own conduA 

•^ into fair review, truft me you will find' fitdfe 

** reafon to complain of min^. Naturally difr 

*• pofed to favour your attentions more than any. 

•* other man's, it particularly behoved rfie to 

•* guard myfelf againft propenfities ^t'once fo 

^ pleafing and fo fufpicious. Let this fuffice ih 

*« juftification of what is paft \ it naW reniainfs 

** that I fhouldtxpfein to you the fyftiraa thavie 

"** laid down foP tfee time to come : If ever* I 

-<^ affume ihe'chara*fter of a wife, I devote myfelf 

* ^ to ^U it*s dusttes; I bid ferewcltat-Once to dl 

*"** the ^a^iritfs, the {Jctulancles, the coquetries 

** of what is falfely called a life of pleafore'^ the 

" whole fyftem muft undergo! a. revolution and 

-** be adnfJhifte^^ed upon v other- principle's and to 

i*... > . « othc> 
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^ o^r ptifpo&s :t I know |he worU too well to 
** commit my(^ to k, when I hgve more thai> 
« my own confcience to account .to, wheii I hav^ 
<< not <mly tm^s but the iiQiilitudes of truths t^ 
^* ^^jt Mpicions, jealovfie^, appearances t^ 
^ provide againft ; when I am no longer fingly 
« refponfibleron the (coreof error, but of example 
^^ dfi» : It is ilot therefore in the public difplay 
f^ cfsoBL 0&u^nt fOrtune9 in drels, equipage, en^ 
•^^ tortaiooiclits, nor even in the fame of fplendi^ 
f^ charities my pfea^e3 will be found s they will 
f^ .center Ia domoftic occupations \ in cultivatit^ 
^ fMatt an4 dMefonsofnamre, in benefiting the 
-^^ tenants aiid l^ibourors of the ioH that fupplies us 
^< with the medns of being ufeful s in livipg ha{K 
" .piljr ii^ my netghboitr^, in availing myfelf Qf 
^ thofe tmfib^Mi^ opportunities, which a reft* 
♦* denci9Jfl the<30Miitry affords of relieving dieuo* 
« tcM^Ji/fcrtifoi of tbofe, who fuffer in ftcret, aiid 
.^ aretoprbuaibl^r or perhaps tooprpud to aflc.**'— 
.Here the eoraituted Leander could no ]oag€r 
keep filfiBlce, but breaking forth i^iito traniports 
of Joye and adlniratioo, gave a (urn to the cpi)-* 
TeiiatiDn,. which it is no otherwife interefling to 
-lebte tfaan^as it proved the prelude to an union 
which fpeedily took place and has made Leander 
and AdeUfa the fondeft and the wortbieft coi^e 
ta £iBgland* 

Vot-V, X From 
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'' From Ailclrft^^ example' I wooid wSBog!^ 
cftabttfli this conclufion,' that the diaradi^ iS 
^oimg unhiafri^d women, who are (d>^£b;iflr 
'admiration, are not to be dieelded upciti by/tbe 
lippearanccs, Which* they tare oftenttwifes tcmptM 
to affurfje upon the plea of felf <teftiiUe> i'wou^ 
liot be underttood by thh to n^t<mime«tdiii%iitft 
in any fliape. Or tb juftify thofe Who reiort^to artil- 
ficc upon the pretended AecdSty of ^benvtalur^ 
but I am thoroixghly tdifpofed to brikvetfaatithe 
triflings and dif&tnbtings of the ydutig «Ml£tir 
do not fo often flow from the reattevlty ofrtkeir 
natures, as they 'are thought t6 io^ "^hnf^iti 
particulkr, whbfe fituition thrdW^ thttm infe> ^ 
•vortex of the faihion, have much that might Jbe 
^faid in paUiatidn of appearance^' Matsr^rxi^ 
-quettes befides AdeliTa harve bec^nenidanrthfe 
•wives and nnloiher?, and how vcry^ tnaujwm^ite 
might have approved themfelves fuch^ feadtthcy 
Yallen into the hands of m«rt of' wtirfiiiBnd:^!^ 
fenfei is a coi^e£ture, which }^9Art(rt|i^:ittoft 
'^melancholy reflexions. Ttere te fcr&tle tMo- 
•rabJe love in the men of high life beware mar- 
riage, and fo mueh infideKty after i^ that die 
hufband is almoft in every inftance ^'the aw- 
rupter of* his wife, A woman ^as £be1^ tasted) 
of the world is in many p#<^le^$^ iiocfoad a/{]^- 

fcribed 
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fbribad aniofti^U a, fjljr idea pr^vajls ,that fhe is 
t9 ksd^a htffband into certain ruin and diigrace : 
Bareots- in gpoer^ fecm ^gr?e4, in exerting all 
tbeir inflMpuqf: and jauthority for'keeping her out 
«fiifheif jhrniU^i in p^ace of whom they fre- 
^en^ljT obtrude uppn their fiws fome raw and. 
iiaexperieiiped (bing, whom they figure to them-^ 
felve& as a creature of peifeA innocence and 
iimplictty, a wife who may be modelled to the 
wiihes of her hutband^ whofe manners are un- 
tainted by the vice? of the age, and on whofe 
{Minty^ ixdeiity and ,affe<9ioa lie may repofe his 
happtnofe ibr 'the reft of his days* Alas ! jiow, 
l^roisij th^ misjudge ^eir pwi^ true intereAs in 
dieeafe: H^w.dbmgeroiis is thofituation of thefe 
children: of tkeiiiurfery at.th^r $r^ intro(lu(9ion 
Imo^ie wtali ! T^pfe only ii^bo ^re uj^iacquaint- 
^drovKidi-.the- )dec^tfulnefs of plcafure c^n be 
thorooghlyintoxicated by it j it^ is t^e noveltjf 
jQidikhfJmaliies^lh^dairlger; and f^rejy it requires 
^iiiiAnitdy>m^e judgment, ftronger relblutioni^ ind^ 
-ctofer 4Uten(iemito fteer the conduct of a young 
wife irithou^ experien^ce, . th;in would ferv^e to 
^tadi the womte of the wo]:Id from frivolities 
*flie is fur&ited wi^h, and by fixing her to your 
jnbeiiefts convert what you havp thought a diiS- 
|X!ted cb^raiffasi; in^ a dom^ftic one. 
^ .. . X2 'the 
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The (ame remark appHes to Toimg mett of - 
private education: yoa keep them m abfiitl^C' 
fubjedion till they marry, and Aen in a nXxneolf 
make them their own matters; from meie.iarr 
f^ncy you exped them to ftep at once ioiope&n 
k& manhood ! tie motives for the experiia^i 
ipay be virtuous, but the dTofb of it wiltlMh 
fttal. 



I am now approaching to &e crnidufion o^' 
^Is my fifth volume^ and according to my pre* 
fent purpofe (hall dirmtfs the Oiftroirs horn any 
farther duty : The reader and I are Jun-e to part, 
A few words dierefore on iiich an occafion'I 
may be permitted to fubjoin; I have done my 
beft to merTt bts pr6te£lion| and -as- 1 have l^een 
^vtsnkAj heard whilft yet talking widi him, I 
hope I fhall not be unkindly remembered when 
1 can fpeak no more : I have pafied a Hfe of 
^any labours, and now being near it's end have 
littte to boaft bu^ bip an inheNfflt good^will to^ 
wards maiddnd, wbicb difappotetnwntf, injuries 
and age itfdf have not been able to diminiifa. 
It has been the chief aim of all my attempts to 
reconcile and endear man to man; I love mj 
§ country 
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country and contemporaries to a degree of en* 
thKifiate that I aih not fure is perfedly defenfi-' 
b!«) 'Jfhdiigh to do them juftice, each in their' 
ti#fis%ilV^ taken fome pains to cure me of mjr 
pM^JStfk It is however one of thofe ftubbom 
tebksj which people are apt to excufe in thcm- 
ftlves by calling it Vifecond nature. There is a, 
certain amiable lady in tne world, in whofe inte** 
reds I have the tendered concern and wboie 
virtues I contemplate with paternal pride; to 
her I have always wifhed to dedicate thefe vo-' 
Tumes ; but when I confider that fuch a tribute 
cannot add an atom to her reputation, and that 
no form of words, which I can invent for the oc* 
cafion, would do juftice to what paffes in mj 
(leart, I drop the undertaking and am filent« 



F 1 N I S. 
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